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PREFACE 






%T has been the Opinion of many 
T Perfons of great Senfc and Lear- 
ning, that the Knowledge of a' 
I Cod, as well as lome other felf- 
I evident and uncontefted Noti- 
' ons, isborn'withus, and exifts 
antecedent to any Perception or Operation of 
the Mind. They exprefs themfelves on this 
Subje<ft in Metaphorical Terms, altogether un- 
becoming Philofophical and lutficious Enqui- 
ries, while they affert, that tlie Knowledge o£ 
aGod is interwoven with ourConftitution, that 
'lis Writtea, Engraven, Stampt and Imprinted 
iftclearanddifcernable Characters on the Heart, 
in. which manner of Speech they affeft to fol- 
low the ereat Orator of ihcRoiiMHs, 
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" Tae PREF ACE. 

By thefc unartful Phrafes they can mean no- 
thing but this, that the Propofition, Thtre is m 
God^ is adually Exiftent in thq Mind, as .fooa 
as the Mind has its Being 5 and is not at firft ac-; 
<iuir'd, tho' it may be afterwards confinn-d, bjr 
any Aft of Reafon, by any Argument or De- 
•monftration. I inuft confcfs iny Inability to^ 
conceive this inbred Knowledge, thefe Origi- 
nal independent Ideas, that owe not their Being 
-to the Operation of the Underftanding, but 
are, I know not how, Congenite and Coexiftent 
with it. 

For how a Man can be faid to have Know-t 
ledge before he Knows, how Ideas can-exift in 
the Mind without and before Perception, I muft 
own is too difficult for me to comprehend. That 
a Man is born with a Faculty csr Capacity to 
Icnow, tho* as yet without any Knowledge ; 
^nd that, as the Eye has a Native DifpofitioQ 
and Aptitude to perceive tlie Light, when fitly 
oiBFer'd, tho- as yet it never exercised any a<3 of 
Vifion, and haa no innate Images in the \ybmb, 
fo the Mind is endu'd with a Power and Faculty 
to krfow and perceive the Truth of this Propo- . 
fition, Thcreh^Godi asibonasit ihallberepre^ . 
fented to it ; All this is clear and intelligible i but 
any thing more is, as I. have faid, aoove my 
reacL In this Opinion, which I had many 
Years ago cntertain'd, I was afterwards con- 
firm'dty thc^famous Author of the Effay on 
"human Underftanding. Nor can I fee, that by . 
this Doftrine the Argument for the E;ciftenee' 
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of* a Deity, dnwn from the general A /Tent of all 
Nations, excepting perhaps fome few, who are 
(o Barbarous, that they approach- very near the 
condition of Brute Animals,-is at all invalidated- 
Forfuppofing there is no inbred KnowU^dgeof 
a God, yet tf Mankind generally a&nt toir> 
whether their Belief proceeds from their R.e* 
flecfHon on themfelves, or on the vifible Creati- 
on about themr it will be certainly true, that the 
Exiftenceof a Deity carries* with it the cleareffi 
and moft uncontroulable Evidence ; fincc Man- 
kind fo readily and fo univerfally perceive and-* 
embrace it. It defervcs Confideration, that St«- 
EohI upon this Argument does not appeal to the 
Light withinr or to any Chanrders of the Di-^ 
vino Being.originally engraven on the Heart, but- 
deduces the Caufe from the EfSed>, and from the 
Creadon infers the Creator.^ 
. 'Tis v^ry probable that thofe who believe an : 
innate Idea of- a Divine Beings unproduc'd by> 
any Operation of the Mind, were ledby this to; 
another Opinion^ namely, that'there never was 
in the World a real Atheift in Belief and Specu- 
lation, how many foever theremay liavebecn in 
Life and Pradice. B ut upon due Examination^. . 
this Opinion, I imagine, will not abide the Teft^.' 
which I'flaall endeavour to make evident. 

But before I enter upon this Subjed, it fcems - 
proper to take Notice of the Apology, which 
feveral Perfons of great Learning ana Candour 
have made for many famous Men, andgreatPhi*^ 
lolophers, unjuftly accus'd of Impiety. 

A". J- Wt^o*; 
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WhcftvtT fhall fet about to mend the World', 
smd reform Mens Notions, as well as their Man*^ 
ners, will certainly be the Mark of much Scan- 
dal and Reproach; andwillefFeftually be con- 
vinced that *tis too poflible, that the greoteft Lo* 
vers and Benefaftors of Mankind, may be re* 
prefented by the Multitude, whofe Opinions 
rhey contradift, as the worft of Men. The- 
hardy Undertakers, who exprefs their Zeal to 
i-eftifie the Sentiments of a prejudic*d People ia. 
Matters of Religion^ who labour to ftem the 
Tide of popular Errors and ftrike at the Foun- 
dations of any Ancient, Eftabliih'd Superftiti- 
on, muft themfelves expeft to be treated as prag- 
matical and infolent Innovaton, Diftur/bers of 
tlie publick Peace, and the great Enemies of Re- 
ligion. The Obfervation of all Ages confintis 
this. Truth ; and if any Man who is dbubtfut 
of it would try the Experiment, I makcnoque- 
ftion he will very foon be throughly con- 
vinc'd. 

*Tis no wonder therefore, that Anaxagorasy 
tho* he was the firft Philofopher who plainly af- 
fertedan Eternal Mind, by whofe~ Power the 
World was made, for oppofing the Publick 
Worfliip of ^thensy whofe refin'd Wits we're 
plung'din thenfioft fenfelefs Idolatry, and par- 
ticularly for denying the Divinity of the Sun, 
fliould be condemn'd for Irreligion, and Trea" 
fin againfi the Gods ; and be heavily fia'd and ba- 
nifli'd the City. 'Tis not ftrang?, after fo (harp 
a P^fecution of this zealous Reformer, that 

SocratcSy 
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Socrates^ the next SucceiTor but one to Aftaxa* 
gorasy and the laft of the Ionic School, for oppo- 
iing their fcandalous Rabble of Deitdes, and after* 
tinconeDivinc Being, fhould be condemn'd fo# 
At heifm, and put to Death by bikd Superftition 
and implacable Bigottry. 

Some have been condemn*d by their Antago- 
nifts for Impiety, who maintain PotitionSf ■ 
which thofe from whom they diffent, imagine 
have a Tendency to the Disbelief of a Deity* 
But this is a manifeft Violation of Juftice, as 
weUas Candour, to impute to any Man the re- ■ 
mote Confequences of his Opinion, which he 
himfdf difclaims and detefts ; and who, if he 
£iw the Connexion of his Principles with fuch - 
Gonclufions, would readily renounce them* 
No Man can be reafondbly charged with more 
Opinions than he owns; And if this Juftice 
vote obfery'd in Polemical Ddfcourfes, as well 
of Theology as Philofophy, many Perfons had 
efcap'd thofe hard Names, and terrible Ccnfuresj 
whicktheirangry Antagonifts have thought fit 
to fix upon them. No One therefore is to bo 
reputed an Atheift, or an Enemy to Religion* • 
upon the account of any emoncous Opinion^ 
from which Another may by-albng Chain of Se- 
quels draw that Conclufion ; much lefsfor hoi* 
ding any Doftrines in Philofophy, which the 
common People are not able to examine or com- 
prehend, who, when they meddle with Specu-f 
lations>.o£ wliichthey are unqualify*d to judges 

A 4 wilLi 
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willbeas^apttocenfure a Philofopher for an A- 
theift) as aaAftroRomer for a Magician; 

I would fain too in this place make lome Apo- 
logy forthe great Numbers of loofe and vicious 
Men^ who laugh at Keligion, and feem in their 
Converfation to difckim tile Belief of a Deity .^ 
I do not mean an Apology for their Praftice, 
but their Opinion. I hope thefe unhappy Per- 
fonS) at leaft the greateft Part, who have given 
up the Reins to theirPaffions and e^^rbitantAp- 
luxxsy are, ratba: than AtheiflS) a carelefs and 
tnpidfortof Creatures, wha either out of afu- 
pine Temper, or for fear of beingdifturb'd witK 
RemoHe m their unwarrantable Enjoyments, 
never. fi>berly coniider with rhemfelvesr or c%i^ 
erdfe their Keafon on things of the higheft Im^^^ 
portince. Thefe Perfons never examine the Ai^ 
gmnentSithat enforce tiie Belief of a Deity, and 
the OblijE^stions of Religion : But take the 
Word of their ingenious. Friends, cw fonic A- 
theiftical Pretender to Philofophy, whoaffures 
them there is no God, and therefore no Religi- 
-- on. And notwithfhnding all AtheiflS' have- 
leave given them by their Principles to become 
Libertines, yet it is not true that all Libertines 
are Atheifls. Some plainly alTerC their Belief 
of a Gody and others, who deny his Exiftence^ 
yet do not deny it upon any Principles, any 
Scheme of Philofophy which they have fram*d, 
and by which they account for the Exiftence 
and Duration of the Worlds in the. beautiful: 

Order 
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Order m which we fee itj without the Aid of a i 
Divine Eternal Mind- 
But there arc two forts of Men, who without " 
Injufticehavtbeen-calVd Arheifts ; thofe who * 
frankly and in plain Terms have deny 'd the Be- 
ing of a God ; and thofe j whotho? thcy.aflTert- - 
ed his Being, -deny 'd.thofe Attributes and Per- 
fedionsr which the Idea of a God inchides ; and • 
it^ whilethey acknowledged the Nam^, fubvcr- 
ted the Thing. Thefe. are asrealAfhcifts, as 
the former, budefsfincerc* - If any Man (hould 
declane he believes a Deity> butamrms that this 
Deity is- of hunan Shape, and/ not Eterjial; 
That hederives his B^ng from the fortuitous 
Concourfe and Complication of* Atoms; or 
though. he allowed him to be Eternal, fliould 
]3iatn(aiR^,thathe ftiow'd no^Wifdom, De(ign or 
Kudence in the Formationvand no Care or Pro-. 
yidenfiein the Government of the World; Thac ' 
ht never refledis' on any thing Exterior to hi^ 
own Being, nor interefls himfelf ia human Af- 
faiiis ,• Doies not know, or does nst attend to any 
of our Anions : Such a Perfonas indeed, and 
iiiEffefl:,as'muchan Atheiftasthi? former, f^or 
tha' he owns the A^pp^Uatron, yet his Dcfcrip- 
tionisdeftni(ftiveof the Ideaof aGod.'- I do 
net affirm^ that the Idea of a God implies the 
Relation of a Creator : Biit firice in the Demon- 
ftf-ation of the Exiftehce ofa God- we argue 
from the EfFefl: to the Caufe, and proceed from • 
the Contemplation of*' the , Creature to the 
Kbowledge oiE the Creator, 'tis- e videiit we can- • 

A'5> v^^ 
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not know there is a God, but wemuft knovr 
him to be the Maker, and if the Maker, then, 
the Governor and Benefaftor of' the World.. 
Gould there be a God, who is entirely regardlefi 
of theTiung;syitbout him,who is perfectly un-- 
concern'd with the Direftion and Gbve^nmen^ 
of the World, is altogether indifiFerent-, whe* - 
tber we worfliip or affront him^ and is neither 
pleas'd nor.difpleas'd with any of our Aftionsr 
lie would 'certainly to usbetbefameasnoGodi 
♦ The Log in the Pal>le would be altogether tis ve- 
nerable a Deity ^ for. if he has no Concern withf' 
us, 'tis plain we have none with him r If we 
are not lubjeit to any Laws he hSs made for us, 
we can never be Obedient, or EHfcfcedient, nor 
can we need Pbrgivenefs,, or expeft Reward. IF 
we are not the Subjefts of his G-are and Pfote^fli-^ 
on, we <an owe him no Lbve or Gratitude ; if 
he either does not hear, or difregardsi our Pray ersj , 
Iiow impertinent js it to build Temples, arid to 
worftiip at his Akars? In my Opinion, fuch* 
Notions of a Deity, which lay the hx to the 
Root of all Religion, and make all thfe ExpreP 
Jions of it. idle and ridiculous, which deftroy^ 
theDiftir^dionof Goodand Bad, allM^rality^ 
of our Adions, and remove all the Grounds^ 
and Reafons of fear of Punifliment,'and hope 
of Reward, will juftly denominate a Man arr 
Atheift, tho' he ever fo much difelaims that rg- 
nominious Title. 

Thales the Founder of the /?wV School,' and 
the Philofophers who fucceeded him> Anaxi^ 
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nutnderi Anaximenesy Diogenes AfoHionatefy A^ 
naxagoras and Archelans^ are cenfur'd by Arifto^ 
tie as Disbelievers of a Deity ; the Reafon he 
gives is, that thefe Philofophers, in treating of 
the Principles of the World, never introduce the 
Deity, as the Efficient Caufe. But if it be con- 
fider'd, ;hat Natural Science was then in its In-; 
fancy, and thatthofe Primitive Philofophers on- 
ly undertODk to account for the material Princi- 
. pie, out of which tlie World was made, which 
one aflerted to-be Water, one Fire, another Air j 
tho' this may prove that they form-d but a lame 
and unfini(h'd Scheme of Philofopby, yet it 
does not -evince, that they detiy'd the Being of 
a, God, or that they did notbelievehimto b^ 
the Efficient Caufe of all Things. . 'Tis indeecf 
a. convincing Evidence that their Philofophy 
was imperfe^, as at firft it might well be ; but 
fi»m their Silence or Omiffion of him in their 
Syftems, when they xicfi^n'd to treat »only of 
the material Caufes of Things, 'tis unreafonablc^ 
to affirm^ that they dcny'd his Being : ^s 'tis 
certain -^/aWAT^or^Ji taught, thatbefides Matter^ . 
ij: was abfolutely neceffary to affcn a DiviiTe 
Mind, the Contriver and Makerpf theAVorki i 
and for this ReligioJLis Principle, as wasfaid be-^ 
fore, hewas at ^//;f;;ian lUiiftrious CoafefFor. 

After the Death ot Sacrates^ the /c'wc School ' 
wasfoon divided into-various Stfls andPliitofo- ■ 
phical Parties : Ot \\it Cjrenaic SchooU'77jtfo- 
dovHS Oin^Dion Borifihefutes^ were repivted Athe^ 
XSth Contemners of the God^, .and. Deridersof 
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Religion. Yet fince it does not appear, that tKey 
hadiorm'd any impiousSchemcof Philofophyr 
or maintained their Irreligion by any pretended. 
Principles of Reafon, it is not improbable that 
thefe Men were rather abandon'a Libertines, . 
vfithout Gonfideration and Rcfle6tion> thaa 
Speculative aiid Philofcphical Aiheifts* 

The Italic School, to its great Diftionoiir, was 
more fertile in Impiety, and produc'd a greater 
Number of thefe irreligious Pliilofophers. The * 
Matters, who fucceeaed their famous Founder- 
Pythdgorasj foon degenerated from his noble and '^ 
pious Principles, and not only corrupted the Pu- 
rity of hisDoftrine, but became downright A- • 
poftates, renouncing the Belief of a God, and* ■ 
lubverting the Foundations of Religion. Len^-- 
eippsis^ DemocrkuSy Viagoras ^ndProtagoras^wcit 
juftly reckoned in this Rank ; who alferted, that - 
the World was made by thecafualGorabinatioti ' 
of Atoms, without any Affiftance or Direftion 
of 9 Divine Mind. . Tney taught their Follow- - 
crs this Doftrine, fupported it with Arguments^ . 
and fo were Atheifts on pretended Principles of • 
Reafon. But amongall the ancient obdurate A* 
theifts, and inveterate Enemies of Religion, no* 
one feems more fihcere, or more implacable than: 
Epicitrus. 

And though this Perfon was perhaps of as dull 
anUnderftanding, of as unrefined Thought, and 
as little Sagacity and Penetration, as any Man, 
who was ever complimented with the Name of t • 

Plulb.^ 
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Philofophcr; yet feveral great Wits, and' Men 
of diftinguiftiM Learning in this laft Age, have 
been pleas'd to give the World high Encomiums 
of hii Capacity and faperior Attainments. . 

After a long Night of Ignorance had over- 
fpreadthcFaceof £/#r«pf, many wife Men, from 
a generous Lave of Truth, refolv'd to exercife 
their Kfeifon^ and free thcmfclvcs from Preju- 
dTcCy andafervile Veneration of great Names, 
and prevailing Authority; and growing impa- 
tient of Tyrannical Impolitions, as well in Piii- 
lofophy, as Religion, to thair great Honour, 
fepirated both from the Church of Romcy and 
the School of ArlfiotU. Thefe Patriots of the 
Commonwealth of Learning combin'd to re-, 
form the Corruptions, and redrefs the Grievan- 
ces, of Philofophy ; to pull down the Peripate- 
tick Monarchy, and fet up a free and independent 
State of Science; and being fully convinced of 
the Weaknefs andUnreafcinablenefs o{AriJlotU*% 
S|y ftem, which confifted chiefly in Words with- 
out any determined Meaning, ^nd idle Metaphy- 
fical Definitions, of which many were falfe, 
and ttany unintelligible ; they in this Cafe had 
Riecourft to the Corpufiularian Hyfothejis^ and 
reviv'dtheobfoleteand exploded Syftem of £//- 
cnrus. 

' Many of thefe noble Leaders, who had de- 
clared againft the Pcripatetick Ufurpation, and 
affirted the Rights and Liberties of human Un- 
derflanding, call'd in this Philofopher, for want 
of a B^er, to depofe jitifioth. And tho' a ge- 
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neral Revolution did not follow, yet theDe-ii 
feftibn from the Prince of Science, as he was. 
once efteem'd, was very great. When thefe. 
firft Reformers of. Aridotles School had efpouf- 
ed the Intereft of EpicHrnSy and introduced his 
Doftrines, that his Hypothefismight /bereceiv'd. 
with the Jef& Oppohtion, they tnought it ne- 
ceflary to remove the ignominious Charaderof. 
Ifnpiety, under which their Philofopher had 
l6ng lain. And/tis indeed -very .natural for a. 
Man who, hias embrac'd another's Notions and . 
Principles, to believe well of , his MafVcr, and to - 
ftand up in the Deifence of his. Reputation. ,The . 
Learned GafjendHsxs eminent above all others for. 
Ae warm. Zeal he has exprefs'd, and the great. 
Pains ha ha^^ taken, to vindicate the Honour of v 
EpicuTMy and clear his Char.a(3:er from the Im-.- 
putation of Irreligion. 

After the unhappy Fate of Affax^orasj and:- 
the gTJ^2LtSacrat€Si 'tis no wonder that the Philo- ^ 
fdphers,. who fucceeded, Should grow.inore.i 
cautious in propagating their-O pinions, for fear, 
of provoking the Magiftrate, and making them-^^ 
fef ves obnoxioiis to the Laws of their Country ; . 
and if any had form'd irreligiousSchemes,/tiS' 
to be fuppos'd, .they would take care ta. guard, ', 
as well as they could,^ againft the Punifhment to , 
be inflidled onall who deny'd tlie Gods, and de- 
rided the eftatlifli'd Worlhip. An Atheifl: can- 
not Jbe fuppos'd tote fond of Suffering, :wliea. 
Pain and Death are what he chiefly abhors ; and 
therefore £//V«r/^x, .wko> if Cicero ^ndPlMPsr/^ . 

kncir-. 
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feiew Hk Opinion, was a downright profefs'd 
Atheift, has not in Terms deny*d, but indeed 
affcrted'the Being of the Gods, and fpeaks ho- 
nourably of them, fo far as regards the Excel- 
lence of their Nature, and their Happinefs. But 
when he deitribes his Gods, and gives them a 
human Face andXimbsy and fays they are neither 
iBCorporeal nor corporeal, but as it were corpo- 
peah while he excludes thcmfrom any Hand in 
nuking^ or Care in^guiding- and governing the 
World, and undertakes to 'ihow that all Things 
were brought about by mecrCliance, without 
any Helper Dtreftion of the Godsy who are al- 
together unconcerned with human Affiirs, .and 
regardlefs of our Aftibns,: he muft kugh in himr? 
felf, and be fuppos-d to have form'd this ridicu-^ 
loHS.Idea of a Divine Being me^rly to efcape the 
Gharafter of an impiousPhilofopher.For though 
fee owns the Name of a God, .by bis Defcription 
he entirely deftroys the Divine Nature ; nor do 
I think that Arifiotle can be defended from the 
©hargo of Atheifm ; for.while. he affirms, that 
the Worldi as to its^ Formation, as wcU as its Pro- 
greflion atid Duration, is indopendeiic on the 
Gods, and owes nothing to their Power, Wit 
cfom or Providence, he utterly fubverts all Pre- 
tence to Religion and Divine Worihip ; and 
comes at laft mto the Dregs of the Efienrean 
Scheme: Thisy^I believe, I harve plainly prov'd 
in the following Poem. 

As to the Modern Atheiih, Famnmy IfoMt 
and Spmefit, I have fpoken o£.theiQ b.tbdii: 

Turn, 
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Turrii and fliaH not anticipate wliat is faid here- 
after. 

I have been determin'd to employ fome of my 
kifure Hours in writing on this Subjeft, -by the 
melancholy Refleftioni have often made on the 
Growth of Prophanenefs, and the prevailing 
Power of loofe and irreligious Principles.in this • 
Nation... 

*Tis a mortifyine Confiderationr to AU who • 
liJvfe Mankind^ andwifhwellto their Country, . 
that this Opinion has of late Years above the 
Example of paft A ges, fpread its contagious In- 
fluence fo far and wide, that now emboldened' 
by the Power and Number of its Affertcrs it 
b«Lcomes infolent and formidable. - Thoie impi* • 
ousMaxims^ which a fmall Party in the laft Age^ . 
when inflam'd with Wine vented in private, are 
now the Entertainment of the CofFee-houfe^ - 
publifckly profefs'd, and in many Companies fpo- 
ken of in cool Blood, as: the ordinary Subjeds 
of Converfation. 

All Ages have brought fixth fame MonfterSt , 
fiOTic Profefforsr and Patnons of lTreRgion;Mon- • 
fters in refpcft of their Scarcenefi, as well as De* 
fbrmity^; btit the amazing Abundance of thefe 
odious Produftions is, I bclicvej peculiartothis 
fertile Age. lamapt totiiink, that moft who * 
were recKon'd Atheifts in former Reigns were 
rather unbridled Libertines, dian irreligious in 
Principle; but now we are fa far advanced, that 
theltifedlion has^ feiz'd the MincT, the Atheid 
io Pra^e is. become..oiie in. Speculation^ and : 

• * jLtK)fc<-. • 
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Loofenefs of Manners iroprov'd to intdledual 
Impiety. 

Many, which is without Example, cxprcfs 
an ardent Zeal for Prophanenefs, are grown Bi« 
gots in Atheifm, and with great Induftry and 
Application propagate their Priaciples, fbrm- 
Parties, and concert Mealurcs to carry on with 
Vigour the Caufe of Irreligion. They care& 
and are very fond of thofe who boldly declare 
for Impiety, and mock all Religion, as Cheat 
andlmpomire* Thefe are Wits, Menof Senfe, 
of lar^e and free Thoughts, and cannot £&1 of^ 
bein? Men in Faftiion. And as the Renegades 
and: Deferters of Heaven, who renouace tbeir 
Godibr the Favour of Men, and chufe to grow 
popular at the dearefl: Rate, are by many proti?^- 
ed and applauded,' fo there are Places where a 
Man that has the AfTurance to own theBelief ofi 
a Deity, and a future State, would be expos'd' 
and laugh'd out of Countenance. H6nce ma- 
ny are tempted to conceal their Notions of Re- 
figion for JFear of blafting their Reputation, and 
of being negkded and dcfpis'd by thofe, from 
whofe Favour they expeft Profit or Promotion* 

Immediately after the Reftoration, the Peo- 
ple^ -intoxicated with tbe Pleafures of Peace, and' 
influenced by the Example of aloofeCourt, as 
well as from their great Averfion to the former 
Fanatical Striftnefs, and Severity of Co.iverfa- 
tion, which they detefted as Hypocrifie, in- 
dulge themfelves in fenfual Liberties, and by 
Degrecsffunk deep into Luxury and Vice. Then 
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it was that fome irreligious Men taking Advari'-^ 
tage of thi growing Diflblution of MannerSr 
began to propagate their dcteftable Notions, and 
fow the Seeds of Prophanenefs and Impiety, 
which fprung up apace, and flouriftv'd in Pro- 
portion to the Growth of Immorality, Thus 
Vice and Irreligion, mutually aflifting eacho- 
ther, extended their Power by daily Encroach- 
rnents ; and the folid Temper and Firmnefs of 
Alind, which the People once poflcfs'd, being' 
flackCn'd and diflblv'd by the Power of Riot ani^ 
forbidden Pleafure, their Judgment fix>n became 
vitiated ; which Corruption of Tafte has ever 
fince gradually encreas*d, as the Confederate 
Powers of Vice and Proplianenefs had fprcad 
their Infedrion, and gain'd upon Religion. 

While loofe Principles and impious Opinions' 
pervert the Judgment, a petulant Hummir that 
inclines Men to give an Air of Levity and Ri- 
dicule to aU their Difcourfes, and turn every* 
thin^to Mirth and Raillery, docs in Proportion- 
get Groimd^ this being eftecm'd themoft fuc- 
cefsful Method to weaken the Power and Au- 
thority of Religion in the Minds of Men. 

Iwould not here be underfcood as if I con- 
demned theQualificatirms of Wit and Pleafan- 
try, but only the Mifapplication of them. I 
flull always retain a great Value for ingenious 
Men, provided they do not abufe and proRitute 
their Talents to the worft Purpofes> . I mean the 
deridin*^ all Sobriety of Manners, and tuming" 
intojefl: the, Principles whichconftitute our Du-* 
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ty here, and affiireour Happinefs hereafter. BuE 
can any Man who reveres a God, and loves his 
Country, ftand by unconcern'd, while loofe 
and prophane Wits Ihew fo much Zeal and Dili- 
gence in propagating Maxims, which tend fo di- 
reAly to the Difhonour of the one, and the Ruin 
of the other ? 

Should Atheifm and Corruption of Manners, 
thofe infeparable Companions, which as Caufes 
and EflFefts mutually introduce and fupport each 
other» prevail much farther ; fhould impious 
Notions iaanyAge hereafter generally infect the 
higheft, as well as tlie inferior Ranks of Men, 
what Confufion ot Affairs muft enfae ? It 
would be impoffible to find Men of Principles 
to fill the Places of Truft and Honour, or Pa- 
trons to promote them : Merit would incapaci-^ 
tace and dtfqualifv for the Favour of great Men^ 
and arcligiousCnarad:er would be an invincible 
Obftrudion to Advancement : There would be 
noPerfonsot Rank to encourage Men ef Worth, 
and bring neglediled Virtue into Faftiion* On 
the contrary the Contemners cf Heaven and 
Deriders of Piety would be carefs'd, applauded 
and promoted. The Difpofers of Places would 
prefer all on thofe who embrace their Opinions,, 
and what a terrible Temptation would this be to 
our Youth to accommodate their Notions to 
thofe of the Men in Power, when they fliall fee 
that theii Favour is not othcrwife to be procur'd? 

I5 it not highly probable that in fucli an Age,, 

Clubs and Cabals. would be formed of Scoffers, 

and 
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and Buffoons, to laugh Religion out of Coun^^ 
tcnance, and make the Profeflbrs of it the Ob* 
jeft of publick Scorn and Contempt ? 

Befiaes,'tis natural to believe that Mapftrates 
in a Commonwealth generally composed of A* 
theifts would likewife proceed to Violence, and 
perfecute thofe whom i^hey could not perfwade 
to embrace their Notion?, as much as any Seit ef 
Religion ha« ever done. For *tis not Religion, 
but corrupted human Nature, that pufhes Men 
on to compuKive Methods of obliging their Ad- 
vejfaries to renounce their own, and affert die 
Opinion of Men in Power^ *Tis from the fadi« 
ous Temper of a Party, not the Spirit of Piety, 
'tis from Pride and Impatience of Contradiflion, 
cribme Luft of Dominion, or a violent Defird 
of engroffing the Places^ of Honour and Profit^ 
that Men endeavour by cruel and coercive Mt-^ 
tlipcfe tty filence their Opponents, andfupprefi 
their Competitors. And if it will be allow'd. 
tliat human Paffions will always exert themfelves- 
with Uniformity, and therefore ftill produce 
the like Effeds ; if we may foretel what A theifts 
when in Power are like to do, from what they 
have done, as fir as they had Ability, wcmaybe- 
aflTur'd, when they- do not want Power, they 
will never want a Will to employ Violence to 
extinguifti the Notions of Piety, andthehate- 
ful Herefie of Religion* It would not be ftrange 
if Atheiftical Tefts in fuch a State of Affairs 
fhould be form'd and impos'd, to keep Men of "^ 
dangerous Rriaciples out of allPoftsof Power 

and'. 
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and Profit, and all that bdicv'd the Being of a 
<Yod, and the Rewards and Puniflimcnts of a- 
nether Life, ihould t>e look'don asdifafFefied 
to the Government, andDifturbers of the pub- 
lick Peace. 

And if fuch Notions of Impiety, and fuch t 
degenerate Conftitution of Manners ihould e* 
ver preVsul in this unhappy Natbn, any Man 
without the Gift of Prophefie, and indeed with 
a ytry moderate Penetratioa, may fbrcfecj that 
the Publick will then be exposed to inevitable 
Ruin. 

But before the Intcrefts of Virtue and Reli- 

fion are reduc'd to fo deplorable a State, Uis to be 
op'd this once wife and fober Nation will awa- 
ken from its Lethargy. That notwithftanding 
the prcfent Popularity of Vice, Levity and Im- 
piety, it may one Day recover its ReUih of fo- 
lid Knowlcage and real Merit* That Buffoons 
themfelves may one Day be expos'd, the Laugh*, 
ers in their Turn become ridiculous, and an A- 
theiftical Scoffer be as much out of Credit, as a 
fober and religious'Man is at prefent 3 Virtue^ 
Serioufnefs, and a due Reverence of Sacred and 
Divine Things may revive among us; and -tis 
the Duty and Intereft of every Man that loves 
Kis Country,' «ndwi(hes well to Mankind, to 
•nake his utmoft Efforts to bring about fuch a- 
lappy Revolution. This^would the fooner be 
^ffeAed, if the virtaous Part of ilngeniousf Men, 
^for Virtue has ftin a Party) would not fupineiy " 
Baodby^ andfei^efHonourand lAtoreAsof Re- 
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ligion expos'd and infulted j but inftead of<m^l>- 
jeft, unaftive Defpondence, would unite their 
Endeavours, with Vigour and Refokuion a- 
gainft the common Enemies of God and their 
Country . 'Tis great Pity that in fo noble a Caufc 
any (hould fhew fuch Poornefsof Spirit»astobc 
afham*"d of afferting their Rehgion, and ftem- 
ming the Tide of Impiety, for fear of becom- 
ing the Entertainment of fcoffing Libertines. 

I know the Gentlemen of Atheiftical Noti- 
ons pretend to refin'd Parts, and pafs themfelves 
upon the World forWitsof the firft Rank : Yet 
in Debate they decline Argument, and rather 
truft to the Dccifion of Raillery. But if it 
were poflible forthefeGentlonen to apply them- 
felves in qood Earneft to the Reafons alledg'd in 
Proof or a Divine Being, in a Manner that b> 
comes an Enquiry of fuch Confequence, I 
ihould believe their Conviftion were not to be 
defpair'd of. . 

- But there is little Appearance, that they wiB 
becver prevail'd on to confider this Matter,with 
dehberate and unprej udic*d Thought ; and there- 
fore I am not fo (anguine to think, that any Ar- 
guments! can bring, tho* ever fo clear and de- 
monftrative, are likely to make any Impreflion 
upon a Veteran Atheift. I have neverthelefs 
thought it a feafonable Service to endeavour to 
ftop the Contagion, and as far as I am able, to 
preferve thofe who are not yet infefted. 

I would intreat thefe to diftinguifli between 
!B>:aillery and Argument, and not believe, that 

Mirth 
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'Mirth ought to determine in fo weighty a G^fc. 
That they would not admit of Principles of the 
utmoft Concern without Examination, and take 
Impiety upon Content. That they would ap- 
peal from the Buffoon and the Mocker, to the 
impartial Decifion of Right Reafon, and debate 
this Matter with the Gravity that becomes the 
.Importance of the Subje<3:^ 

Butfince the Gentlemen who own no Obli- 
gations of Religion for the Rule of- Behaviour^ 
fet up in its ftead a fpurious Principle, which 
they call Honour, anda Grearnels of Mind, that 
will not defcend to a mean or bafe Adion; let 
thein refleft, whether that Term, as they ufe 
k^ is not an empty Sound without any deter- 
min'd Meaning. If Honour lays a Man under 
any Obligation to perform or forbear any A^i- 
on, then 'tis evident. Honour is a Law or Rule^ 
and the Tranfgreilion of it makes us guilty and 
€>bnoxious to Puniihment : And if it -be a Law 
it muft be the Declaration of fome Legiflator's 
Will, for this is the De6nition of a Law that re- 
gulates the Manners of a moral Agent. Now I 
ask a Man of Honour ,w ho denies Religion,what 
or whofe Law he breaks, if he deviates from what 
he imagines a Point of Honour ? 'Tisplain there 
can be no Tranfgreffion, where there is no Law, 
«o Irregularity, where there is no Rule ,• nor can 
a Man do abafe or diftionourable Thing, if he 
lyes under no Obligation to the contrary. Ho- 
oiour therefore abftrafted from the Notion of 
S,eligion which enjoins it, is an idle Chimera, 
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wliich can have little Power over any Man, that 
does not believe a Divine Legiflator, whofe Au- 
thority mufl enforce i r . 

'Tis the fame with Friendftiip and Gnitkud(Si 
which are Principles that the Atheift will often 
commend. But how is any Man bound to be 
grateful, or to be a Friend \ Should he a£t a con- 
trary Part, and be treacherous and ungrateful, 
■what Guilt has he contrafted ? Has he ofiRmded 
.againft anyLa w : Or can he become guilty , with* 
outthe Breach of any ? If you fayihe nas.bro- 
ken any Law, tell us the Law, and by whom it 
wasniade. II the Laws of the Supream Being 
are fet afide, we can lye under no Regulation^ 
but have an unbounacd Liberty over all our 
Adions. We may without the leaft Fault or 
Diihonour break ourOaths, fubvert the Govern* 
inent, betray our Friends, affaffinate our Parents, 
in ftiort commit all Kinds of the moft deteftablc 
Crimes without Rcmorfe. For not being con* 
troul'd by any ObUgation, we may do whatever 
Dur Paffipns or our Interefts prompt us to, with- 
out being accountable to any Tribunal, for the 
ieaft Tranfgreflion* 

If it be iaid, we are oblig'd by the Laws of 
our Country ; lanfwer, that as totheAdions 
we are fpeaking of, fuch as a Man of Honour, a 
great and general Perfon is fuppos'd to think him-^ 
leif oblig'd to, thefe are ftich as are not regulated 
by Municipal Laws, and therefore Men are at 
Liberty, whether they will aft by what they 
call a I^incjple of Honour or noty and can juftr 

If. 
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ly incur ho Ccnfure or Reproach, ihoiikl they 
JiflvenO'Regaril to that pompous andfoundiDg 
Word. For if their A ft ions are not morally 
determined, either by Human or Divine Laws, 
they ^ay very juftly, and honourably too, aft 
■witn unlimited Freedom in thefe Matters. Be* 
fides,whoever believes himfelf free from thie Ob- 
lii^ai^ons of Divine Precepts, cannot look on 
himfelf as bound by any Human Laws. He 
may indeed from the Apprehenfion of Puniih- 
tnentfbrbearanAdion, thusforbidden, and 'tis 
his Intereft To to do ^. Butif he thinks no Divine 
Authority does ^make it his Duty to fubmit t^ 
the Magiftrate, and obey the Liaws of his Coun- 
try, he is at Liberty, as to any Guilt, whether 
he will obey or no. If he ventures the Puniih* 
tnent, hedcapestheSin. IfanyAtheiftfwears 
Fidelity to his 5^rince, what controubng Power 
is he under, which alfeds the Mind, not to be- 
tray him, if he thinks it (it and faf e to do it ^ If 
hz lets his Parents, or his Patron, or his Friend 
yerilh, what Iniquity is he accountable for? 

The Exiftence ot a God has been already 
<:lear"'d, arid abundantly demonftrated by many 
pious and learned Authors, whence this Attempt 
•may be cenfur'd, as impertinent and unnecefiary^ 
But all thofe excellent Performances heing writ 
in Profe^ and the greateft Part in the learned 
languages, oratleaftinafchdafHcManner, are 
in accommodated to great Numbers not of % 
learned Education, and many who have more 
Knowledge and greater Genius wfll not undergo 

B * ^^ 
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the Trouble of readirlg and confidering the Ar- 
guments exprefs'd in a Manner to them obTcure, 
dry and difagreeable. I have therefore form'da 
Poem on this great and importa»t Subjeft, that I 
might give it the Advantages pec-ulier to Poetry, 
and adapt it more to the general A pprehenfion 
and Capacit)' of MankincL The Harmony of 
Numbers engages many to read and ret^n what 
they would negled, if written in Profe ; and I 
perlwade my felf the Epicurean Philofophy had 
not liv'd fo long, nor been fo much efteem'd, 
had it not4>een kept alive and propagated by the 
famous Poem of Lucretius. . . : - , 

I havechofen to demenftrate theExiftence of 
a God from the Marks of VVildom, Defign, 
Contrivance, and the Choice of End&and MesinSp 
which appear in the Univerfe. Out of the va* 
rious Arguments, that evince the Truth of this 
Propofition, TTocreisaGody I Ime feleded this 
as the moft evident and intelligible. 

I may with Reafon prefume, thatlfliall not 
incur any Cenfure for not employing new Ar- 
guments to prove tiie Being of aGod ; none 
but what have been produc'd brfore by many 
Writers, even from tne elded Days of Philofo- 
phy. It was never objected to Lucretius^ that 
in his applauded Poem, he h&snot invented axie,w 
S y ikm of Philofophy, 43ut only recited in poe- 
tical Numbers, the ancient Doctrines of Dtma-^ 
€yittis and Epicurus. Nor can it with Keafon be 
fuppos'd, that the Arguments by which he fup- 
ports their Opinions were not long beforein toe 

Schools 
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Schools of Greece. Nor have modern Writer <; 
pa this Siibjed: invented, but purfu'd theDc- 
jponftration of a God, from the evident Appear- 
ance of Contrivance and Wifdom in thevifiblc 
World, which they have done with more Cle:ir- 
nefs and Strength, than thofe who went before 
them. And while thefe have attempted to evince 
the Exiftence of a God only from the Contem- 
plation of corporeal Nature, Ihavecarrv'd tJic 
Aj^ument on to the Adions of living, (enfitivc 
anid intelligent Beings, fo far as we are acquainted 
with them; believing that brighter and more no- 
ble Strokes of Wifdom andDefign appear in the 
Principles of Life, Senfation and Reafon, than 
in all tne Compafs of the material World. 

I have endeavour'd to give the Subject yet 
greater Degrees of Perfpicuity, moreVariety of 
Argument, as well as eafieand familiar Exprefli- 
on, that the Stile being more pleafing, and the 
Pemenftration more readily apprehended, ic 
may leave a deeper ImprefEon, and its Effects and 
Ulefulnefs may become more cxtenfi ve. In Ol- 
der to this, I nave rarely us'd any Term of Art, 
or any Phrafe peculiar to the Writings and Con- 
verfation of Learned Men. I have attempted, 
asMonfieurJb»/^w/& has done with great Succefs 
in his Plurality of Worlds, to bring Philofophy 
out of the fecret Recefles of the Schools, and 
ftrip it of its uncouth aad my fterious Drefs, that 
it may become agreeable, and admitted to a gene- 
ral Conyerfation. 

B 1 > 
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I take it for granted, that no judicious Reader 
will cxpeft, in the Philofophical and Argumen- 
tative Part of this Poem, the Ornaments of Poe- 
tical Eloquence. In this Cafe, where Metaphor 
and Defcription are not admitted, left they 
fliould darken and enfeelflethe Argument, if the 
Reafoijing be dofe, ftf ong and eafily apprehend- 
edj if there be an elegant Simplicity, Purity, 
and Propriety of Wordsi and a juft Order and 
Connexion of the Parts, mutually fupporting 
and inlightcriing one another, there will be an 
:the Perfedion wnich the Style can demand. 

I may fafely cronclude, that no Man will ex- 
|)eft that in this Poem I Aould borrow any Em- 
belli fliments from the exploded and obfoieteThe- 
ology of the ancient Idolaters o£ Greece ovRome^ 
That I ftiould addrcfs any rapturous Invocations 
to their idle Deities, or adorn the Style with Al- 
lufions to tfeeir fabulous A dions* I have more 
than once puUlcMy declared my Opinion, that a 
Chrttlian Poet cannot but appear monftrous and 
ridiculous in a Pagan Drefs. That tho* it (hould 
ibe granted, that the Heathen Religion might be 
allowM a Place in light and loofe Songs,mocK He- 
roic, and the lower Lyric Compofitions, yet in 
Chriftian Poems of the fublime and greaterlCind, 
the Mixture of the Pagan Theology muft, by 
all who areMafters of RefleSion and goodSenfe^ 
fee condemn'*d, if not as impious, at leaftasim- 
psrtinent and abfurd. And this is a Truth (o clear 
and evident, that I make no doubt it will by de - 
grees force its way, and prevail over the contrary 

Pradicc* 
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Fra<5^ice. Should Britmts recover t heir Virtue 
and reform theirTafte, they would no more bear 
the Heathen Religion in Verfe, than in Profe^ 
Chriftian Poets, as well as Chriftian Preachers,, 
the Bufinefs of both being to inftruft the Peo- 
ple, tho* the laft only are wholly appropriated to 
ir, fliould endeavour to confirm ana fprcad their 
own true Religion. If a Divine (hould begin 
his Sermon with a folemn Prayer to Bacchus j or 
u4polloy to Marsy or f^enus, what would the Peo- 
ple think of their Preacher ? And is it not as real- 
y, rho' not equally abfurd, for a Poet in a great 
and ferious Poepi, wherein he celebrates lome 
wonderful and happy Event of Divine Provi- 
dence, or magnifies the illuftrious Inftrument, 
that was honour 'd to bring the Event about> to 
addirds his Prayer to falfe Deities, and cry for 
]EIdp to the Ateminations of the Heathen ? 

The Defign of this Poem is to demonftrate 
the Sclf-JExiftence of an Eternal Mind from the 
created and dependent Exigence of the Uni- 
ycrfe> and to confute the Hypothefisof the £- 
picMrtmusind the Fatalifts, under whom all the 
Patcons of Impiety, Antient or Modem, of 
whatibeyer Denomination, may be rang'd. The 
firft of whom aflirm the World was in Time 
C4us*d by Chance, and the other that it exifted' 
from Et^nity without a Cauft. 'Tis true, as 
befbre-^mention'd, both tliefe acknowledged the 
Exiftence of Gods, but by their abfurd and ri- 
diculous Delcription of tnem> 'tis plain they 

B 5. "had": 
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had nothing elfe in view, but to avoid the Ob- 
noxious Charafter of Atheiftical Philofophers, 
This likewife has been often objefted to the 
Deifts of the.prelfent Times, that atleaft a great 
part of them only conceal their Notions under 
that Name, while they are really to be numbered 
among the Atheifts. I have before exprefs*dlny 
Reafons, why I cannot embrace this Opinion. 
,*Tis true indeed, thatmoftof the Deifts main- 
tain a particular Friendftiip with the Atheifts, 
are pleased with tlieir loofe and impious Convcr* 
fation, and appear very tender of their Credit and 
Efteem. They are charitable in crying up their 
fhiningQualities, and in concealing, excufing, or 
leflening. their immoral Adrions : While at the 
fame time they (hew an Affeftation in expofing 
the Faults and Follies of the Chriftians, eipe- 
cially thofe who are the moft ftrift anrfregujar in 
their Manners, and appear to be moft in earneft* 
*Tis likewife remarkable that thefe Gentlemen 
exprefs no Zeal for the Extirpation of irreligious 
Principles : They have never, as far as I knowy 
written any thing againft them ; , npr are they 
pleas'd in Company to declare their Deteftation 
of fuch impious Maxims, or to prodtrcc Areur 
ments ta confute them.. While at thp iSne 
time they take creat Pains, and fhew a warm 
Zeal to weaken the Belief ef the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, and to expofe the pretended Errors of 
its diflFerent Profeffors ; which fecms indeed 
ftrang^, fince he that owns a God and his Pro- 
vidence, ftiould in ReafoB look upon thofe, 
who believe neither^ to-be infinitely moreoppo- 
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fitctohim, than thole who agree with him in 
the Belief of a God, and differ only in the Point 
of reveal'd Religion. 

Befides, 'tis obfervable that the prefcnt Deifts^ 
have not drawn and publiih'd any Scheme of 
Religion, or Catalogue of the Duties they are 
oblig'd to perform, or whence fuch Obhcati- 
onsarife. They do not tell us*, that they took 
on Man as an Accountlble Creature, nor if they 
do, for what, and to whom, or when that Ac- 
count is to be made, and what Rewards and Pu- 
niihmems will attend it« I do norafErm they 
have noi fuch- Scheme iii their Thoughts, but 
fince they will not let usknow their Creed, and 
in the mean time deride and triumph over that of 
the Chriftians, I cannot defend them from thofc, 
■whofay they are juftly to be fufpefted. 

And that the Dein may clear himlelf from 
dieSufpicicntof. beingan Atheift, er at lead a 
Friend and Fivourer of their Pl-ihciples 3 1 could 
vxfli he would in ptiblick affert and demonOrate 
the Being of a God and his Providence, and de- 
jclare his Abhorrence of the Principles of thofe 
who disbelieve them. 

Itwould likewtft give great Satisfadion, and 
remove thit Objeftibns of thdfe that charge 
then> with dired Ifreligion, if they would 
pkafe to give fome Account of their. Belief : 
Whether they look upon God as one, who go- 
verns Mankind by Laws to bedifcover'd by the 
Light of Reafon, which reftrain our Inclinati- 
ons anddetermme ousDuty ; That they would 

B4. tell 
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tell us whal thofe Laws are, and what San6):ion5 
do enforce them ; and 'till this be donet they 
cannot well difcharge themfelves frosi theSufpU 
cion before-mention'd* 

And here I would addrefs my fclf to the irrt- 
figious Gentlemen of the Age, and defirethem 
aot to take up Prejudices againfl the Exiflence 
of a God, and run away with impious Maxims, 
*lillthey have exercis'd their Confideration, and 
made an impartial Enquiry into the Grounds 
and Reafbns, that fupport the Belief of a -Di^ 
vine Eternal Being. In order ta fuch a ra/bna« 
ble Examination, it is but juftand:dece!Qt, they 
fliould be in earneft, and hear the Arguments 
we offer with Temper and Patience. Tnat thcjr 
ihould inure themfelves to think, and wdj^k 
the force of thofe Arguments^ as becomes (ul- 
cere Enquiiers after Truth. The Being of a 
God, and the Duties that reiiilt from that Pna^ 
ciple, are Subjeds of the greateft ExceHence 
and Dignity in themfelves^ and of the greaceft 
Concern and Importance to Mankind ; and 
therefore (hould never be treated in Mirth and 
Ridicule*. Generals of Armies and Councel> 
Ibrsof State, Senators and Judges, in ^e- great 
and weighty Affinrs that ceme before them* :cia 
not put on the Air of Tetters and 'Buffoons, arid 
inftead of grave and iolemn Debates aim at no- 
thing but Sallies of Wit> and treat their Sub- 
jefts and one another only wi^Raillhy and De- 
rifion : Yet the BuHnefs piropos'd to the Confi- 
deration of the Peribns I^eak tois, in every 

Rcfpcft, 
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Refpeft, infinitely fuperior to any of theirs be- 
fore-mention'd. 

Are they fitre there is no God, and therefore 
noReligion? If they are not,what a terrible Risk 
do they run ? If their Reafons amount only to 
^Probability, the contrary Opinion may be true, 
and that Maj be is enough to give them the mod 
frightful Apprehenfions, ana difturb them a- ■ 
midft all the Pleafures they enjoy. But if they 
fay the V are affur'd, and paft doubt there is no 
Cody Jetthem^con/ider, Confidence in an Opi. 
nion is not always the EfFecl: of Certainty and 
Demonftration. Their Predeceffors the Atheifts 
of former Ages, were ascerraiji, that is as Con • 
fident, they reafonld Right, as they can De. 
They cannot pretend to clearer Light, and ^'ca- • 
ter Affurance of the Truth of tneir Maxims, 
tl^an EpicHYus and Lucret'tHS did ; or infult their 
Adverfaries with greater Contempt than thofe 
have done : Yet tnefe Men thcmiclves, at leafl: 
ixwnv of them, allow thofe Philofophers were 
grofly miftal^en, and will by noMeans truftto 
the Epicurean Scheme, as the Foundationof their 
Opinions. If thefa great Millers, notwith- 
ilanding their unexampled Confidence, have 
beenmiilaken, why may not their SuccelTors be 
fo? 

If they fet up u4rifiotle"s Scheme, and think' 
theyfecure their Principles by making the 
World to be Eternal, and all Effefts and Events 
.the Refult of fuchafttalNeceffity, and an in- - 
dilToiuble Concatenation of Caufes, ^ render it. 
^ ' B^.j im-p 
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impoffible, that Things that are, fliould not Btf 
or that they ftiould be otherwife than they arc : 
Let them coafider> that the greateft AflTertorsof 
Impiety> I mean DeTnocrituSy Leucifpusy Eft' 
curnsy 2Lnd LucretiHSy oppos'dthisasaaidl^ and 
incoherent Syftem ; and that indeed it is ioy 
ftxall be after demonft rated :. And (hould not 
this fluke their Confidence, that all their Friends 
in tht Epicurean Sc\\oo% who were fuflSciently 
deliver'd from the Prejudices ot Education and 
fuperftitious ImpreflionS) could not .fee the 
leaft Probability in the Scheme of the Fatalifts, 
on. which thefe Gentlemen are pleas'd to rely in 
a Matter of the higheft Importance ? 

Will they confide in Mr. Hobbsl Has that 
Philofopher faid any thing new ? Does he btipg 
any ftronger For<:es into the Field, than i)kt £- 
pcHream did before him ? Will they derive their 
Certainty from Spinofa ? Can fuch an obfcurf ) 
perplext, unintelligible Author create fuch Ccr* 
tainty,. as leaves no Doubt or Diftruft ? If he 
is indeed to be underftood, what does he alkdge 
more than the ancient Fatalifts have done tmt 
^fhould amount to Demonftratibn t 

Befidcs, if, as they pretend, they are efta- 
blifli'd beyond Poffibility of Deception in the 
Truthrof their Maxims, why are they fo very 
fond of thofe Authors, that fet up any new 
Dodrine, and why do they embrace with (6 
much Pleafure their new Schemes of Irreligion ? 
They arc very glad to hear gf any great Genius, 
that can invent frefli Arguxpents to firengthen 

their 
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their Opinions, and does not this betray a fecret 
Diffidence that demands further Light and Coo- 
firmatioo I 

Bat further, fince thefe Gentlemen fliewfo 
much Induftry in propagating their Opinions, 
and are fo fond of malking Profelytes to Athcifni ; 
fince they a{Fed:.a Zeal in countenancing, ap- 
plauding and. preferring thofe whom they have 
ddiver'd'from Religious Prejudices, and re- 
fbrm'd and refin'd with their fi^Cj large and ge- 
nerous Principles ; how comes it to pafs, that 
they negleft to inform and improve their 
ncareft Relations ? are they careful to inftrud: 
their Wives and Daughters, that they need not 
revere the imaginary phantom of a God ; That 
Religipn is the Creature of a Timorous and Su- 
perftitious Mind, or of crafty Pricffs, and cun- 
ning Politicians : That therefore they are free 
from all Reftraintsof Virtue and Confcience, 
and may proftitute their Perfons in themoft li- 
centious Manuei:, without^ny Rcmorfe, or un- 
eafieRefleftion : That 'tis, idk- to &aranv Di- 
vine Puniftimertt hereafter, andas totheSh.mi? 
and pifhonour that may attend theLilxrties th^^ 
take, iniTafc they become Publick, tJiatScndil 
proceeds from t-he grofs Miftatcs of People per- 
verted with Religion, and mlfgiiid(;d by ^a Be- 
lief of a Divine Beings ani of Rewards and 
Puniftimentsjaan imaginai-y Life after this ? : 

Do they take Pains to inform their tldefl: 
SoitoSi-thattheyowetlicnino Gratitude or CI- > 

bjdicncii;. 
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bcdience ; that they, may ufe an uncontrouVd 
Freedom in indulging all their Appetites^ Paf- 
lions and Inclinations; that if they are willing 
to poffefs their Father's Honour and Eftatesy 
they may by Poifon, or the Poniard take awaj 
his Lift, and if they are careful to avoid the Pu-^ 
niftiment of the Magiftrate by their fecrct Gon 
duft, they may be Fully fatisfy'd of the lima* 
cence of theAftion, and as they have donethcm- 
fclvcs much Good, fd they have done theii Fa- 
ther no Injury^ and therefore may enjoy in pen- 
feft Tranquility the Fruits of their- Parricide ; 
Whatever they may affirm among their loofc 
Friends, I*cannot conceive they can be guilty of 
fo much Folly, as to propagate tKcfc Gpinion^ 
in their own Families, and inftruft their Wives 
and Children in the boundlefs Liberties, which 
*by the Principles of Atheifm are their undoubt- 
ed Right. For in all A ftions, where Religion 
does not interpofe^nd reflrain us, we are pcr- 
fedly, ashas been faid, free to aft as we thinfc. 
beft for our Profit and Pleafurc. 

Befidesto what adeplorableCondition would 
Mankind be reducM mould thefe Opinions' be 
univerfally embraced f If fo many Kings and Vo^ 
tentates, who yet profefs their Belief of a God, . 
and of Rewards and Punifhments in a Life to 
come, do notwithftanding from boundlefs Am- 
bition, and a cruelTemper, opprefs theirSuhjefts > 
at Home, and ravage and deftroy their Neigh- 
bours abroad, fliould think themfelves free from 
all Divine Obligations} ^ni therefore too from 

the 
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the "Keftnrinrs 6f Oaths and folemnContrafts ;. 
thefc Fences and Securities removed, whVit a de- 
Inge of Calanjities would break in upon the 
World/' WhatOpprcflion, what Violence, what 
Kapinerwhat £>^vaftation would fihifh the Ru- 
in of Human Nature? For if mighty Princes 
are fatisfy'd that it is inipoffible for them to do 
any Wrong; what Bounds are lefHo infatiable 
Avarice and- exorbitant Tbirft'of Power f. If 
Moatrchsmay without the leaft Guilt violate 
their Trcaries, break their Vows, betray their 
Friends, and'facrifice their Truth and Hbnour 
at Pleafure to their Pafliow;, or their Intereft, 
what Truft, what Confidence could be fupport- 
ed between Neighbour Potentates 5 and with- 
out this what Sonfufibn and Diftradion muft 
ofNeceflity enfaef 

On the other Hand, if Subjeds were univer- 
fally Atheifts, and look*d on themfelves as un- 
der no divine Obligation to pay any Diity or 
Obedience to the Supream Mdgiftrate ; if they 
beirev'dthat when they took their Oaths of Al- 
legiance they fwore by nothing, and invocated 
a.Powernotin Being ; that therefore thofeOaths 
obligee them no longer than they think it (afe, 
and for their Ihtereft to break them; fliould 
f trch Principles obtain, would not the Thrones 
of Princes ht moft precarious ; Would not Am- 
birion, Revenge, Refeatment, or Intereft, con- 
tioually excite fome or other to betray or af- 
fault tne Lives of their Soveraignsf and why 
ihotildihey be blam'd by the Atheift fordoing 
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it? Why are Traitors, AfTaffinSjLHaters^f their ' 
Princes^ and Enemies lo their Country, brand- 
ed with the odious:Namesof Ruffians and Vil- 
lains, if they lye under no Obligations to aft 
otherwife than they do ? 

Should Confpirfltorsjwho aflaffinate their law- 
ful Soveraign, iiave the good Fortune to- xnake 
their JEfcape, I ask the Atheift, if he has in the 
leaft an ill Opinion of them for being engag'd in 
fuch an execrable Undertaking? If he lays he 
has not, then the Point is gain'd, andanAtheift 
is what I have reprefented. If he fay s he has, I 
next ask.him, Why ? Let him teli.me in what 
their Guilt confifts ? Is it in the Breach of any 
Divine Law ? that cannot be, for he owns none* 
Is it the Tranfgreffmn of any human Law ? Tell 
me, what Obligation he is under to obey any 
human Law, if no Divine Law enforces fuch 
Obedience ? Does their Guilt conCft in the 
Breach of their Duty to their Prince and their 
Oaths of Allegiance ? Still the fame Queftion 
recurrs, what Duty cana Subjeft owe co a Prince 
which Divine Laws do not conftitute and deter- 
mine ? And how can an Oath of Allegiance bin^, 
but by Virtue of fome Divine Command, that 
obliges us not to violate our Vows ? 

By this it appears that an Atheift muft bethe 
woru of Subjefts. That his Principles fubvert 
the Thrones- of Princes, and un/ermine the 
Foundatiojis of Government and Society,- on 
wlucKthe Happinefs oC, Mankind fo-much de- 
pends; 
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Dsnds; and therefore 'tis not poffible to cooceiYC 
now there can be a greater Diuurber of the pub^ 
lick Peace, or a greater Enemy to his Prince and 
Country, than a profeft AtW^* who propa- 
gates with Zeal his deftrudive Opinions. : 

I have prov'd, in-the following Pdem,* that 
no Hypotnefis tttherco invented in favour of 
Impiety, has the lead Strength orS<ilidity, no 
not the leaft Appearance of Truth to recommend 
iti. A' Man muft bedeferted of Heaveny an4 
inflexibly harden'd, that cannot.orrather will not 
fee theUnreafonablenefi of irreligious Principles. 
I demand only a candid Temper in the Reader^ 
and a Mind pleas'd with Truth, and deliver*^ 
from, the Prejudices of Atheiftical Convejfa- 
tiotu 
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Summary Accoum 



O F T HE 



iFoliowing PocQT, afnd of wHatr 
is contain^, in each Book. 



THE Defign^of this Worl^ is to dem^nfirati:' 
the Exifiencc of a Divine EterptalA^nd^ 
The ^rgHt^nts us' d for, this Endy^rt $aken: 
from the. various JUarki of Wifdom and .Artfttl 
Contrivancey which areEvidentto otir Objervati' 
on in the fever al Farts of the Material Worlds « 
and in the Faculties of the HnmanSoHL 

The FirJi^Book^ contains the Proof of a.Deitj^ ^ 
from the Infiances of Dejign and Choice^ 'which 
occur in theStrmSiure and Oualities of Earth and . 
Sea. 

The Second fur fues the Proof of the fa,me Pro*^ 
fpfitiony There is a God, from the CeleJlialMo* 
tionSy and more fully from the Apfear^mces in the 
Solar Sjftem and the Air a 

IntheThird'i the ObjeBions^which are brought 
Bj Atheifiical Philofophers againfl the Hjpothejis 
efiablijydin the two preceding Bookix^^^^J^^'^* 



A Summary Account, &c. 

In the Fourth is laid down the Hyfothejis of th& 
^tomifts or Epicureans, and other Irreligious Phi* 
lofiphers^ ana confuted* 

In the Fifth, the DoElrine of the FaiaHfls- or 
Ariftotelians> who make the World to h EtermUy 
is conJider*d and fuhverted. 

In the Sixthy the Argument of the two firfi 
Books is rejkm*di and the Exigence of God 
demonjirated from the Prudence and Art difco^ 
ver*din the feveral Parts of the Bodi of Man. 

In the Seventh'^ the fame Demonjtration is car* 

2i*d OH from the Contemplation of the Inftinffs in 
rute Animals y and the Faculties and Operations 
of the Soul of Man. The Book^ conchuks with st 
iecapitulation of what has ieen treated of j and a 
Hfum to the Creator of the Worlds 
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CREATION. 

A 

Philofophical POEM. 

In SEVEN BOOKS. 
BOOK I. 



The ARGUMENT. 

rriieFraf^ioii. The Invocation. Thi Exi/ttaee ^ » Gad 
Jtmm^rattdfremtht MMrks(f H^ifJom, ( hoici »ni AtIm 
which »f ptuT in tbtVifibU Wn-U, »ni 'njtriut InttOiitat 
MtidFrttCaufe. Thii evinc'dfrtmthtCvmtmptMim. I. 
Of thi Earth. I. Ill Situation, x. Tht CahtfiMtfitt 
Pmrtt, nautit/ilv'd^at^ Hjfoihtfityiifradiu'd. J.A4 
StMb'dily. 4.. Us SlruSurt, or thi OrJtraf'itt TMfti, f. 
ItiMatimDiumaUndAtinuaL or tljt tht Moiinnftm 
Sun in both thoft re/peHs. Tht Caiifi rf thtft Moliint "ot 
ytt'tfotmttdpriyanyPhiiofopher. 6. UiOut{iiU»T»cei 
the BMHiittandCtni/enitncieitfit ; its Moummhi, LMkts, 
anJRiveri. II. ThtExjfieaa if a God trtv'd frem the 
iiarkt *nd Imfrt^s of FmJmte tifD^gn, whitb 
»f(e»r 
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MffuriathtSu. i. Inits Ttrnutiti*. %. Thttrtptr- 
tien ^ its P*rii i»rtj^ tfth» EM-tby. j . Iti £iAM*lwt. ^. 
.2*« CvnttxtHn ^ it, PMrtt. f, It, Bnuki&orBrm 
.^fMiity. 6. UinnxMvlBjjbtx. 

D more of Conrti. of Trlmajlbi, ot 

ot Arms, 
\ Ho more of Valour'i fercct « 

Beauty's Clurmsi 
I The Theamsof Vulgar Uy»,wiA, 

1 leave uniting, the Flocks, 

7JlkTleafiimo( die Land, aiidTomiFaAf tkcBW*. 
HowAbjed, hvwingloiioiu'tiit&lye 
GroTeling in Dull and Darknefc, when on high 
Empires immeoleand rolling Worklt of Light 
Tq range their Heav'nlj Scenes the Mule invite t 

■ I meditate to Soar above the Skies, 
ToHeights unknown, t&ro" Wayiuntry'd, torift: 

' 1 would th' Eternal&om his Works aj&ri, 
AndfingtbeWondersot Cmttng Ait. 

While 1 this aoexampW Task cAy, 
Pafitwrul Gulgiu, and'betfmypvnfuiWa]', 
' CelfAialDme, Divine Afiiaance bring, 

SnAMttmeoBtby ftrangnncndcd Wing; 
• ThttlnJayreachih'AlmJghty'sSaaedThrone, 
And nuke hil cau&lefs row'r,. the Caufc of all Tbiogt, 
known , 

ThoudoftthefullExtenrof Naturefte, 
AndthewiileRcalmioI villmmcallty: 
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Eternal Wifilemthou doft comprehend, 
Rf ie to her Heights, and to her Depths defctdd? 
The Father's fecret Coatifels thou can'ft telJ, 
Who io his Bofbm didil for ever dwell : 
Thou ontheDeep'sdark Face, Immortal Dove 
Thou, with almighty EiKrgy didd move 
^ On the wild Wa^es, incumbent didftdifplay, 
« Thy genial Wings, and hatth primaeval Day : 

• Order irom thee, from thee Diftin^ien came, 
. And all the Beauties ot the wotidrous Frame : 

• Hence ftampt on Nature we Pcrfedionfind, 
« f^air as th' Idea in th' Eternal Mind. 

See, thro' this vaft extendedTheater 
Of Skill Divine what (hiniog Marks appear : 
Creating Pow'r is all around expref^. 
The God difcover'd, and his Care confeil. 
Nature's high Birth, her Heav'nly Eeauticsihow : 
By ev'ry Feature we the Parent know. 
Th' expanded Spheres atnazing to the Sight, 
Magnificent with Stars and Globes of Lights 
TheGlorious Orbs, which Heav'ns bright Hoft compoi^' 
'Th'imprifbn'dSea, that reftlefs ebbs and flowsj 
* The fluduating Fields of liquid Air, 
-With all the curious Meteors hov'riog there, 
' And the wide Regions of the Land, proclaim 
■ The Pow'r Divine, that rais^ the mighty Fxaroc. 

What Things foc'er are to %n End referred. 
And in their Motions ftill that End regard. 
Always the Fitncfs of the Means reipcft, 
Theie as conducive chufe, andthoie reje$. 
Muft by a Judgment foreign and^nknowa 
*Be guided totheir End, or by their own. 
TortodefignanEnd, andtopurfue 
That^ad b^ MCVIS9 and have it iUU 10 View; 
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Demands a Confcious, Wife, refle£^iog Caufe, 
Which hrely Slopes, and ads bj Reafoa's Laws : 
That can deliberate, Means ele^, and £nd 
Their due Gmnexion wirh the End defign'd. 
And fince the World'^ wide Frame do's not include 
A Caufe with fuch Capacities endu*d 3 
Some other^Caufeo'er Nature muflpreiide. 
Which gave her Birth, and do's her Motions guide. 
And here behold the Caufe, which Ga</ we name* 
TheSourfeof Being, and the Mind Supreme-* 
Whofe perfedl Wiidom, and whofe prudent Ca^c, 
With one Confederate Voipe unnumbered Worlds declare. 

See how the Earth has gained that very Place, 
WhichoF all other s in theboundlei's Space 
Is mofl: convenient, and will beft conduce 
To the wile Ends required for Nature's U{e. 
You, who:the Mind and Cauie Supreme deny, , 
Nor on his Aid to form the World rely, ^ • 
Muft grant, had perfedi; Wifclombeenemploy'd 
Tofiikl, thro* all th* Interminable Void, 
A Seat motVproper, and which beft berame 
The Earth and Sea, it muft have been the £ime. 



Now, who can this furprizing FaA conceive. 
Who this Event Fortuitous believe. 
That the Brute Earth unguided (hould embrace 
The only Ufcful, only proper Place, 
Of all the Millions in the empty Space ? 

Could (lupid Atoms witli impetuous Speed 
By diflPrent Roads and ad verfe Ways proceed ; 
From Regions opt>ofite begin their Flight, 
That here they might Rencounter, here Unite? 
What Charms could thefe Terreftrial Vagrantsfcc 
Inthisone Point oF alllmmenntj, 
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That all th'enamour'd Troops (hould thither flow ? 

Did they its ufcftil Situation know ? 

And when the Squadrons with a fwift Career -v 

Had reach'd that Point, why didthcy fettle there, V 

When nothing check'd their Fh'ght, butGuIphsof Airj J 

Since Epicurtis and bis SchoJarsfay 

That unobfltudled Matter flies away. 

Ranges the Void, and knows not where to flay; 



If you, ^gaciousSonsof Art, pretend 
That by their Native Force they did defcend. 
And ceas'd to move, when they had^ain'd their End : 
That Native Force ti!l you inlighten'd kn' w. 
Can its my fterious Spring difclofe, and fhow 
How it's exerted, how it does impcJ^ 
Your uninftru£tive Words' rio doubt difpcl. 
We ask you, whence docs Motive Vigour flow ? 
You (ay the Nature of the Thing is lb. 
But how docs this relieve th' Inquirer's Pain f 
Or how the dark impulfive Power explain ? 

The Aromifts, who Skill Mechanic tcarh. 
Who boaft their clearer Sight, and deeper Reach, 
Aflcrt their Atomes took that happy ?ear^ 
Defermin'd thither by their inbred Weight 3 
That downward thro' thefpacious Void they drove 
To that one Point, from all the Parts ab.ovc. 
Grant this Pofition true, iho* Up and Down 
Arc to a Space not limited unknown ,• 
But lincc they iay our Earth from Morn to Mom 
On its own Axis is oblig'd to turn 5 
That fwitt Rotation muft difperfe ?n Air 
All Things which on the rapid Orb appear : 
And if no Paw'r that Motion fliould controuL 
It mufl disjoint and diiTipate the Whole : 
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'Tis by ExperieDce tmcontefted found. 
Bodies Orbicular, when whirling round, 
Slill (hake oft all Things on their Surface p)ac'd» 
And to a Dftbnce from the Center cafl. 

If pondrous Atomes are (btnuch m Love 
^ith this one Point, that all wiU thither movc« 
^ve them the Situation they defire ; 
-Butletusthen, ye Sages, next enquire. 
What Caufe of their Cohe{k>n can you find^ 
What Props fupport, what Chains the Fabrickbind? 
Why do not Beaftsthat move, or Stones that lye 
Loofe on the Field, tho' dllhat Regions fiy ? 
Or why do Fragments, from a Mountain rent. 
Tend to the Earth, with fucha fwilt Dcfcent f 



Thofe who defcribe this one deternaia'd Coui£c 
Of pondrous Things to Gravitating Force, 
Refer us to a Quality occult. 
To fenfclefs Words, for which while they mfuk 
Withjud Contempt the famous Stagyrite, 
Their Schoolsihodd bleft the World with clearer Light. 
Some, the round Earth's Cohefion to fbcure> 
For that hard Task employ Magnetic Pow'r. 
Remark, iky they, the Globe, with Wonder own 
Its Nature, like the fgim'd attradlivc Stone. 
Thishas its Axis, foth*Obferver tells. 
Meridians, Poles, iEquator, Parallels. 
To the Terreftriai Poles by conftant Fate 
Th' Obfequious Poles themfelves accommodate. 
And when ot thisPo/ltiondifppfleft 
They move, andftrivc, nor ever will they reft 
Till their lov'd Situatkm they regain. 
Where pleas'd they fettle, and unmov'dTemain. 
And (hould you, €o Experience does decide, 
IncofmaU PartSithe wondrous^tonedivide« 

Toi 
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Ten Thoufand of nAinuf eft Size ex{>re(i 
The fame Propenfion» wliich th^ large pofIefs» 
Heace all the Globe, ('tis laid) we may conclude 
With this prevailing Energy eadn'd. 
That this Attradive, this furprizing Stone 
Has no peculiar Vertue of its own \ 
Nothing, but what iscommon to the whol^ 
To Sides, to Axis, and to either Pole. 

The mighty Magnet from the Center darts 
Thisftroog, tho*fubtile Force, thro' all the Parts: 
Its adire Rays ejacu/atcd thence. 
Irradiate all the wide Circumference^ 
While e? *ry Part is in Proportion bleft. 
And of itsdueattradlivePow'rpoflcft; 
While adverfe ways theadverfe Atomesdraw 
With the iame ftreagth, by nature's coaAant Law 
Ballanc'd and fixt* ti^y can no longer moire i 
Thro' Gulphs immtnfe no more ungaided rove. 
If Cords are puU'd to advcrfe Ways, we find 
The more we draw them, they the (after bidd. 
So when with equal Vigour Nature drains. 
This way and that, thefefine Mechanic Chains, 
They fix the Earth, they Part to Part unite, 
Prefcrve their Stru^ure, and prevent their Flight> 
PreiTurc, they fay, and Weight we muiftdifowo. 
As things Occult, by no Ideas known. 
And on the Earth's Magnetic Pow'r depend* 
To fix its Seat> its Union to defend. 

Let us thisfam'd Hypothefisfurvey, 
And with attentive Thought remark the Way, 
How Earth's attractive Parts their Force difplay. 
The Mafi, 'tis £iid, from its wfde Bofbm pours 
Torrents ot Atomcs, and Eternal Sfaow'rs 

C . Of 
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Gf fine Magnetic Darts> of Miittcrmad^ ' -. T 

Sofubtilc, Marble they wkiir£ajSe. pervade: 

Rcfin'd, andCnexttoIocorparetl}thin» 

Not by AufonUn Glaf&s to be feea, 

Theie Emanations take tbeir condant Flight 

Swift from the Earth,, as from the Sun the4<igbti 

Toadetermin'd DiAancetheyafcend* 

And there inlicd their Cottrfe^ and downward tend. 

What can infult unequal Reafon more. 
Than this Magnetic, this Myftcrious Pow'r ? 
ThatCordsai^ Chains beyond Conception fmallt 
Should gird and bind io fait this mighty Ball : 
That a^ive Rays (houW fpring from ev'ry Part, 
And tho* fo fubtile, (hould fuch Force exert ! 
That the Light Legions (hould be fent abroad. 
Range all the Air, andtraverfe cvVy Road : 
To ftated Limits (hould Excuriionf n^ke. 
Then backward of thenvielves thdr Journey take .- 
Should in their Way to folid Bodies cling, 
And home to Earth the Captive Matter bring ; 
Where all things, on its Surface fpread, are bound 
By their Coercive Vigour to the Ground ! 
Can this be c'one without a Guide Devine ? 
Should we to this Hypothcfis incline. 
Say, does not here confpicuous W ifdom ihinc ; 
Whocan enough Magnetic Forceadmixc ? 
Does is not Counfel and Defign require 
To give the Earth this wond'rous Energy, 
In (uch a Mcafure, fuch a juft Degree, 
That it (hould ftill pertorni.its deftin*d Task, 
As Nature's Endsand various Ufesa^k? 



For (hould our Globe have had a great^.^harc 
Ot this (Irong Force, by which the Part«cohcrc> 
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Tbings had been bound by fucb a pow'rfal Chain, . 
That all would fix'd and motionlefs remain. 
All Men, like Statues, on the Earth would (land. 
Nor would they move the Foot, or ftretch the Hand. 
Birds would not range the Skies, nor Beads the Woods, 
Nor could the Fifh divide the ftiflFcn'd Floods, 
Again, had this ftrange Energy been lefs, 
Defcdl had been a? fatal' as Excefs. 
For want of Cemefit ftrong enough to bind 
The Strufturc faft, huge Ribs of Rock disjoin'd 
Without an Earthquake, from their Bafe would ftarr, 
-And HfJis unh/ng'd from their deep Roots depart. 
And whileour Orb pcrform'd its daily Race- 
All Beings found upon its ample Face, 
Would, bv that Motion diffipated, fly 
Whirl'd from the Globe, and fcattcr thro* the Sky. 
They muft Obedientto Mechanic Laws 
Aflemble, where the ftronger Magnet draws ; 
Whether the Sun that ftronger Magnet proves. 
Or cliefbme Planet's Orb, that nearer moves. 

Who can unfold the Caufc that docs recall 
Magnetic Rays, and make them backward fall ? 
If thefe Effluvia, which do upward tend, 
Becaule lefs heavy than the Air, afcend ; 
Why do they ever from their Height retreat. 
And why return to feck their Central Seat ? 
From the ^raeCaufe, ye Sons of Art, declare 
Can they by turns defcend, and ri/c in Air ? 
Prodigious 'tis, that one attraflive Ray 
Should this Way bend, the next an adverie Way : 
For (hould th* unfben Magnetic Jets defcend 
All the fame way, they could not gain their End : 
They could not draw and bind the Fabrick faft, 
Unlcfs alike they cvVy Part cmbrac'd, 

C a How 
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How does CATUftHs^ his Sintws ftrain. 
How much hclabours, and how much in vain. 
The Earth's A ttradti vc Vigour to explain ? 
This bold Contriver thus his Thought conveys: 
Inccflani Streams of thin Magnetic Rays 
Gu(h from their Fountains, with impetuous Force, 
In cither Pole, then take an adverfc Courfc.. 
Thofcfrom the Southern Pole, the Northern feck : 
The Southern, thofc,- that from the Nether n break; 
1 n either Pole thefe Rays emitted meet 
Small Pores provided, for their Figures fit ; 
Still to and fro they Circulating pafs. 
Hold all the Fr^tne, and firmly bind the Mafs. 
Thus he the Parts ot Earth firom Flight reftrains, 
And girds it faft by fine Imagined Chains. 

But oh ! How dark is human Reafon found. 
How vain the Man, with Wit and Learning crown'di 
How feeble all his Strength , when he EiTays 
To trace dark Nature, and detect her Ways, 
Unlefs he calls its Authdr to his Aid, 
"W ho cvVyibcret Spring of Motion laidj 
Whoever all his wondrous Works prefides. 
And to their Ufeful Ends their Caufes guides ? 
Thcfc Paths in vain are by Enquirers trod \ 
There's no Philolophy without a God. 

Admir'd Cartefim> let the Curipus know. 
If your Magnetic A tomes always flow 
From Pole to Pole, what torm'd their double Sour(e, 
What fpurr'd, what gave them theirinflefted Courfe, 
Tell , what could drill and perforate the Poles, 
And to th* attra^Stive Rays^dapt their Holes? 

Race fo long what prompts them to purfue? 
Have the Blind Troops th' important Endin view ? 

H 
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How are the/ fare they in the Poles (hall meet 

Fores of a Figure to their Figure fit ? 

Arc they with fuch Sagacity endu'd 

To know, if this their Journey be purfu'd, 

They (hall the Earih*s Conftr u^ure clofcly biod, 

And to the Center keep the Parts confin'd. 

Let Ds review this whole Magnetic Scheme, 
Till wifer Heads a wilcr Model frame. 
For Earth*s Formation let fit A tomes ftart. 
To onedetermin*d Point, from ev'ry Part, 
Encountering there from Regions oppo(it#i 
They cla(h, and interrupt each other's Flight j 
And Rendezivoufing with anadverfe Courfe, 
Produce an equal Po'ze, by equal Force : 
For while the Parts by Laws Magnetic ad:. 
And are at once attra^ed and attrad^ : 
While matched in Strength they keep the doubtful Field, 
And neither overcome, and neither yield. 
To happy Purpdfe they their Vigour fpcnd. 
For thefe Contentbns in the Balanceeod^ 
WhiclllBult in liquid Air the Globe lolpend. 



} 



Beddes Materials which are Brute and Blind, 
Did not this Work require a Knowing Mind? 
Who for the Task (hould fit Detachments chufe 
From alltlie Atomes, which theirHoft diffu& 
Thro* the wide Regions of the boundlcfs Space, 
And for their Rendezvous appoint the Place. 
Who (hotild command, by his Almighty Nod, 
Tbefe chofen Troops, unconfcious of the Road, 
And unacquainted with th' appointed End, 
Their Marches tobegiir, and thither tend i 
Direfirthem a(ltotaketbencareft Way, 
Whence none of all tb' uoiQumber'd Millions (Iray : 

C 3 Mtke 



I* CREATIOKT. Booii. 

Make them advance with fuch an equal Pace, 
From all the adverfc Regions of the Space, 
That they at once fliould reach the deftin'd Place j 
Should muder there, and round the Center Cwarm^ 
And draw together in a Globou^Form. 



} 



Grant, that by mutual Oppofit ion made 
Ot ad vcric Parts, their mutual Flight is ftaid j 
That thus the whole is in a Balance laid i 
Docs it not all Mechanic Heads confound, 
That Troops of A tomes, from all Parts around. 
Of equal Num^r and oi equal Force, 
Should to this ^ngle Point direft their Courfe j 
That fo the Counter-prciTure cv*ry way, 
Of equal Vigour, might their Motions ftay. 
And, by a (leady Poifc, the whole in Quiet lay? 

Bcfides, the Structure of the Earth regard: 
For Firranefs how is all its Frame prepar'd ? 
With what amazing Skill is the vaft Buildiqg rear 
Metals and Veins of folid Stone arc found 
The chief Materials, which the Globe compound. 
5ee, how the Hills, which highin Airafcend„ 
From Pole to Pole their lofty Lines extend. 

Thefe ftrong unfhaken Mounds rcfift the Shocks 
Of Tides and Seas tempeftuous, while the Rocks 
That (ccret in a long continued Vein 
Pals thro" the Earth, the pondrousPilc fuftain : 
Thefe mighty Girders, which the Fabrick bind, 
Thefe Ribs robuft and vaft, in Order join'd ; 
Thelc fubterranean Walls difpos'd with Art, 
Such Strength, and fuch Stability impart. 
That Storms above, and Earthquakes under Ground 
Break not the Pillars, nor the Work confound. 
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Give to the Earth a Form Orbicular, 
Let it bepois'd, and hung in Ambient Air > 
Give it the Situatioti to the Sun 
Such as is only fit i when thtHs done, 
Suppofe it dill reraain'd a ]azf Heap » 
From what we grant, yon no Advantage reap. . 
Tou either mud the Earth from Red difturb. 
Or roll around the Heav'hs the Solar Orb. 
Elfc what a dreadful Face wiUNature wear ? 
How horrid will the&loneibme Seats appear ? 
This ne'er wbukJ fee one kind refrc/hing Ray i 
That would be ruin'd, but a different way* . 
Condcmn'd to Light, ^ cuf s'd with cn^icfs Day» 
A cold Iflandian DefaK one would grow. 
One, like S<Vi/i^;i Furnaces, would glow.^ 



I 



That Naturemay this fatal Error n)un> 
Move, which will pleafe you bed, theEatthor San. 
But, fay, from what great Builder's Magazines 
Ydti'il Engtmt^tetch, what drong. what vad Machines 
win you employ to give this Motion Birth, 
/ lid whirl foiwif tly round the Sua or Earth ? 
Ye learned Heads, by what Mechanic Laws 
Will /ou of either Orb this Motion cau& ? 
Why do they move? why in a Circle? why 
With fuch a Meaforeof Velocity ? 
Say, why thc'Eafth, it not the Earth, the Sua 
Does thro* his winding Rcac) the^odiack run? 
Why do revolving Orbs their Tracks fublime 
So condant keep, that Ance the Birth of I'ime 
They never vary'd their accudoniy'ttacc, ' 
Nor lod a Minute info long a Race? ' 

But hold, perhaps I rudely prefs toa far s 
Ycuare not vcrft in Reas^nldg Co fevere. 

C4 To 
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To afirft Qucftion your Reply's at hand 5 
Ask but a fcfond, and you fpcechlcfs ftand- 

You fwim a-top, aud on the Surface ftriw. 

But to the Depths ot Nature never dive j 

For if you did, inftrudled you*d explore 

Divine Contrivance, and a God adore. 

Ye Sons of ■ Art, one curious Piece devifc* 

From whofe Cbnftrwaure Motion (hall arife* 

Machines, to all Philofophcrs 'tis known, 

Moveby a Foreign Impulfc, not their own. 

ThenIetG>i^i7iM/chufe what Frame he pleaic, I 

By which to turn the Heav'niy Orbs with Eafc 5 

Thofe Orbs muft reft, Yill by th* exerted Foree^ 

Of fbme fir ft Mover they begm their Courfe r 

Meer Difpofition, meer Mechanic Art» 

Can never Mption to the Globes impart: 

And if they could, the Mark s of wife Dcfign 

In that Contrivance would confpicuous fliiae. 

ThefeQueftionsftill recur, weftilldemandv 

>Vbat moves them firfl, and puts them off atHandi 

'What makes them this one way their Race dire^, 1 

"While they a thoufand other ways rcjeft f > 

"Why do they never oncetbeir Courfe infled / * 

Why do they roll with fuch an equal Pace» 

And to a Moment ftill perform their Race ? 

Why Earth or Sun Diurnal Stages keep ? 

In Spiral Tracks why through the Zodiack creep ?' 

Who can accoiint for this» unlels they fay 

Thefe Orbs th' eternal Mixtd's Com mand obey, 

W||o bad them move, did all their Motions guide,. 

To each itsdeftin'd Province did divide j 

Which to compieat he gave them Motive Pow'r, 

Thatfhalla as long as he docs WiUj endure? 



ThuswethcFriimeof Nature have cxprefti 
Now view the Eartfii mfioiQi'dJeauty dreft : 
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The variousScenes, whicb various Charms dlfpky. 
Thro' all th' extended Theater furvey.. 

Seehowfublime th'uplifted Mountains rile, 
Aild with their pointed Heads invade tke Skies. 
How the high Clifistheir craggy Arms extend* 
Diftinguifli States, and fever'd Realms defend } 
How ambientShores confine the reftlefs Deep, . . 
Ati^ in their ancient Bounds the Billows keep *. ' 
The hollow Vales their fmiling Pr idc untold >. 
What rich Abundance do tlieir Boibms hold? ^ 

Regard ihdr lovely Verdure, ravifli'd view* 
Thefpringing Flow'rs of various Scent and Hue;- . 
Not Eaftern Monarchs, on their Nuptial Day . 
In dazling Gold and Purple (hine £o gay 
As the bright Nativesof th* unlabour'd Ficld,^ 
Unverft in Spinning, and in Looms unskii'd. 
Sec, how therip'ning Fruits the Gardens crown, . 
Imbibe the'Sun, and make his Light their awn*; . . 
Seethe fweet Brooks in Silver Mazes aeep». . 
Eiiricb the Meadows, and fupply the Deep i 
Whitefrom their weeping Urns the Founuins flow, - . 
And Vital Moifture, where they pafs, befto^^. 
Admire the narrow Stream, and fpreading L^ke» -. 
ThcprouSafpiring Grove, and humble Brake '; 
HbwdotheForcftsand the Woods delight f 
How the fweet Gladesand Openings charm the Sight/- 
ObferV'e the pleasant Lawn and airy Plain, 
The fertile Furrows rich with various Grain j . . 
Howufeful all ? howall confpire to grace .. 4 

Th* extended Earth, and beautific her Facei .' 

Now. fee, with Kow much Art the Parts ire ma Jci . 
Wfchhowipuch Wildomarcihc^/wi/iilaid, 
Oh different Weight, and ot a different Kind, • . 
9f fundry For ms, for fundr y Er d$ dcfign'd ? 
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Here in their Beds the finifh'd Minerals refl:» 
'there the rich Wombs the Seeds of Gold digcfl:^ 
Here in fit Moulds, to InHlun Nations known, 
Are caft the feveral kinds of precious Stone > 
The Dianiond here, by mighty Monarchs W9m> 
Fair, as the Star that uihers in the Morn \ 
There, fplendid by the Sun*s embody'd Ray» 
The beauteous Rubiedoesits Light diiplay. 
There Marble's various colocnr'd Veins are fpread % 
Hereof BAri»f»f»un£ti6us Stores are bred. 
What Skill on all its Surface is beaow*d, 
To make the Earth for Man a fit Abode ? 
The upper Moulds, with adive Spirits ftor'd^ 
And rich in verdant Progeny, afford 
Theflow'ryPafturc, andthefliady Wood, 
To Men their Phyfick, and to Beads their Food. 

Proceed yet farther, andaProfJ>edtake 
Of the fWift Stream, andot the landing Lake. 
Had not the Deep been form'd that might contain 
All the CoUe^ed Treafurcs of the Main, 
The Earth had ftiU o'crwhclm'd with Water ftoo4 
To Man an uninhabitable Flood . 
Yet had not Part as k iodly (laid behind. 
In the wide Ciflerns of the Lakes confin'd. 
Did not the Springs and Rivers drench the Land». 
Our Globe would grow a W ilderncfs of Sand } 
The Plants and Groves, the tame and favage Beaft, 
And Man, their Lord, would die with Drought oppreft* 
Kow, as you fee, the floating Element 
Part loofe in Streams, part in the Ocean pent. 
So wifely is difpois'd, as may conduce 
To Man's Delight^ or ncccjDlary Ufe. 



See how the Mountains in the miidfl'di vide 
Thenobleft'RegionSf that from either iide 
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The Streams, which to the Hills their Currents owe, '% 

May ev'ry way aloog the Valleyflow, \ 

And verdant Wealth on all the Soil beftow. J 1 

Sb Atlas, and the Mountains of the Moon, 

From North to South in lofty Ridges run 

Thro*^iViir Realms, whence falling Waters lave 

Th' interior Regions with a winding Wave. 

They various Rivers give to various Soil, 

Niger to Guinea, and lo^yft Nik, 

So from the towering Atfi^ oo'difierent Sides, 

DdfTolving Snows deiceod in num -rous Tides, . 

"Which in the Vale beneath their Parties joy n 

To form thcRhmey the DannBe, and the ^IMne,- 

So Caucafus, afpiring Tanfm fo. 

And &m'd Imaus, ever white with Snow, 

Thro' £a(l^n Gimes their lofty Headscxtendy 

And this and that way an)^ Currents fend : 

A thoufand Rivers make their crdoked Way, . 

And difembogue their Floods tAto the Sea \ 

Whence ftiouldthcy ne'er by fecret Roads retire. 

And to the Hills, fromwhenccthey carpe, afptrci ; 

They by their conftant Streams would (b encresfis 

Thewatry Stores, sndraiie fo high the Se^ks, 

That the wide Hollow wofald not long centfnn 

Th' unequal t* rcafures of the (Wclliffg Main : 

Scorning the Mounds Whicii howits Tide with(land> . 

The Sea would jpafo the Sbere9> and dVown the Land* 



Tell, by what Pathsi whatfubtcrranean Ways, 
B4ck to the Fountain's Head the Sea conveys * 
The rcfluehiRtrers, and the Land rel)ays. 
Tell, whatfuperior, whfttcortttbuliflgCaufe 
iMifeft Waters in coiW?cmpt of Nature's La w j» 
Climb up, and gain th^afprring Mduatam's height* 
Swift andlotijetfulof their SStivo Weight. 
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what happy Works, what Engines uodcrGrouod» 
What Infti uments of curious Art are found. 
Which muft with everlafiing Labour {^7, 
Back to their Springs the Rivers to convey. 
And keep their Correfpondence with the Sea r 

Perhaps youlliay, their Streams the Rivers owe 
In part to Plain, in part te melting Snows 
And that th* attra6i:ed watry Vapours xi/e . . . 
From Lakes and Seas, andJ^thcbwerSkies^ 
Thefe when condensed the airy. Region pours 
On the dry Earth in Rain, or gentte Show'rs. 
Th' infmuating Drops fink thro' theSand, 
And pafs theporous Strainersof the Land ; 
Which trefh Supplies of liquid Riches being. 
To ev'ry River's Head, toeachexhaufted^Spnog^ 
The Screams are thus, their Lodes to repair. 
Back to their Source tranfmitted thro* the Air, 
The Waters dill their circling Courfe. maintain. 
Flow down in Rivers, and return in Rain. 
And on.the Soil with Heat immoderatedry'd^ 
To which the Rain's pure Treafures are deny'd,. 
The Mountains more fublime in Zthir ri(e, 
TransBx the Clouds, and tow'ramidft the Skies i. 
Thefnowy Fleeces, which their Heads involve,. 
Still flay in part, and flill in part diilblve. 
Torcents and loud impetuous Cttara^^a 
Thro* Roads abrupt and rudeunfafhion'dTra^a 
Roll down the lotty Mountain's channeled fides^ 
And to the Vale convey their foaming Tides.. 
At length, to make their various Currents. ^» 
The Coogre^ted Floods together run« 
Theie Confluent Stream4make fome great River's He 
By Stores ftill melting anddefcending fed. 
Thus from th' afpiring Mountains of the Mooa 
Diflblving Treafures ruih in Torrents down i 

W 
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Which pafs the Sun-btirnt Reakhsaod findj Sdilj^! 

And blc/s th' Effptian Nation with their NiU : 

Then whosoe'er hi^ &cret Rlie would know, . - 

Muft climb theHiUs, and trace his Head in Snow-. . 

And tho' the Rhine, the Dmmbe and the BJhmt 

All ample Rivers of our m'lder Zone, 

While they advance along the Flats and Plains, 

Spread, bf the Show'rs augmented, andtheRairfS: 

Yet theTo their Sourceand firft B^inttitfg pwe 

To Stores, that from the Alfine Mountains flowi 

Hence, when the Snows in Winter ceaie to weep,. . 

And undifTolv'ii their flaky Texture kee{), 

The Banks. with eafe their humble Sftealns contain, , 

Which fwellin Summer, and thd&BabksdiidainA. 

Be this Account allowed, fiky, donothere 

Th' ImpreiTions of confiimmate hit appear T 

In ev*ry fpacious Realm a rifing Ground, 
Obfervers tell, is in the Middle found ;- 
That aU the Streams, which flow from either (idei= 
May thro* the Valleys unobdruded glide. 
WhatvariouaKingdomsdoes'theD^rmr^eleayti . J i '^'^ 
Before the EuxmeSeat rcccivefrits Wave ? 
How many Nations of the Sun-burnt Soil 
Docs Ni^^r blcfi ? how many drink the Xi/f ^ " 
Thro' what vaft Regions-ncar the rifing Sun 
Does Indus, GungUi. and Uj^ffi* run ?• 
What happy Empires^ wide Euphrates, team. 
And pregnant grow by thy prdifick Stream j 

• How many fpacious Countries does the Rhme^ 

• la winding Banks, and Mates &rpentine 

• Traverfe, before hefplits in Bf//M*s Plain, 

• And loft in Sand creeps to the German Main / 

. FbxKls which thro' Indian Reahns ehe4r (^arfipurfbe, 
ThatMeAriVaeniicbf andwa(hP«rM,' 

..-. -With 
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t^ith their uawearied Streams yet fardier pafs^ : 
Before theyrfeadh the Sea, and etui their Race 
And fince the Rivers and the Floods demand. 
For their Defcent, a prone and (Inking Land, , 
Does not this due Declivity declare 
A wife Dire^or's providential Care ? . 

See, how the Streams advancing to the Maiii'^ « 
Thro' crooked Cbannelsjdraw their Chryfhd Train... 
>¥hile lingring thus they in JI^MMicTi glide. 
They fcatter verdant Life on idther fide : 
The Valleys fmilc, zvA with their flowVy Face 
And wealthy Births confefs tlie Floods embrace* 
But this great Bleffing would in part be loft. 
Nor would the Meads thejr bloom ing Plenty boaft. 
Did unchecked Rivers draw their fluid Train 
Id Lines dired^j and rapid feck the Main. 

The Sea does next demand our View ^ and there ■ 
NolefstheMarksof perfect Skill appear. 
When firft the Atomes to the Coogrefs cartic, 
And by their Concourfe form'd the mighty Frame, 
What did the Liquid to th' A({cmbly call, 
To give their Aid totorm the poh'drous Ball ? 
Firft, tell us, why did any come ? next, why 
In fuch adifproportion to the Dry f 
Why were the Moift in Number fo outdone^ 
That to a thousand Dry, they are but oee \ 
When they united, and together clung, 
When undiftingui^hM in one Heap they hung. 
How was the Union broke, thcJCnotumy'd, 
What did th' entangled Elctncntffdivide ir 
Why did the Moift difijoyn*d, without refpefir 
To their kift Weight, thc4owfefft Sieatrleai \ 
Could they difpenfc to lye belowthe \M^> 
Whh Nature's Law, and unrepealed Command > 

Which 
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Which gives taljghter Things the greateH; hei^t^ 

And Seats Interior to Superior Weight ? 

Did theyfwcfec, unlcfs they lay fi> low, •% . 

The reftkfs Rood the Land Would overflow, C 

By which the Deluged Earth would ufelefs grow \ J 

What, butaconfciousAgent, could provide 

The fpacious Hollow, where the Waves refide ? 

Wherebarr'd with Rock, and fenc'd with Hills, the Deep 

Does in its Womb the Floating Treafures keej^ 

And allthetajgingRegimentsreftraia 

In ftated Limits, that the (wdUng Main 

May not in Triumph o'rc the Frontier ri'Jfo 

And thro* the Laud licentious iprcad Jts Tide ? 

What other Caufe the Frame could io centilve, . 

That when tempeftuous Winds the Ocean drive. 

They cannot break the Tye, nor difunite 

The Waves, which roll conne6):ed in their flight ? 

Their Bands, tho' flack, no Diffolution fear, ^ 

Th' unfcver'd Parts the greateft Prefliire bear, I 

Tho* loofe, and-fit to Aow, they ftill cohere. , J 

This apt, this wift Contexture of the Sea, 

Makes it the Ships driv*n by the Winds obey ; 

Whence hardy Merchants fail from Shoar to Shoar» 

Bring Iffi(4*s Spices home, and G/m;?m*s Oar. 

When you with liquid Stores have fiU'd the Dee^> 
What docs the Flood trom Putrefa^ion keep ? 
Should it lye Stagnant in itsample Seat, 
The Sun would thro' it fpread Deftrudli ve Heat. 
The wife Contriver on his End intenr> 
bareful this fatal Error to prevent. 
And keep the Waters from Corruption free, 
Mixt them with Salt, and fealon'd all the Sea. 
What other CaUfecodld this EJOFed^ produce f 
The brackifh Tin^ure thro' the Main d jSuie ? 
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YSir» who to Solar Bcams.thts Task afTign, 

To fcald tint Waves» and turn the Tide to Br ine» . 

; Refled, that all the.Fluid Store which fleepi 

. In the f emoted Caverns ot the Deep» . 

' Have o\ the Briny Force a greater Share, . 
Than thofe above, that tneet the ambient Air, > 
Others, but oh how much in vain ! crtCt 
Mountains of Salt, the Ocean to infe6^. 
Who, vers'd in Naturi;, can defcribe the Land, ^ 
Ot fix the Place on which thofe Mountains ftand t 
Why have thofe Rocks falbngunwafted ftood) 
Since, lavifli'dF their Stocky they thro' the Fkiicdy 
Have, Agespaft, their melting Chryftalfpread, 
And with their Spoils the liquid Regions fed ? 



}; 



Yetmorc, the wikCdntriveF did provide, , 
Td keep the Sea f rom fbgnating, the Tidcj 
W hich now we fee ad vance, and now fubfidc. 
1 { yew exclude this great Dired^ing Mind, 
Declare whiat Caufe of this EfFed you find. 
You who this Globe round its own Axis drive, . 
From that Rotation^his Event derive : 
You fay, the Sea, which with unequalpace>. ., 
Attends the Earth in this its rapid Race, 
Does with its Waves fall backward to the Wefl, 
And thence repell*d, ad vances to the Eaft ; ' 
W hile this revolving Motion does indure, . 
The Deep muft ree\^ and rufh from Shoar to Shoar^ . , 
Thus to the fetting, andtberifingSun, 
Alternate Tides in dated Order run. 
Th* Experiments you bring us, toexplaia , 
This Notion, are impertinent and vain. 
An Orbor Pallround its owa. Axis whirls • 
WiH not the Motion to a didancehurl 
Whatever Duftor Saiid you on it place. 
And Drops of Water from its Convex Face } 

If 
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If this Pouthm^oes the Seas afife^. 
The rapid Motion rather would eje^ 
The Stores, the Ibw Capacious Cares contjun^ 
' / nd from its ample Bafin caft the M»n > 
' Aloft in Air would make the Ocean f)/^ 
* And dafh its fcatter'd Waves againft the Skj, 
• 

If you, to folve th* Appearance, haverecourfcr 
To the bright Sun's, or Moon's impuIiiTe Force s 
Do you* who call for Decnenftration, tell 
How diftant Orbs th' obedient Flood impel. 
This ftrong My fter ious Influence explain. 
By which, to (well the Wavesthey prefs the Main. 
But if you chufe magnetic Povy'r, and fiy 
Thofe Bodies by AttraAion move the Sea j 
Till with new Light you make this Secret knowo« -# 
And tell us how 'tis by Attraflion done. 
You leave the Mind in Darknefs AiU in volv'd^ 
Norhayeyou, like Philofcphcrs, rcfolv'd 
TheDoubtSy which we to reasoning Men rcfciv. 
But with a Qint of Wordsabufe the Ear. 

Thofe> wllo a£[ert the lunar Orb preiides: 
O'er humid Bodies, and the Ocean guides t 
Whofe Waves obfequious ebb, or fwclling run* 
With the declining or increafing Moon ;. 
With Reafon feemher 1Cmpireto*maiotaio» 
AsMiftrefsof the Rivers and the Main. 
Pahaps her adive'lnfluedces cauie 
Th*alternate Flood, andgivethe Billow Laws 5 
The Waters feem her Orders to ol)ey9 
And ebb and flow, determin'd by her Sway. 

Grant that the deep this foreign Sovereign owns> 
That mov'dby hcritthisand that way runs^ 



14 €REATIOJ>r, Boe 

Say. by wlut Force flic makes the Oeem Iwel^^ 
Does (he atcnid tbe Water), orimpeUf 
HowdoexfhernkthctollingWaTef. lBd,g«ide - - 
BygztandconftantLtWE.tbercAk&l^dB?.: ;■ 
Wbydi>es(hedarth^FpicctotbBC4!%Teet : . 
As gives fo juftt Motioo to the Sea, 
Th« it (hould flow no moFc, no more reti'nv 
Than NiturCi vwiou* ufeful Ends require t 
A MiadSupreun youthcrcfsie[nufi^>prpve, 
WhorehigbConiiiwod«ti»^UatMr'6Tfttomeve:: 
Who (till preierRiiu CourJc, and witbreipcdt 
TohiswiieEnds, aUMetioftdow-liFed. 
' HetotheSilrerAloubtluaFfMinatgHfeh 
• AodfixtherEm[^ee'erihebraiy Wavc: 
Endu'dherwitlirucbjuflDecieesof Fow'r, 
As Hj^bt hit ARnsaod wile DeiigiitpTonre -. 
Might agitate a 0(1 w«iki:hecroubledl>eep, 
AndtoLingW^tcrtfioaCoTruptiookeepi 
Butnotimpcltheon.oVtbfirBouiidtof Sud, 
Noi force tbe waftiU D^Hge o'ci the Lud.. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The IntroduBim. Tbtnumermu mi tmfortkmBUgbtgs cf 
ReUgion. The Exifiincf efs Q^ demmfirated J^tm tb^ 

venlyOrSji ^ut mere fanicuiat^m the fiUrSyJlem* •!• 
IntkeSitustion of fheSun, anJits dueDiftanet fir§mthe 
Earth, The fatal Confetjuences of Us hwvlng been placed O" 
therwife i han it ii. II . In its diumalMoMMt ttmau the 
Change cf Day and Night proceeds. Then in its mmeud 
Mofidn, whence arife the different "Degrees cfHeat and Cold. 
The Confinement cf the Sun betwotn the T^opicks, not to So- 
accounted for, hyanvfhilofoflhicalf^thgis. The DM- 
eulties the/ame^ if the Earth 999vts and the Sun rtfts. Tb» 
Spring of theSun'sMotiim* not f^he explained bymtytrre* 
Ugiosss Thilofifhy. ^Sho Cm e imf lmtim ^ the foUr Lights 
and the Ufesmmikcf M feritife JSndpropo/d. The Appinr* 
ances in the folar Syflem not to befolv 'd, hut by afferting 4 
God. The^imsefhxAotaf, Copesoicus, TychoBrahe 
andKxfkr cen&ler'd. Ibtf^S^^ d^firiS'd and com- 
pared loith the flx'dStars, tAicharefi^fpoidCenursefthe 
likeS^ftems. RtfieShons «« that Comparifem. The Hypo* 
thefts of Epicurus, in relation to the Motion of the Sun. 
WtfdomimdDefign£fcover*dintheAiri initsu/tMStru- 
Shire, its tlafiicity, its various Meteors \ the tvind, the 
Rain, Thunder andUgbtning. A fiort Contemplation tf 

the VegetaUi Kind. 
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Fsom Criici to Rbi»f his impious Sy (fem brought i 
Then War with Itev'n hedid iofalting wage* 
And breath'd againft thcGodsimmpital Rage : 
See, hccxclaim$,'the Source ai all our Woe ! 
OMr Fears and Su£Prings from Religion flow . 

Wc grant, aTrainof Mifchiersoftprocceds 
From inperftitious Rites and penal Creeds'^ - 
But Tiew Religion in ber native Charms, 
Difperflng Bleflings with indulgent Arms, 
From her fair Eyes what hcav'nly Rays arc fpread ? 
."Wtet blooming Joys fmilc round her blifstui Head ? 

OfFspringDivine! by thee we blcfs^the Caufe, 
Who form'd the World, and rules it by^his Laws ; 
His independent Being we adore» 
Extol his Goodnefs. and revere his Pow'r. 
Our wondring Eyes his high Perfedlions view^ 
The lofty Contemplation we purfue. 
Till ravilh'd we thegrcat Idea find, . 
Shming in brightlmprefTions on our Mind» > 

infpir'd by thee, Gueftof cekftial Race, 
With generous Love, we Human*kind embrace j • 
We Provocations unprovok'd receive^ 
Patient of Wrong, and caficto^ofgivej 
Protcft the Orphan, plead the Widow's Canfe, 
Hordeviatefrom the Line unerring Juiftice draws. 

TbyLiifhe, bleftEffolgencey candifpel* 
."Sic Clouds of Error> and the Gloom of Hdii - 
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Can to the Seal impart etherial Light, 
Give Lite dirioe and intelleftual Sight : 
Wore our ra^i^'d Eyes thy Beams difplay, 
X^t openingScenes of Blifs, and endkrfs Days 
By which fncited we with Ardour rife. 
Seem this interior Ball, and claim the Skies. 

» 

Tyrantsto Thee a Change of Nature ow^ 
Break all their Tortures, and indulgent grow. 
Anabitfous Conquerors^in their mad Career, 
Chcdi*d by thy Voice^ lay dowii the Sword and Spear* 
The boldeft Chanipioos of Impiety, 1 

Scorntul of Heav'n, fubdu'd or won by Thee, f 

Belore thy hallow'd Altarsbend the Knee. ^ 

LoofcWits, madewife^ apublickCoodbccomCj 
TKeSonsof Pridean humble Mien afiume, 
T he Profligate, in Morals grow fevere, 
Deiraudersjuft> and Sycophants ilncere. 

With amorous Language, and bewitching Smiles, 
Attradlive Airs, and all the Lover's Wiles, 
The tair Egyftiaa Ji^cob^ Son careft, 
Hung on his Neck, and languiih'don his Breaft. 
Courted with. Freedom now the beauteous Slave, 
Now flatt'ring fued, and threatning now did rave % 

But not the various^loauence of Love, 
Nor Power enrag'd could his 6x*d Virtue move. 
Sec, aw*d by Heav'n, the blooming Hebrew flies 
Her artful Tongue, and more perfwad ve Eyes : 
And fpringing from her difappointed Arms, 
Prefers a Dungeon to forbidden Charms. 
Stedfaft in Virtue's and his Country's Caufc, 
Th'illuftrious Founder of ihtjiwiflj Laws, 
Who, taught by Heay'n, at genuine Greatnefsaim'd, 
With worthy Pride hnperial Blood difclaim*d. 

Th' 
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Th* alluring Hopes ot PAi»ra*» Throne refign'd. 

And the vain P.eafures of a Court declined, 

Pleas'd with obfcure Recefs, to eaie the Painis 1 

Of J^/irii^'sRace, and break their fervile Chains. > 

Such generous Minds are form* J, where bkfi ReligtixnreignsJ^ * 

Ye Friends of £ffVMni^» look around* 
All Nature view with Marks of Prudence crown*d. 
Mind the wife Ends, which proper Means promote > 
See how the different Parts for difPrent Ufe are wrought i 
Contetnplate all this Condud and Defign, 
Thenown, and praiieth' Artificer Divine. 

Regard the Orbs fublime mJEther bom. 
Which the blue Regions ot the Skies adorn ; 
Compared with whofe Extent, this low hung Ball 
Shrunk to a Point, is defpicablj fmall : 
Their Number, counting thoft th* unaided Eye 
Can fee, or by invented Tubes defcry. 
With thofc which in the advcrfe Heaiifphere, 
Or near each Pole to Lands remote appear. 
The wideft Stretch of human Thought exceeds. 
And in th' attentive Mind Amazement breeds: 
While thefefb numerous, andfovaftot Size, 
In various Ways roll thro* the tracklefs Skies i 
Thro' croffing Roads perplext and intricate, 
Pertorm theirStages, and their Rounds repeat; 
None by CoUifion from their Courfcaredriv'n, 
No Shocks, no Conflid^s break the Peaceof Heav'n. 
No (hatter 'd Globes, no glowing Fragments fall. 
No Worlds o'erturn'd, crufli this terreftrial Ball. 
In beauteous Order all theOrbs advance. 
And in their mazy complicated Dance, 
Not in one part of all the pat hlefs Sky 
Did any ever halt, or ftep awry. 

•' When 



When twicctcft thoufiuad Men deprived of &ig^t» 
To fome vi^ideValedire^ their Feotilepsrighci 
Shall th^CAfWQUsEgUT'd Daace eflaj, 
Movebyju(lSteps> and ircafur'd Time obeys 
Shall crois each other wstfa unerring Feet, 
Never miA«kC theic Plac e» and nev<r meet: 
Nor (ball in ooan^ Yeaiffitbclotftdcclipe 
From the fame Q^on^dti^ thit Amo wiodiog Linec 
Th' n may iivfmOfiiRof^is tifcOrbf^Bbovet 
Without %Gmde9[ ii^pejfie^ Comsprd move-s 
Then Beauty, Order, and harmonious Laws 
May not require a wife direCtiog Caufc, 

See, how th' induIgentFather of the Day 
At fuch due Dtftance does his Beams difplay , 
That he his Heat m»y guee toSea and Land, 
In jud Degrees, as all their Wants demand. 
But had he in th* umneaiurabie Space 
Of ^thefy chofena remoter Placej. 
for I nftan^fc. ^eas'd with that Caper ior Seat ■ 
V^hcrcSaturn, or wh^re/oT^ their Courfe repeat: 
Or had he happened farther yet to Ijc, 
In the more diftant Quarters of the Sky, 
How fad, how wild, how exquiiite a Scene 
Ot Defolation had his Planet been ? 
A waftfuJ, cold, untrodden Wiidernefs, 
T he gloomy Haunts ot Horror and Diftrcft . 

• Inftead of Woods, which crown the Mountain's Head, 
t And the gay Hpnours.of the verdant Mead 5 

- Inftead of golden Jruits, tfee Garden VPride, . 
' By genial ShowVs, and folar Heat fuppiy 'd, 

• IJlandian Cold, and I^periffr^an Snowp, 

• Eternal Froft, with Ice that neViCrflows^ 

• Unlufferable Winter, had.defap'd 

« Earth's blooming Charm s> aodmadeabarreQWaSct 

No 
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No miUiiidlil|[^Galeb would geody bear, •■■ 
On their fate Wings, fweet Vapours thro' tiii Air, 
Thebahny Spoilsof Pkmts, and fragraot FlowV^. 
Of aromati^ Groves, and Mirtle Bow'Ts, 
Whofe odoriferous Exhalations fan 
The Flame of Life, andtecreateBeaftandMan. 
But Storms, ev'nworiie than vexNi^iwf^Mff Waves, 
Than breed in \S<^/i&fVs Hills, ot L^fUmiQxvt^ 
Would thro' this bleak terreftrial Deiart blow. 
Glaze it with Ice, or whelm it o'er with Snow« 

Or had the Sun, by like unhappy Fate, 
Eleded to the Earth a nearer Seat, 
His Beams had cleft the Hill, the Valley dry'd, 
Exhal'd the Lake, and drain'd thebriny Tide. 
A Heat, fuperior hs to that which broils 
Borneo^ or SumatrA, Indian liles i 
Than that which ripens GwnM*s golden Ogr, 
Or burns the Lykian Hind, or tanns theAlMr, 
Had laid all Nature wafte, and turned the Land 
To HiUsot Cinders, and to Vales of Sand. 
No Beads could then have rang'd the leaflets Wood, 
N or finny Nations cut the boyling Flood. ^ 

Birds had ndt beat the airy Road, the Swains 
No Flocks had tended on the ruilct Plams. 
Thus had the Sun s bright Orb been more remote 
The Cold had killM ^ and it more near, the Drought; 

Next fee, £iiMrfii4» Sages, fee the Sua 
His Couriediurnal and his annual run. 

* How in his glorious Race he moves abng, 

• Gay as a Bridegroom, as a Gyant ftrong. 
How his unvaiy'd Labour he repeats 
Returns at Morning, and at Eve retreatsj 
AttdbytheDiftriWtion of his Light, 

Now gives to Man the Day, and now the Night : 

Nij 
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' Night, when the drowiie Swain and Ti tidier cei& 
- Their daily Toil, and footh their Limhs with Eaic) 
' When all the weary Sons of Woe reftrain 

* Their yielding Cares with Slumber's ^kea Chaio> 

• Solace £id Grief, and ltd! relaxant Pain. 



}: 



And while the Sun, ne'er covetous of Re(^* 
Flies with fuch rapid Speed from Eaft to Wcft> 
In Tracks OUique he thro' the Zodiac roIIs» 
Between the Northern and the Southern Poles: '\ 

From which revolving Progrcfs thro* the Skies, 
'The needful Sea(bnsof the Year arifc. 
And as he now advances, now retreats, 
Whence Winter Colds proceed, andSayimerHeats» 
He qndifies and cheers the Air by Toms, 
Which Winter freezes, and which Summer barms* 
Thus his kmd Rays the two Extreams reduce. 
And keep a Temper fit for Nature's Ufc. 
The Froft and Drought, by this alternate PowV, 
The Earth's prolific Energy reftore. 
The Lives of Man and Beaft demand the Changes 
Hence Fowls the Air and FUh the Ocean range. 
Of Heat and Cold this j uft fucceflive Reign, 
Whidjidoes the Balance of the Year maintain^ 
TheGard'nerlsHope, and Farmer's Patience propi^ 
Gives vernal Verdure, and autumnal Crops. 

Should butthe Sun his Duty once forget. 
Nor from the North, nor from the South retreatij 
Should not the Beam srevive, and fboth the Soil, 
Mellow the Furrow for the Ploughman's Toil: 
K teeming Vigour (hould they not di&le. 
Ferment the Glebe, and genial Spiritsloofe^ 
Which lay imprifon'd in the ftifiFen'dGroDiid» 
CoDgcal'd with Cold, in fir ofty Fetterthoun4» 

. ■ ■ D '""' Unfittkhd 



3 a . CfiEATlON. hoo 

Unfruitful Eastli her wrctdM P^te would snouvn, - 
No Grais would cloatiithe Piains,iio Fruit tlie Trew : 

But did the Uag^r iog Orb much longer ftay. 
Unmindful of hi«CQur& «nd.crooked Way » 
The Earth, of Dews defrauded, would deteft 
ThetatalFairou^of.th'££FulgeatGueli: - 

To di(hnt "Worlds impiore him to repair^ 
Ani trcefrom noxious Beams thefultrj Air, 
HisRaj6» Produiftivenowof Wealth and Joy, 
Would then the Failure and the Hills annoy , 
And with too great ladu^geoce would deilroy • 
In vain the lab'ring Hind would till the Laad, 
Turn up the Glebe, aodibw his Seed in Sand . 
The Meads would cracli:, Jo Kvaat of binding Dews, 
The Channels would th' exhaling diver lofe ; 
While in their Haunts wild Beaj(isexpifii)glye, 
The panting Herds would on tl)e Pafturedye : 
But nowtheSun gt^oeithcr Tf qpiok fiayt 
A longer Time, than bis abseffnat^Ray.a 
In fuck proportian H^t ai^i Luftre give» 
AsdonotjruioNatuse, butrevirc. 

When the bright Orb, tofolaceSouthttoSeatc, 

Invests hisConrie, and fixun the North retreats s 
As he advances, his iaduJgCDt fieAm ■ • 
Makes the glad Earth with frefh Conceptions team: 
Re Hores their leafy Hooomts to the Woods, 
Flow'rs to the Banks, aod Freedom to the Floods \ 
Unbinds the Turt, exIiiWates tbcPkutt, 
Brings b^dk his Labour, and reauitatfae Svrainj 
Thro' all the Soil a genial Ferment fpreads, 
Regeneratesthe Plants, iiKinew adorns the Meads. 
TheBird&«oBMnchespearch*d, or on the Wing, 
At Natuve's vvsdant Reftaunition fing. 
And with melodious Lays ialike the Spring, 
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The Heats of Summer Bcnefiu produce 
Of equal Number, and of equal \}(k. 
Tfacfprouting Births, and beauteous vernal Bloom, 
By warmer Rays to ripe Perfe^on come. 
Th' auftere aad pondrous Juices they fublime. 
Make them a(cend the porous Soil, and climb 
The Orange-Tree, the Citron and the Lime : 
W hich drunk in Plenty by the thirily Root, 
Break forth in painted FlowVs, and golden Fruits 
They explicate the Leayes, anidripcnFood 
For the Silk-Labourersof the Mulberry Wood : 
And the fwect Liquor on the Cane beftow, 
From which prepared the lufcious Sugars flow ; 
With generous Juice enrich the fpreading Vine, 
And in the GrapiB digeft the fprightiy Wine. 
' The fragrant Trees, which grow by I m^AH Floods* 
And in ArMii^*% Aromatic Woods, 
Owe all their Spices to theSumtner'is Heat, 
Tbeir gammy Tears, aod odoriferous Sweat. 
Now the bright Sun compass the precious Stone* 
Imparting radiant Luftre, like his own? 
He tin^ures Rubies with their Ro(ie Htie, > 

And on the Saphire fpreads a faeav'nly B}ue> 
For the proud MoDflrcb'sdading Crown prepare 
^ch orient PeaH, and Adamantine Stars. 

I.- Next Autumn, when the Sun*svritlidTawitig Ray 
The Night enlarges, and ctKitrafts the Day, 
Tocrow^fcis Labour to the Farmer yioUl 
The yellow Treafuresot his fruitfol Fields s 
Ripens theHarveft for thecrooked Steel, 
C While bending Stalks fehe Rural Weapon ieet.^ 
The fragf ant Fruit for thenire Palafes fks, 
And to the PrcTs the fwcUlng Grape fubmits, 

D It . • -At 
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At length for&ken by thefolar Rays, 
Sec, drooping Natarc fickens and decays* 
While Wintei all hisfhowy StoresdifpUys: 
In hoary Triumph unoKilefted Reigns 
0*er barren Hills, and bleak untrodden Plainss 
Hardens the Glebe, the (hady Grove defbmns* 
Fetters the Floods, and (hakes the Air with Storms, 
Nowa^ive Spirits are reftrain'd with Cokl, 
And Prifons crampt with Ice the Genial Gaplives bidd* 
The Meads their flowry Pride no longer wear. 
And Trees-^tend their naked Arms in Air \ 
The frozen Furrow. andthcfalk)wField» 
Nor to the Spade, nortotbeHar/owyield« 

Yet in their turn the Snows and Froftsproduce 
VariousiE£fe6);s, of neeeflary Ufe. 
Th* intemperate Heats of Summer are controul'd 
By Winter's Rigour, and inclement Cold, 
Which che(;ks contagious Spawn, and noxious Stemub 
Thelat^dOffspringof iminod'ratefieains: 
Th' exhaufted Air with vital Nitre £lls, 
Infie&ion ftops, and Deaths In Embryo killst 
Conftrains theGld)e, keq>sback the hurtful Wced^ 
And fitsthe Fitrxaw tor the Vernal Seed. 
The Spirits now, aiiiuxi, imprifoa'd fiay. 
Which elie by warmer Sun^beams drawn away. 
Would roam in Air, anddiffipated&ray. 
Thu'sare the Winter Frofts to Nature Kind, 
Frofh, which reduce exceflive Heats, and bind 
Prolific Ferments in refiftkfs Chains, 

• TVhence Parent Earth her Fruitfulneismaintaiasi 

* To compiis all thefe happy Ends, the Sun 
- In winding Tracksiio'j thro' the Zodiack nm« 

Yon, who fb much are verft in Caufes, teO, 
yVhatfraa the Tropicki gi& the Sun rtpel } 
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What vigVous Arm, what repercaiTiye Blow 

Bandies the mighty Globe ftiU to and fro. 

Yet ifnth fuch Condud, fuch unerring Art» 

He never did the tracklefs Road defert ? 

Whjr does he neverin his Spiral Race 

The Tropicks, or the Polar Circles pafs ? 

WhatGolpks, what Mounds, whatTerrorscancoatroukt 

TherufliingOrb, and make him backward roll? 

Why flioukl he hault at either Station, why 

Not forward run in unobftro^ive Sky ? 

Can he not pais an A^roaomic Line, 

Or does he dread th' Imaginary Sign» 

That he (hould ne'er advance to either Pole, 

Nor farther yet in liquid £/i&#r roll. 

Till he has gain'd Ibme unfrequented Place, 

Loft to the World in raft uomeaiiir'd Space } - 

If to the Old you the New Schools prefer;. 
And to the iam'd Ofimicm adhere i 
If you efteem that Suppofition beft. 
Which moves the Earth, and leaves the Sun at Raft: 
With a new Veil your Ignorance you hide. 
Still is the Knot as hard to be unty'd; 
Tou change your Scheme, butthe old Doubts rettaiip^ 
jAnd Ail] you leave tb' enquiring Mind in Paixu . 

This Problem, as Philofophers, reiblve: 
What makes the Globe from WcA to Eaft revolve? 
What is the ftrong impulfiveCaufe declare. 
Which rolls the ponderous Orb fo fwifr in Air I 
To your vain Anfwer will you have recourie. 
And tell us 'tis Ingenite, Adive Force, 
Mobility, or native Pow*r to move. 
Words which mean nothing, and can liothiiifg prove f* 
That moving Pow*r, that Forccinpate explain, 
^jour grave Anfwer s are abfurd and vain : » 

D 3 ye 
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We DO SolutitA of our (^dtoa fud i 
Your Words be wilder^ not dirje^ tlie Mind. 

If you this rapid Motion to procare. 
For the hard Task employ Magnetic PowVr 
Whether that PowV you at tbe Center pUce., 
Or in thcmiddle Regions of the Mafs» 
Orelfe, asfomePhilofophers-ai&rt* 
You give an equal Share to ev'f y Part> 
Have you byihis theOrufeaf Motion (howaf 
After expiainfng is ft notunknowa f 
Since you pretend, byReafbn't ftrifijeft Lawiy 
Of an E£Fe6t to manifeft the Ganfe^ 
Nature, oi Wonders (Qimjmeoft a FicUi 
Can none more ftrange» none nsore myftcriouf yidi4 
None that elu^4iiigacioiiaRjeafiMk nsore 
Than thisob(cure, inexpJicablePow'r. 
Since you theJSpriog<of MotioA*cannatih0WS»v • 
Be j uft, and fauitlefs Ignorance allow ^ 
Say 'tis Obedience to th* Aloiight j Nod. 
That 'tis tke Wills the Pow'r, the Hand of GoflU 

Philofophersof fpreadingFamearefoondt. 
Whitby tb*'AttradioB of the Orbs around 
Would move tbe £arth> and make tt& Cotcueik obejr 
The Sun's and Moon's inevitable Sway. 
Some from the PreiTuFe aadimpelling Force 
Of Heay'oly Bodies would derive iuCouri^ : 
Whiift in the dack and di&ujt Difpute 
All are by tBcas confuted, and conhite. 
Each can fubvert th* Opponent's Schemey but none 
Has Strength of Reason to kipport Us own* 

The MindeiiiptoyViiaftatcliof Iccret Things, 
'^ofbdoutMoKioa'aCaiift Mdhiddcn Spri^» 
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Thro' all th' Etherial Region g moonts on-high 
ViewTs all the Spheres, and ranges all the Sky; 
Searches the Orbs, and penetrates the Air 
With unfucctistul Toil, and truitlcfs Gate: 
Till ftop'd by awful Hirights, andGulph# immenie 
Of WiOom, and of vaft Omnipotenee^, 
She trembling (tlinds and docs in Wonder ga2r» 
Lod in the wild inextricable Maze. 
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See, how the S\in does on the m iddle (hinc 
And round the G.'obedefcribe th'JEquator Lincv 
By which wi/c Means he cao'the whole furvey 
With a dired^, or with a flanting R^y, 
In the Suceeffion«f aNigbtandlXiy. 
Had the North Pole been frxtbtaeath the Sun, 
To Southern Realms the Day had been unknown > 

If the South Pole Had garn'OTnariJcarcr scsf. 
The Northern Climes had ijet tts harda fate. 
And lince the Space, that lies on dtfaer (ide 
ThefolarOrb, is without Limits wide,* 
Grant that the Sun h&d happen'd* to prefer 
A Seataskaunt, but one Diameter : 
Loft to the Light by that unhappy Place 
This Globe had lam a froicn, loncibmc Ms& 



Behold the Light emitted from the Sub, 
What more familiar, and what more unknown ^ ; 
While by its (pfeadiilg Radiance it repeals 
AU Nature's Face, it dill it felf conceals. 
See how each Morn it do's its Beams difpliiy. 
And on its golden Wings brmgback theDay ! 
How Toon th' Ef&lgent Emanations fly 
Thro*theblueGulphof interpofingSky! 
How fbon their Luftre all the.RegijO^n £Ds, 
Smiles on thdValUes, and adorns the ^sf . 

D 4 Mnif * 
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Milltonsof Miks, fo rapid is their Race» 
To cheer the Earth, they in few Moments pais. 
Amazing Progrcfs ! At its utmofl ftretch, 
"What human Mind can this fwift Motion reach f 
But if, to iave fo quick a Flight, jou /ay 
The ever-rolling Orb's impullivc Ray 

• On the next Threads and Filaments does bear • 

• Which form the fpringy Texture of the Air, 
That thofe ftill ftrike the next, till to the Sight 
The quick Vibration propagates the Light : 
^Tisftilias hard, if we this Scheme believe. 
The Caufe of Light's fwift Progress to conceive. 

With Thought from PrepofTeiHoa f rec» reflet 
On folar Rays, as they the Sight refpefb. 
The Beams of Light had been in vain difplay *d» 
Kad not the Eye been fit for Vifion made : 
In vain the Author had the Eye prepar'd 
,With fo much Skill, had not th Alight appear'd. 

The old and new Afbronomers in vain 
Attempt the Heav'nly Motions to explain. 
Firft Ftolomy his Scheme Celeftial wrought. 
And of Machinesa wild Provifion brought. 
Orbs Centric and Eccentric he prepares. 
Cycles and Epicycles^ folid Spheres 
1 n order plac'd, and with bright Globes inlaid , 
To folve the Tours by Heav'nly Bodies made. 
But (bperplext, fo intricate a Frame, 
The latter Ages with derition name. 
The Comets, which at Seafons downward tcad^ 
Then with their flaming Equipage afcend 5 
Venus, which in the Purlieus of the Sun 
Does now above him, now beneath him run -y 
The ancient Stru£lure of thcHeav'nsfubverr, 
Re(^'d with vaft Labour, bot with little Art. 

Coper* 
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• 

Copernicus, who rightly did condemn 
Theeldeft Syftem, form'd a wifer Scheme; - 
In which he leaves the Sun at Re(^, and rolls 
The Orb Terreftrial on itsproper-Pctes j 
Which makes the Night and thy hj thisCareeri 
And by its flow and crooked Cocrr(e the Year. 
The famous -Dii^^e, who oft the Modem goides» 
To Earth and Sun their Provinces divides^ 
The Earth's-Rotation makes the Night and Day, . 
The Sun revolvingthro* th* Ecdyptic Way 
EfTedb the various Sesiions of the Year, 
Which in their Turn for happy Ends appear. 
This Schemeor that, which pleafesbeft, embrace*. 
Still wethc FottQtain ot their Motion trace. . 

KV^/wafTertsthtfe Wonders maybe done ■ 
By the Magnetic Vfrtue of the Sun, 
Which he, to gain his End, thinks fit to ph'ce ' 
Full in the Center of that mighty Space, 
Which does the Spheres, where Planets roll, include,'. 
And leaves him with Attradrtve Forecendo^l/ 
The Sun, thusfcated, by Mechanic laws, 
TheEirth, andeverydiftaot Planet draws;; 
By which Attradiion all the Planets found 
Within hi$reach» areturfl'din-^£;/^fff rounds 

If all thefe rell^ Otbt the Shn obey* 
Who hoids'his Etoipire by Magnetic Sway; ■, 
Since all are guided with an equal Force, 
Why are they fo unequaHn their Courfe?' 
Saturn in thirty Years his Ri)ngcompleats» 
VVhichiwiftcr Jufittr in Twelve repeat^ . 
Mirs tfareeand twenty Mbnths revoliring ipendsj , 
The Earth in tweU^ her Annual Jduroipy cads. . 
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Venns, tbyRacein twice tour MoothsUruiu 
For his MercuriMi three dtamnde » the Mooa 
Her Revolution finUhes'io one. 
If all at once are mov'd, and by one Springs 
Whyfo unequal istheirAilnualRiog? 

If fome, you (aye, preft with&poodrousload: 
Of Gravity^ cnoreilower ia their Road» 
Becaufe, with Weighttncumber*d andoppreft« 
Thefe duggifh Orbft th' Attrtaife Suare^ i 
Till you can Weight andGfaWty explain^. 
Thefe Wordsare iniignificantand vain. 
If Planetary Orbs the Sun obey 
Why (Bould the Moon<iiibwn his Sov'raign Sway T 
WhyinawhirlingEddyot her own 
Around the Globe Terreftrial (houldihe run I 
This Dilbbedicnce of the Mooq will prove 
The Sun*s bright Qrin docs; npt the Planets more, 

Philofophers may fpare theii^ Toil>, in vain 
They form new SeLbemes, and rack th)ur thoughlfi 

Brain 
TheCaufeof Heav*aly Motions to explain:- 
After their various unfuccefsful Way% 
Their firuirlefs Labour, and inept EiOSiys, 
No Caufe of thofe Appearances they'll End, 
But Pow'r exerted by th' Eternal Mind > 
Which thro'their Roads the Orbs Cele^drives^. 
And this or that determin'd Motion gives* 
The Mind Supreme does all the World controu1». 
Which by his Order this and that way rowL 
From him they take a Delegated Force, 
And by his^ high Command maintain their Courfci 
By Laws decreed e*er Heeting Timebegun» 
latbeir fixt Limits they their^tages run. 
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But if the Bar th, and each Erratic WorI(f, 
Around the Sun their pnoperCefirerv^hirl'd, . 
Compofe hut one extended vaft Machine> 
A ltd ^om one Spiring their Motions allixrgiiT; • 
Does not ib Wide, fb Intricate a Framei^ 
Yet fb Harmonious, Sov'ratgn Art proclaim? 
Isita Proof of Judgment to invent 
AWorkof Spheres involv'd, which reprefcne 
TheSitaation.of theOrb€above» 
Their Siu s^nd Numiber ibow, and hoW they irtdVo^- - 
And do not in the Orhsthtm&iwes appeat? 
As great Coatrivance, andDefignaaclesr? 
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This wide Machine the Uoifierle f^grilSi 
With how much Skill is each Apartment-rear'd t . 
The Sun, aGlobd^of Fine, agiowingMiift^ ' 
Hotter than^mdting Flinty tir Bxad Giai», 
Of this our Sy ftem holds the middle Pltoe; ... . 
MoTMriMi neareft to the Central Sum 
Does in an Oval Orbit circltngrun: . 

But rarely isdieObje^ of our Sighfv . 
Infblar Glory funk and more prevailing Lights- . 
Venus the next, whoielordy Beamsadom 
AswelltheDewyEve!,. as(^olngMonr» . 
Doe9 her fair Orb in beauteoos Ordef turn* 
The GlobetT^fteftrial next, widiflantingPoief, 
And aU its poni'rcAis Ljoad« uuweariedcDWU, , 
Then we behold bright Planetary J^w* 
Sublimeio Air thro'his imde Provinice move ji ... 
Four Second Planec»biiDottitiioii6wn» 

And round him turn, asronnil the EkrdbtfaeMoon* . 
Saturn revolvuigin the higiieft Sphere* 

With Mngriog Labour fisuibesiiisY^i^. . 

Yetisthismigbty^ffem; which contains 

So man; Worlds, {ucbwAEtherialPlAxmu. , 

\ Bat i 
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But one of Thou&nds, which-compois the Whole, 
Perhaps as Glorious, and of Worlds as full. 
TheSurs, whichgracc the high Expanlion, bright 
Bj their own Beams, and unprecariou> Light, 
Tho'fome near Neighbours feem, andfomedii^zlajL 
United Luftre in the Milky Way, 
At a vaft Diftance from eachother Ive». 
Sever'dbyfpaciouS'Voidsof licjuidSky. 
Allthefe illuftrious Worlds; and Qlany.nK}re^. 
\VhicKb]^he Tube Albonomers explore $ 
And Millions whichtheGlafs can ne'er defer/ 
Lofl: in the Wilds of vaft Im menfity , 
Are Suns, are Centers, whofefuperiorSway 
Eianetsot various Magnitudeobey« 

If we with oae clear comprehenfire Sight^ 
Saw all thefe Syftems, all rbefc Orbs of Light k 
If we their Order, and Dependance knew. 
Hid all their Motions and their Ends in view. 
With all the Comets, which in Ether ftray. 
Yet conftant to their Time, and to their Way i 
Which Planets feem, tho'jrardy they appear. 
Rarely approacluhcradiantSun fo neari 
That his ^ir Beams their AtmoTphece pervade, 
Whence their bright Hair and flaming Trains aw mtdc. 
Would not tbia View coavincing Marks impart 
Of perted Prudence, and ftupendous Art? 

The Matters form'd in Nip»/^»*slamous School^ 
Who doe's the Chief in modern Science rule, 
EreA thctrSchemes by Mathematick Laws,- 
And folve Appearances with juft Applaufe: 

Thefe, who have Nature's Steps with Care pnriu'd. 
That Matter is with a^lve Force endu'd. 

That all its Parts Magnetic Pow'rcxerv ' 

Andto each other gnimtc» «ffiat» . 
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Vhileby this Pow*r they on each other adlir 
They arc at once attra^cd, and attra^. 
-cfsbulky Matter therefore muft obey 
vlorc bulky Matter's more engaging Sway ; 
Jy this the Fabrtck they together hold, 
Jy this the Courfeof Heav'iily Orbs unsold; 
fettheieSagaoious-Sonsot Science owa 
^ttraftivc Virtue is a Thing unknown. . 
This wondrous Pow'r they pioufly alTert* 
Th* Almighty Author did at firft Imparr 
To Matter in Degrees, that might produce 
The Motion»hede(ign'd for Nature's Ufe. 

Butleaft wefliould not here due Reverence pay 
TolcarnedE^/V«r/»/, fecth Way 
By which this Reas'ner, of 'fuch high Renowir, 
Moves thro' the Eccliyptic Road the rollipg Sun» • 
Oppreft with Thirfhrnd Heat, to ad?crfe Seat« 
By Turns, iays he, thfc painting Sun retreats 
To flake his Drought, .his Vigour to repair - 
In Snowy Climes, and frozen Fields ot Air 5 
Where the bright Gluttian revels without reft"/ 
Qa his Cool Banquet, and Aerial Feaft : 
Sjfll to and fro he dbeshis Light convey. 
Thro* the fame Track, the Sme unalter'd Way, 
On Luxury intent*, and eager ot his Prey. 
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But if the Sun is back and forward roll*ct^' ■ 
To treat hi^klrfty Orb with Polar Cold, 
Say, isitnot, good£^/Vivr«i, ftrange 
He (hould not once beyond the Tropic range, 

'Whiere he to quench his Dirought ^ much inclin:4j^ 
May fhowy Fields, and nitroutPaftures finely . 
Meet (lores of CoU fb greedily purfu'd, 
Aodbc refrcih- (Lwit^ never- wafting Food ? 
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Sometimes this wondrous Man is pleas'd Ut^j 
This Way and That ftrong Blafts the Sun convey: 
A Northern Wind his Orb with Vigour dr i ves. 
Till at the Southern Tropic it arrives j 
Then wanting Breath, and with hisTml oppreft. 
He drops his Wings, andleavestheAiratreft: 
Frefh Gufts now i^ringing from the fi>uthem Pole^ , 
Afiadthim there, and ouike him backward rolL 
Thus Gales alternate thro* the Zodiack blow 
The^iilingOrb, andwafthimtoandiro; 

- VfhXkEficurHs^ blefl with Thought refin*d, 

- Makes the vad Globe the Pailime of the Wind* . . 

Were itnot idle Labour to confute 
Notions (b' wild unworthy of Difputej 
rd of the learned fpMMr/tf J ask, 
if this were for the Winds a proper Task t 
Illuftrious Sage, inform th! EiiKpitrer why 
Stilltrom one ftated Pointof sdl the Sky 
The fickle Meteor ftiould the Sun convey* . 
Thro'the£ime3taigesof his Spiral Way? 
WJiy in one Path, why with fuch equal ?9ce. 
That he (hould never mifs in all his Race, ' 

QS Timeone Minute, or one loeh of Space? 

» 

Hemark the Atc's tranfparent Element, 

• Its curious Stru^re, anditsvaft Extent : 

• Its wondrous Web proclaims the Looih Divine^ 

• Its Threads,the Hand that drew them out fo fine. 
This thin Contexture make^its Bdibm fir, 
CeleftialHeafcand Luftre to tranfmit 5 

By which of Foreign Orbs the Richesdow* 
Qi^his dependent, needy &dl beldVw 

• 'QUI 



ObIer?« U% Parte link'd iniiich artful (or t. 
All are at once Supported, and Support. 
The Column pois'd £ts bov'ring on our Head^. 
And a fbft Burden on our Shoulders fpreads. 
So the Side- Arches all the Weight fu(hun. 
We find no Prefliire^ . and we feel no Pain, 
^till are the fubtie Strings in Tenfion found, 
Likethofeot Lutes to juft Proportion wound»< 
Which of the Air's Vibration is the Source, 
When it receives the Strokes of foreign Force. 

Let curious Minds» who would the Air ]nfpe<5h 
On its Elaftic Energy refied^ s 
ThefecietForcethso'allthcFrame difflis'd. 
By which its Strings are from Cj^ijgpreffiwloos'd. . 
The fpungy Parts, now to a flla|pfter Seat 
Areforc'dbyColdi avdwiden'dnowbyHcat. 
By Turns they all extend,, hj Turnsretire, 
A^ Nature'sTarioos SerYicesreq^aire; 
They now expand to fill an emp^ Space, 
Mow (brink to let a pondrous Body pais. 
If raging Winds invade the Atmc^here^ 1 

Their Force its curious Texture cannot tear, > 

Make no Diifuption inthe Threads of Air i J. 

Or if it doesythofe Parts themfelves reflore, 
Heal their own Wounds and their owaBreaches cnre^ 
• 
Hence the melons Tenantsof the Sky, 
Vhich haunt inferior Seats, or foar on high, 
i^ith £a(e thco' all the Fluid Region (Iray, 
lod thro' the wide £xpanfion wing their Wzf: 
RThofe ogen M<(hes let Terreftrial Streams 
?afs thro' entic'd away by folar^eams : 
^d thus a Road reciprocal di^lay 
Foxifin^Vagoursr and dcfccoding Dsy« 
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O f Heat and Light,, what evcr-during Stores, 
Brought from the Sun's cxhau ft Icfs golden Shored 
Thro'Gulphsimmenfcof intcpvening Air, 
Enrich the Earth, and every Lofs repair! 
The Land its gaintul Traffic to maintain. 
Sends out crude Vapom;s, in exchange for Rai^^ 
The flo wry Garden ani the^erdant Mead 
Warm'd by the Rays, their Exaltation* ipread 
In Show'rs and balmy Dews to be repaid. 
The Screams, their Banks forfaken, upward movei- * 
And flow again in wandring Clouds abo^e. 
Thefe Regions Nature's Magazines on high * 
With all the Stores demanded there fupply. 
Their diftcrcnt Streams the Air's wide Bofom fill, . 
Moid trem the Flood dry from the barren HilU 
Marerialsinto Meteors to be wr oqght. 
Which back to tbefc Terrcftrial Scats are brought, 
By Nature (hap'd to various Figures, thofe 
The fruitful Rain, and thefe t^c Hail compofe 
The Snowy Fleeccjind curious Froft work 5 thefe 
Produce the Dew, and thofc the gentle Breeze. 
Some form fierce Winds, which o'dr the Mountain .paf 
And beat with vie'rous Wings the Valley's Fa:e} 
O'er the wide Laic, and harren Defart blow^- 
O'er Zybia*s burning San S and Siythia'stShow $ 
Shakethe high Cedar; thro*thcForefl fwcep. 
And with their furious Breath ferment the Deep. 

This thin, thisfbft Contexturcof the Air • 
Shows the wife Author** Prov'dcntial Cater 
Who did the wond*rous Strudlure fo contr i ve^ 
Th It it might Lite to breathing Creatures give 5 - 
M'ght reinfpire and make the circling Mafs 
Thro' all its winding Channels fit to ^s. 
Had not the Maker Wfougbtthe ^ngy FramC-:- 
Sach as it is, to fan the Vital Flame, . 



The 6!oo 3, defrauded of its Nitrous Food, ' ' ' 
Hadcool'd, and langui(h'd inth'^erial Road: 
While the tir'd H^art had drove with truitlcfs Pain 
T o pu(h the lazy Tide along the Veia. 

Of what Important Ufe to humane Kind, 
To what great Ends lubfervient is the Wind ? 
Eehold, where e'er this adivc Vapour fl ies, 
Itdrives the Clouds, and agitates: he Skies : 
'This firom Stagnation, and Corruption favcs 
Th* Aerial Ocean's ever-rolling Waves. 
This Animals, to Cuccoiir Life, demand : 
For fliould the Air unventitated ftand. 
The IdleD -ep corrupted would contain 
Blue Deaths, and fecret Aores of raging Pain. 
ThefcorchingSuQ would with a fotal^am . . 

Makeall the Vpld wid» Bi«^ "Hlissist tcsnr; 
Ei^ender Jaundice, ipotted Torments breed> L 

And par pk Plagues, ^omPeftikntialSsed. 
Exhaling Vapours would be tum*d to Swarms 
Of noxious Infeifts, and deflra^ive Worms, 
Morethanwererais'dtoicourgeTjrannic Luft>. 
By Mi^i'Rod, from am' mated Duft. 

Another BlefTmg, which the breathing Winct 
Benevolent conveys to humane Kind- 
Is, thatitcookandqualHiesthe Air, 
And with foft Breezes does the Regions cheer. 
On which the Suri o'er friendly does difplay 
Heat too prevailing, and redundant Day. 
Ye fwarthy Nations of the Torrid Zone 

How well to you is this great Bounty known / 
A s frequent Gales from the wide Ocean rife 
To fan your Air, and moderate your Skies, 
So conflant W inds, a s well as Rivers, flow 

From your high Hills enrich'd with ftores of Snow. ' • 

For this great End thefe HilU rife more fublime 

,Th4Q thofe erc^ed in a temp'race Clime. Had 
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Had not the Author this Providon made. 

By which your Air \& cool'd, your Sun allay'd, 

Deftroy'd by too tntenfe a Flame, the Land 

Had lain a parch'd inhoipitable Sand. 

Thefe Dilbidts, which between the Tropick^lic, 

Which fcorching Beams dire^ly darted fry. 

Were thought ah uninhabitable Seat, 

Burnt by the Neighb*ring Orb*^ Im mod'rate Heati 

But the frefh Breeze, that from the Ocean blows, 

Frofn the w^de Lake, or from the Mountain Sno ws» 

So fboths the Air, and mitigates the Sun, 

So cures the Regions of the fultry Zone, 

That oft with JNaturc's Bleflingsthey abound. 

Frequent in People^ and with Plenty crown*d. 

As Aftive Winds relieve the Air and Land, 
The Seas no l^s their ufef^il Blaff s demaTia. 
Without this Aid the Ship Wddd ne'er advance 
A long the Deep, and 0'6r the KHow dance. 
But lye a lazy and a ufelefs Load, 
TheForeil'fiwtftcd Spoih^ the Lumber of the Flood. 
Let but the Wmd wfth an auipicbus G^e 
To (hove the Ve({<^ fiilthefpreading Sail, 
And fee, with ^^relh'ngCanvaswing*d, (he flies. 
And with her weaving Screamersiwieeps theSkies ! 
Th' adVentVous Merchant thus purfues his Way> 
Or to the Rife or to the F^ of Day : 
Thus mutual Tr«ffick fevev'd Realms maintain* 
And Manufa^res change to mutual Gain : 
Each others Growth and Arts they fell and buy^ 
Eaie their Redundance, and their Wants fupply. 

* 

Ye BfTT^j, who the Fruit of Commerce find» 
How is your Ifle ar Debtor to the Wind, 
Which thither wafts AriiM& fragrant Spoils, 
Gctnms, Pearls and Spices, from tne Indian lOcs. 

Prom 
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FroinP^j>y£iiSilkstWiac8from/^frM'*»Sliore» ' 
Tiruvitm Drugs, and GaineM^s Golden Oar f 
Delights and Weakh to fair Antgufn flow 
From evVy Region whence the Winds canblow. 

See, how the Vapours Congregated reer 
Their gloomy Golumns, and obicure the Air ! 
Forgetful of their Gravity they nTc, 
Renounce the Center and ufurp the Skies, 
Where, fsrm'd to Clopds they their black Lmes di^lay.. 
And take their Airy March, as Winds convey : 
Sublime in Air wlldle they their Courie purfue, ^ 
They from their fable Fleeces ftake the Dew 
On the parch'jd Mountain, and with Genial Rai» 
Renew the Fof eft, and refreih the Plain 
They (hed tbeir hesling Jaiccs on the Groaod» 
Cement the Cracky and clole the gaping Wound.. 
Did not the Vapours by the Solar Heat 
Thin'd and exhatlM^ tife to their Airy Seai^ 
Or not in watry Clouds oolledcd fly. 
Then form'dtopoDdroo»Drop»ddbf ibrSky^. 
The Fields wduB no Rec#uiteof Moifhire find. 
ButbytheSun-beBmsikyMt andbytfaeWindi 
Would never Flant, or Flower, or Fniif plxxhlc&^ 
OrfortheBea/l, ocfbr his MaAer's Uie. 

But in tfaefpacioQs Gimates, which the Rain. 
Does never blefs, fuch is th* BffftutitV\sin» 
With how much Art is that Dtfed iupply'df • 
See how fbme noble River's fwclfing Tide ^ 

Augmented by the Mountain's melting SiioWt, 
Breaks from its Banks, and o'er the Region flows ! 
Hencefruitfttl Crops, and flow'ry Weidth eafucj ^ 

And to the Swain fuch mighty Gains accrue, C 

He ne'er reproaches Heav'n for want of Dew*- J 
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Sec, and revere th*-Artfllery'of Hcav'n, ' 

Drawn by the Gale, or by the Tcmpcft driv'n ! 
A dreadful Fire the floating BattVies make; 
O'ertum the Mountain, and the For^fhakei . 
Thif way and that they drive the Atraofphcrc, 
And its wide Bolbm troro Corruption clear.' 
While their bright Fkmeconfumes the Sulphur Trains^ ' 
And noxious Vapours, which infe^ our Veins. ' * 
Thus they refine the vital £lemcnt> 
Secure our Health, and growing Plagues prercnt. 

Your Contemj^latton farther yetpurfbc; 
The wondrous World of Vegetables view ! 
Obfcrve thcForeft Oak, the Mountain Pine, 
The tow*ring Cedar, and the humble Vine, 
Thcbending Willow, that o*erlhade^ the Fk)od> 
AndeadifpontaneousOf&pringof the Wood! 
The Oak and Pine, which high from Earth ariie. 
And wave their Iofi7 Headsamidft the Skies, 
Their Parent Earth in like proportion .wound. 
And thro'Mcrtide M«talspenetrslte the Ground ^ 
Their ftrong and9m|:^e Rooti defcend fo deep. 
That fixt andiirm ihey noay tbeir^(ation keep^ 
And the fierce (ho(5ks of ■ furious Winds de€e. 
With all the Outragppfiadbsin^t Sky. 
But the bale Brier and the noble Vine 
Their Arnasaround^their -Wronger NeigUx>ur twine - 
The creeping Ivy, to £reve»t its FaB> 
Clingswith its f^VouaGrapple^to the Wall. . ■ 
Thus are the Trees of ev'ry Kind lecure. 
Or by their own, or by a borrow'd Pow V. 
But ev'ry Tree from all its branching Roots 
A midfl the Glebe fmail hollow Fibres (hoot5> 
Which drink with thirfly Mouths the vital J uice. 
And 10 the Umb6 and I^ave^ their Food diffufe; • 

■ Pg. 



Book 2. CREATION. 

Feculiai Por« peculiar ] uice receive. 
ToitodeayT.to thttJUhniwiwrgiw. - - 

li(!nn'TKrtMtTfeettIieirnriouiFruit< produce. 
Sonic h»Migl)tfulTaftc. andlomeforUfe. 
Hence fprouting Plan^enrich ihe Piihi ioA Wool, 
ForFhflUkiome, and fiiincdelign'dfbT Food. 
Hence (ragraDt Flow'ri with dif rest CtHotutAj'i 
OnlxDiling Meads unfold their ^udj Pr it'e. 

Review tbele nain'Tou) Scenec, atoncerurrej 
Nature's eztended Face, then. Sccpiicjcs, by, 
Inthii wide Field of Wooden can you find . 
No An difcoTcr'd, and no End defign'd t 
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The ARGUMEI^T. 

TfjB lntrod$iBion, Ufefnl KnowUdgefirfi fmfi^d hy Man, 
jigriculture, ArchiteSiure, Sculfture, Tainting. Mh- 
fick. Jht Grecian Tfnkfophers firft engaged in ufiUfs Sff 
^nlations. The Ahfrrdity of ajferfing the Selfexiftmt^ bh 
dependent and Eternal Being rf Atomes, according to the 
Scheme of Epicurus. Anfiur to the ObjeBions of Atheifts, e 
to she Scheme of Creation ajferted in t^e two former Books, 
Ihe ObjeBions brought ly LucTctiusagaii^ Creation from 
theNeceJ^ of fre-exment Matter fir tie Formation rf 
all Kinds ofBemgfifrom t^ pretended tSartfklContri' 
vance of the Wotld % from Jhoims, BPiers and noxious 
H^eeds i from Savage Beafis, Storms, Thunder, Difeajesi 
from the fait^l Birth and the fhort Lifi of Mam from 
the Jnequalitjitef Heat and Cold tm^knent Climates, an- 
fwer*d. The ObjeBions 0^'irie P.yrrlSroians or Scef ticks an" 
fwet^d. A Repfy to tfife.vho ajfert all Things owe their 
Being and their Motions to Nature. Their different and 
JenfeJefs account of that Word, More apparent and emi - 
nentSkillandffifJomexprefs'din the Works of Nature than 
in thofe of human Art. The Unreafonablenefs of denying 
Skill andDeJign in the Author of thofe Works, Vanmus» 
hohhs, andS^'moikconJider'd, 
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• • T? 'E R vain Philofophy had recr'd her SdiooU 
' * xL whofe Chiefs imagined Realms of Scicncerule, 

' With idle Toil from viiionary Schemes, 
" * And wage Eternal War for rival Drpms : 

* Studious of Good, Man difregarded Fame, 
. * And Ufefbl Knowledge washiselde/l Aim : 

* Thro' MecapLyfic Wilds he qever flew, 
' Nor the dark Haunts oi School Cium4ir0i knew 
' But had alone his Happinefs in View. 

He milk'd the lowing Herd, he prefs'd the Chee(e, 
, Folded Hie FIock> and fpun the woolly Fleece. 
•:. 1 n Urns the Bees deHciotis Dews he lay'<i, 
r Whofe kindling Wax invented Day difplay'd , 
Wrefted their Iron Entrails from the Hills, 
Then witli the Spoils his glowing Forges fills i. 
And (hap'd with vigV ou s Strokes the ruddy Bar 
To rural Arms, unconfcious yet of War. 
He made the Pbughfliare in the Furrow (bine. 

And learn'd to ibw his Bread, and plant his Wine. 
Now verdant Food adorn 'd the Garden Beds, 
And truittul Trees (hot up theirbranchirig Heads J ^ 
Rich Balm from Groves, and Hprbsi from grafly Plains. 
His Fearer footh'd, or heal'd his wounded Veins. 

Our Fathers next, in Achiic^ure skill'd. 
Cities for Ufe, and Forts for Safety bDild; 
Then Palaces and lofty Domes aroie, 
Thefe for Devotion, andforPIeafurethoft. 
Their Thoughts were next to^rtful Sculpture tnrn^, 
' Which now the Palace* now the Dome adorn'd. 
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The Pencil tbcn did growing Fame acquire. 
Then was the Trumpet heard, and tuneful Lyre» 
9nedid the Triuooph fiiig,' and one theTWarinTpire, 

Gntct did at length a learned Race produce. 
Who needful Science mock'd, . and Arts of Ufc, 
Confum'd their fruitlefs Hours in eager Cbace 
Of airy Notions, thro* the boundleft Space 
Of Speculation, and the darkfbme Void, 
. Where wrangling Wits, in endlcfs Strife cmploy*d, 

• Mankind witti idleiStibtikies embroil, 

' ^nd fafhion Syftems with Romantick Toil : 
Thefe with the Pride oi dogmatizing Schools 
Imposed on Nature arbitrary Rules ; 
ForcM her their vaiii Inventions to obey, 

• And move as learned Frenzy trac'd the Way. 

• Above the Clouds while thiey prefumM'to loar, 
- Her tracklefs Heights ambitious to explore. 

And Heaps of undigeftedVbluiheswrit, 
lllufive Notions of Phantaftic Wit, 
So long they Nature fearch'd and markM her Laws, 
They loft the Knowledge of th* Almighty Caufc. 

Th' erroneous Didlates ot each Grecian Sage 
Renounc'd the Doctrines of the eldeft Age : 
Yet Thefe their matchleis Science did proclaim, 
UfurpDiftin£^ioD, snd appropriate Fame. 

But tho* their Schools produced no nobler Fruit 
Than empty Schemes, and Triumphs of Difpute; 
The Notions which arife from Nature's Light 
As well adorn the Mind, as guide her right. 
Enlarge her Compafs, and improve her Sight* 
Thefe ne'er the Breaft with vain Ambition fire. 

But bam& Pride, and modeft T&oughts inifire. 
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fiyherinform'dvifebleft Rd^oslcars, ' 

Itsgloriou&Objed bykcr Aid difceiti. 

Tte rolling Worldsaround liB we fiinrey, 

Tll*alteFmteSov*teignfrot thcN^htaodDay: 

View the wide£artfa admi'd with Hiiisatid Wo«d«» 

Rich in her Herds, and fertikby her Fhx)ds :. 

' Walk thro' the deq^ Afaftmentfrof the M^, 

' Afceod the Air to y ifit Cloada and Rain : / 

'And while we ravift'd gaze oQ Nature's Fac«u 

'Remark her Order, and her Nfotions trtfce, \ 

'The long coherent Cham oi Things we find 

'Leads to a CauiiQ^upreaiVi, a wile creatuig MiDd* 

YoQ, whd the Behigt»f aOod dticlaiiny 
And think meer Chanceproduc'd this wondVousFraoK^ 
Say, did you e'er rcdod, tmsntum Tribe^ 
To Matter what Eer^edioos you aTcr ibe I 
Csn you to Duft £ich Veiiemioftfiibw, 
Ad Atonae with fiuii Priviiedge ebddw, 
1%at from its Nature's^re Necei&cy 
It fliottld £xift> aodiK) GorrtiptiQKi&e } 

Since your £K1: A tomes Imtependeat tre^ 

And not eath other's Beif^ prop aiid4>GaE» 

AsKlfincetothlsitiisFortaftoiiA . ; 

That others <hould Exiftenoe have, fiippo& 
You in your Mind^oflft AvGUitfifkbuId rem'ore 

FromalltheTrocj^ Aat it&iSieVacaaeftrovtb 

Camiot ourTfaoaghtoMceireotib AMUdfcfif 

It fb, youGreMiiSagesinuftcoiifels 
< 7hat Matter, which you Independent fUune^ 
• Cannot a Being iieceflary datm : 

ff or what has Being ftottk li^aceffity; 

it ijimpolfibk it (hould not be. 
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Why tas an Atouve this one Place pofleft 
Of all theemptj void, and not tiiercft t 
1 f by its Nature's Force 'tis preien t here. 
By the iamc Force it muft be ev*ry where i 
Oin Beings be confin'd, which neceflary are? 
If a firft Body may to any Place 
Be not dctermio'd, in the boundlefs Spacer 
Tis plain, it then may abfent be from all i 
Who then will this a Self-exiftencecallf 
As Ti me does vaft Eternity regard. 
So Place \s with Infinitude compar'd j 
A Being then, which never didcommeiice, 
Muft, as Eternal, likewife be Immenfe. 
What Caufe within, or what without is found, 
That<an a Being Uncreated bound? 
None that's Internal, for it has no Cau&i 
Nor can it be controul'J by foreign La ws>. 
For then it clearly would dependent be 
On Force fuperior, .which will ne'er agree 
With SeU'-exiftcnce, andNeceflity, 
Abiurdly then to A temcs you aiTign 
Such Pow'rs, and fuch Prerogatives Divine : 
Thus while the Notion'of a God you flight. 
Your ielvcs (who, vainly think you realbn right) 
Make vile material Cods, in iiumber infinite. 

Now let us, as'tisjuft, in turn prepare 
To ftand th^f oe» and wagiedetenfive War« 

• Lucretius firft, a mighty Hero, fprings 

• Into the Field, and his own Triupiph fings« 

' He brings, to nuke us from our Ground retire,^ 

• The Reas*ners Weapons and the Poet's Fire* 

• ThetunefiilSophiftthu^iiis Battle ^ms, 

• PurBuUwarksthusinpoliilVdArxnorilBrnis. 
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To Parent Matter Things their Being owe,' 
Because from nothing no Produdionsflow. 
And it we grant no Pre-exiflent Seed, 1* 

Things difPrentThingSy from what they do,m]ghtbrecd, \ 
And any Thing from any Thing proceed. J 

The fpicy Groves m ight S4ythiM's Hills adorn; ^ t 

The Thidle might the Amaranth have born, 1 

The Vine the Lemon, and the Grape the Thorn . J ^ 

Herds from the Hills, Men ^om the Seas might Rife 
From Woods the Whales, and Lyoqsfrom theSkief« 

Th' elated Bard here with a Conqu'ror*s Air 
Difdainfiil kniles, and bids his Foes defpair • 
But, Carus^ now you ufe Poetic Charms, 
And not afTailus with the Reas'ner's Arms. 
Where all is clear you fancy'd Doubts removcy 
And what, we grant with £afc» withLabour|>ro¥o.' 
What you (hould prove, Imt cannot, you decline* 
But cbufe a Thing you can, and there you flume* 

Tell us, fam'd Roman, was it e'er deny'd. 
That Seeds for fuch Produ6i:ions are fupply'd? 
That Nature always muft Materials find \ 

for Bead s and Trees, to propagate their Kiodf 
All Generation the rude Peasant knows 
A pre-exiftent Matter fnuft iuppofe. 
But what to Nature firftiier Being g^ve t 
Tell whence your Atomes their fixiflencebaficf 
Wc ask you whence the SeedsCoaftitiieot ^ring 
OF cv'ry Plant, and :cv'ry living Things 
Whence ev'ry Creaturcibould produceits Kiad» 
And to itsftf oper Species be confined ? 
Toanfwer^his, LHcretius, willrecpurc 
Mnc than fweet Numbers and Poetic Fire. 
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But fee, bow wcUtiM Poet wiUfUpport 
His Cau/e, if wf the Argnalieot remrt. 
If Chance alone could tntooge, finrty divide, 
And» Beipgttoptodiioey your Atomes guides 
It cafual ConcourCe did the World cempoie, 
And Things fnom Bit^Fortuitous arofe, 
then any Thing nsight come from any Thtng« 
For how from Chance can conftant Order fpring ? 
. The Fdreft Oak migUt bear the blufhisgRofe. 

• And fragrant Mirtieathrive in JRi^^R«f> Snows. 
. The fair Pomgranate might adorn the Pine, 

. The Grape the Brarmbk, and the Sloe the Viae. 

• Fifh from the Plakia, Birds farom the Floods might Rile, 
And lowing Herds brcftk firom the Starry Skies. 

But, Ox, tbe CfaM 6ma keener Weapons chuie. 
Advances iwfat aadtfaHSthe Fight renews. 

« If I wwcdoubtMof the Sotttcc and Spring 
« Whence Things arife,! from the Skies could bring* , 
^* Andev"ryPartof Nature, Proofs to fliow 
<* The World toGods cannot its Being owe, 
«< Sq full of Faults is all th* uaartfiil Frame : 
** Firft we tbe Ai>'d unpeopled Deiert blame. 
« Brute Beads pofTdft the Hil!, and flwdy Wood, 
" Much do the Lakes but more the 0«can*s Flood 
«< (Which fevers ildalflte» and Shores divided leaTes^ 
« Takcfrom^feLtfddbyiiltet'pofing^ares. 
« One th&rdbyhcMfcSilgQildaiidbiinling Heat 
'' LyesadefbrmU inhofpitiableSeat: 
'* Thereftft unlabKM]t>i, would by Natere breed 
« Wild Bramblesonij^, and the noxious Weed: 
'* OidootinduftriousMan, with endtdf^lbilf 
** Extort his Food Ik-om the rtludam Soil, « 

" Did not the Farmer's Steel the Furrow wound, 
^ And Harnows tcai the liaryeft from the Ground, 
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'' The Earth would no fponttaeous Fruitt affofd 

** To Man, her vain imagioary Lord. 

*' Oft when the labourhig Hind ha$ ploughed the Field, 

•* And forc'd the Q\ be onwillingly 1^ yicM, 

« When Green and Flowry Nature crewtts his Hopf^ 

<< With the gay Prottife of a plenteous Crop, 

*■ The Fruits (fad Ruin!) perifh on the Ground,. 

*' Buri^t by the Sun, or by the Deluge drowned ^ 

'* Or foon decay by Snows immodVate chill'd^ 

•• By Winds'^^cblatted, or by Lightning Kill'd. 

*< Nature befidies, the Savage Bead fijiftams, 

« Breeds in the Hills the Terror of the Plains, 

*' To Man a fatal Race, could this be fo 

" Did gracious Gods difpofc of Things below/ 

** Their proper Plagues with annual Seafonscomca- 

^ And Deaths untin\eiyblaft us In the Bloom. 

** Man at his Birth* unhappy Son of GrieU 

(« I s helplcfs call on the wild Coafts of Life» 

** In want of all Things, whetcc our Conufbrts flow, 

<« A Ad and moving SpoQacIe af Woe. 

<< Infants in ill-prefaging Cries complain, 

** As confcious of a coming Life of Pain. 

** All Things mean time to Beads kind Nature grants 

" Prevents their SufTrmgs, and fiippjics their VVants^ 

** Brought forth with Eafe, they grow, and skip, and fcedU 
« No dandling Nurfe, orjingUngGugawneed % 

«• In Cares ihey lurk, or o'er the Mountains range, 

*« Nor ever thro* the Year their Garment change, 

«« Unverft in Arm s and ignorant of War, 

• They need HO Forts, andnolnvafionfear. 

" Whate'er they want, from Nature's hand they gaini 

•f The Life (he gave, (he watches to mamtaltu 

Thu s impotent in Senie, tho* ftrong inRage^ 
The daring Zotntm does the Gods engigte. 

E. ^ But 
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Bat undifmaT'd wc face th' intrepid Foe, 
Suftain his Oofet, and thas ward the Blow. 

Suppofc Defers in this Terrcftrial Scat, 
That Nature is not, asyounrge, Coixiplcat: 
That a Divine and Wife Artificer 
Blight greater Wonders of his Art confer \ 
And might with Eafe on Man, and Mkn's Abod^r,. 
More Bount7> i^orc Perfcd^ion have beflow'd. 
If in this lower World he has not fi\own 
His utmoft Skill, faj, has he therefore none r 
We in Produ6Hons Arbitrary fee 
Marks ot Ferfe^ion different in degree. 
Tho' Mailers now more SkiU, now lefs impart, 
Yet arenot all their Works, the Works of Art ? 

• Do Poets ftill ftiblimcr Subjefts fmg, 

• Still ftretch to Heav*nabold afpiring Wiog, 

• Nor e'er de(ccnd to Flocks, and laboring Swains, 

' Freqpent the Floods, or range ihe humble Plains ? 
Did, Grecian ThiMas, all thy Pieces (hine 
With equal Beauty ? or, ^pelles, thine ? 
Or Raphael's Pencil never chufc to fall ? 
Say, are his Works Transfigurations all ? 
Did Buonarota never build, O Rome, 
A meaner Stro^re, than th)^ wondrous D^jne ? 
Tho' in their Works applauded astbcitbcft, 
Greater Defign and Genius arc es^pre.ft. 
Yet is there none acknowledged in the nil 

In all the Parts of Nature's fpacious Sphere 
Of Arttenthoufand Miracles appear: 
And will you not the Author's Skill adore, 
Bccaufe you think he might difcover more f - 
You own a Watch th* Invention of the Mindy. 
Tho* tor a fingle Motion 'tis drfgn'd. 
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As well as that, which is with greater Tho ught, 
With various SpringSi for various Motions wrought* 

An independent, wife and confciousCaufe* 
Who freely adls by arbitrary Laws, 
Who at Connexion, and at Order aims. 
Creatures diftinguiili'd in Perfedirion frames. 
Unconfcious Caufes only (lill impart 
Their utmoft Skill, their utmoft Pow'r exert. 
Thofe, which ran freely chufe, difcem, and know. 
In a£Hng can degrees of Vigour (how. 
And more or le/$ of Art or Qre beftow* 
If all Perfection were in all Things (hown>. 
Ail Beauty, all Variety were gone. 
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As this inferior Habitable Seat 
By different Parts is made one whole Compleaf, 
So our low World is only one of thpfe,. 
Which the capacious Univerfe compofc. . 
Now to the uni verfal Whole advert \ 
The Earth regard, as of that Whole a Part, 
In which wide Frame more noble Worlds abound y 
Witnefs, ye glorious Orbs, which hang around. 
Ye (hining Planets that in ^thtr ftray, 
And thou bright Lord and Ruler of the Day f ' 
Witnefs, ye Stars, which beautifie the Skies, 
How much do your vtft Globes in Hdght and SSse^ . 
In Beauty and Magnificence, outgo 
Our Ball of Earth, that hangs in Clouds below! 
Between your felves too is DiftindHon found. 
Of difPrent Bulk with difPrentGlory crown'd. 
The People, which in your bright Regions dwell^. 
Muft this low World's Inhabitants excell. 
And fmce to various. Planets they agree. 
They from each other muft diftinguifh'd be. 
And own Por&dionsdid^rent in Degree. 

£ ^. VVheii 
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Whcft we«Q fhutful Nature's Car« rcficd:, 
Andber Eihauftleft Energy refpedt. 
That ftocks this Globe, whic h you tucrhians call 
The World'scoorie Dr^gs, which to the Bottom hlX 
With numVous Kindsof Life, and bounteous fills 
Withbreathing Guefts the Vallies, Floodaand Hillsc 
Wc may pronoonce each Orb fuOains a Race 
Of Livii^Thbgsadapted to the Place. 
Were the refulgent Parts and moft rcfin'd 
Only to fervcthedark and bale defiga*d \ 
Were all tlie Stars, thoie beauteous Realms ot Li^» | 
At difbnce only hung to (hi ne by Night, f 

And with their twinkling 6eams topleaieour Sight \ ^ 
How many roll in Ef/rer, which the Eye 
Could ne'er, 'till aided by the Glafs, defcry. 
And which n&G>mmerce with the Earth maiataia ? 
Are all thofi: Glorious Kmpices made in vain ^ 

Now» asliaid> theGlobeTerre(lrialview» 
As of the Whole a Part* a mean one too. 
Tho' 'tis not like th' Etherial Worlds refin'd. 
Yet is it juft, and-fioifli'd in iu Kind : 
Hasall Perfie^Hon, which the Place demands. 
Where in Coherence with the reft it (lands. 
Were to your View the Uoiverie di(play'd« 
And all the Scenes of Nature open laid. 
Could you their Place, Proportion, Harmony, 
Their Beauty, Order and Dependence iee, 
You'dgraotourGlobehadalltheMarksof Art, 
All the Perfedliondue tofuch a Part, 
Tho' not with Lufbe, or with Magnitude, 
Like the bright Stars or brighter Sun endu'd. 

You oft declaim on (4an's unhappy Fate, 
Infultmg oft demand in this Debate, 
If thekindOodsconldfucb a Wretch create. 
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(vhence can this Unhappinefs arife f 1 

7» asfbpnasBorn, hehelplefslies, > 

ourns his Woes in Ul-prefaging Cries* 3 

:s not Nature for the Child prepare 
rent's Love the Nurfe's tender Cares 
ot their own fbrgetfol feek his Good, 
hisLimbsinBands> and fill hi$ Veins withpoodf 

tM^fiis-Frail and Mortal, i^confeft; 
liionsrackhifrNerfes, and Cares his^ Bread, 
ing Lifeis chas'd by rav'ning Pains 
all its Doublesin the winding Veins. 
ihimfeIC hcfureDeftvudionbrecdsj 
:ret Torment in hi« Bowels &eds. 
HTyrants^ by the Savage Beaft 
3wn gepcer Pailieiis he'soppreflr : 
reaths Malignant Air, now Poifbn drin ks$ 
iualDtetbarbyumimelj,. finks. 

thefe Objedors muft the Caufe upbraid-;, 
as not Mortal Man Immortal made, 
he once muft feel the fetal Blow, 
great In>portance When, or How f 
the iMcretwn lingering Life maintain 
lum Yous Ages, ignorant of Pain, 
ghtthedifcontented Murm*rcrcry, 
)lefs Fateot Man / ah Wretch doom'd once to Die/ 
Dh! how foon would you, who thus complain, 
ature-s Caufe of Cruelty arraign, 
Ton's Standard this Miftake corrc£bi 
afe to murmur did you oncercflcft*, 
)cath removes us only from our Scat, 
lot cxtinguilh Life, but change its State., 
ire difplay'd, oh ravilhing Surprize ? 
enesof VUSs^ and Triumphs in the Skies : 
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« Tp which admitted, each fuperior Mind, 
. Bjr Virtue's vital Energy refin'd, 

• Shincsforth with morcthan folar Glory bri^t^ , 
. And cloath'd with Robes of Beatific Light, 

. His Hours in Heav'niy Tfanfports ftiall employ, 

• Youpgwith Immortal Bloom from living Streams of Jofi:- 



You ask us, why the Soil the ThifUe breeds; 
Why itsfpontaueous Births are Thorns and Weeds^ 
Why for thfc Harve&it tfaeHarrow needs?.: 
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' The Author might a aoblerWbrlAhavc made, \ 

' In brighter Dreik the Hills and Vales array'd^ V 

* And all its Face in flo wry Scenes difplay'd l J^ 

* The Glebe untiird might plemeousCrops have born J . 

* And brought forth fpicyGjovesinfteadot Thorn; 

* Rich Fruit and Flowers without the Gard'oer'j&Paias - 

* Might ev*ry Hill havecrown'd, have honoured all the PiainsV 

* This Nature might have boafted, had the Mind 
■ Whotorm*d<thefpaciousUniverfe, defign'd. 

* That Man from Labour free, as well as Griet, . 

* ShouldpafsmlazyLuxuryhisLife... 

' But be his Creature gave.a tertile Soil, . 

* Fertile, but not without the Owner's Toil, 

* That fome Reward his Induftry (hould crown,- 

* Acd that hisFoodiapart might be his own. . 

But while infulting you arraign the Land, . 
Ask, why it wants the Plough, orLab'rer'sHand,, 
Kind to the Marble Rocks, yoa ne'er com plain 
That they without the Sculptor's Skill and Pain ^ 
No perfect Statue yield, no Bajfe Relieve^ , ' ■ 

Or finifh'd Column for the Palace give. 
Yet if from Hills unlaboured Figure&camc, . 
^an might haYcEafeeajoy'd, tho' never Faaacw 



You ma/ the World of more Defers upbraaf 
That other Worksby Nature are unmade* 
That fhe did never at her own Expencc 
A Palace reer, and in Magnificence 
Out-rival Art, to grace the ftately Rooms j 
That Ihe no Caftle builds, no loft)' Domes. 
Had Nature's Hand thcfe various Works prepar'd. 
What thoughtful Care, what Labour had bcenfpar'd ? ' 
But then no Realm would one great Mafter fhow,: 
1^0 Phidias Greece»znd Rome no uingelo; . . '. . 

With equal Reafbn too you might demand/ 
Why Boatsand Ships require the Artifl's Hand J 

Why gcn'rousNature did not thefe provide ■ 
TPo pafs the ftanding Lake or flowing Tide. 
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You- (aythe Hills, which high m Air ariie, 

- Harbour in Clouds, and mingle with the Skies, 
. The Earth's Difhonour and encurabring Load, 
. Of many fipacions Regions Mandefiraud; 
. Fbr Beafts and Birds of Ptcy a dcfolate Abode. . 
. But can th* Obje^hn* no Convenience find 
. I^ Mountains, Hills and Rocks,' which gird and bind 
. The mighty Frame, that elfc would be disjoyn*d^' 

- DonotthofeHeapstheragingTlderellrain; 
. And for the Dome afford the Marble Vein ? 

. Does not the River fromthe Mountain Rcw'i 
^ And bring down Riches to the Vale below? 

* See, how the Torrent tolls^the GoMen Sand ' 
-. F*om the high Ridges to the flatter Land; 

* The lohy Lines abound withendlefs Store"- 
- Of Min'r^LTreaiiire, and Metallic Oar,- 

* With precious Vein&ot Silver, Copper; Trai". 

* Withouthowbarren^ yet how rich within? ' -■ ^ 
. They bear the Pfne,* the Oak and Cedar yieU i • 

* Tl> ibrm the Palace, and the Navy buikC- ■ ' ' 

» - • • 
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when thci lodcmeot Meteors you accufe. 
And ask if gracious Gods would Storms produce : 
You ne'er reflet, that bj the driving Wind 
The Air from noxious Vapours i£ refin'd v 
Freed from the putrid Seeds of Pain and Death, 
That living Creatures might not by their Breath, 
Thro* their warm Vein8> infleadof vital Food, 
Diipcrfe Contagion, and corrupt their Blood;. 
Without the Wind the Ship were made in vain. 
Adventurous Merchants could not crois the Main, 
Kor fever'd Realmstheir gainfuITsade maintain. 

Then with this wi&Refiedion /ou diihirb 
Youranxious.Theueht, thgtourTerreffarialOrb 
In many Parts is not by Man poi{efl;> 
With too much Ueat, ortoamueh Coldi oppreft«. 
Butin Miilake you this Qbje^ion found : 
Unnumber'd Iflesand fpaciousTra^sof Cfound^ 
Which feel the Scorching Sun's dire^r Beam , 
And did to youlnhofpitable ieem. 
With Tawny Nations, or with Black abound. 
With noble Rivers lav*d, with Plenty crown'd. 
A nd Regions too from the bright Orb remote 
Axe Peopled, which you untrequented thought* 

But could XitmiShu on the Su&reflc^ 
His proper Diftance from the Earth refpe^ 
Obferve his conftant Road, hisequal Pace*. 
His Round Diurnal, and his annual Race^ 
Could he regard the Nature et the Light, 
Its beauteous Luflre, and itsrapid Flight* 
And its relation to theSenfe of Sights. 
Could he to all theie Miracles advert. 
And not in all perceive one Stroke of A»T 
Grant, that the Motions of theSunarciiicb,. 
That fome have Light too Ixttk^ fome too much. 
' ■■ '■ G 



You of the Pool&anid ipacious Lakes complait^: 
And of the liquid Defarts of the Maia, 
A&^tfi4 ths&f or ttfekfs /ou anaigii^. 
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Grant, that in diff'rent Tracks he might hire roll'd» 

And gi v'n each Qime more e^al Heat and Cold. 

Yet view the Revolutions^ as they are, 

Doesthoreoo WiiSom, noDefignappear? 

Cou'd any but a knowing. prudentCauicv 

Begin fuchMotions^ and a^gnfiich Laws? \ 

It the Great Mind had form-d a di£Prent Framed 

Might not your wanton Wit the Sydem Uame I 

Tho' here youallPerfedion (hould not find^ 

Yet is it all th' Eternal Will defign'd. 

It is a finilh'd.World*. and per£s€fc in its Kind*. 

Not that its Regions ev'ry Charm include* 

With which Celeftial Empires are endu'd ;. 

Nor is ConfummateGoodnelshere confbr^d^ 

If we Perfection abiblute regard ^ 

But what's before aiTerted* we rq)eat». 

Of the vaft Whole it is a Part compleat. 

But Hnce you murmur that the partial Sun 
Is not Indulgent to the FvigidZone> 
Suppofe moreSutts in proper Orbits roll'd^ 
Difiblv*dtheSnows» and chac'd the polar Cold^ 
Or grant that this revolv'd iafueh a way» 
As equal Ileat to dl he might convey^ 
And give the di^nt Poles their (hareof Ihf^ 
Obferve how prudent Nature's ley Hoard, 
With all her Nitrou»Store8, would be devour 'd :. 
Then would unbalanced Heathcentiousreign, 
Crack the dry Hill» . and chap the Ruflct Plain*. 
HerMoifturealUxhard, the cleaving Earth 
^iTouki yield no Fiuiti and bcacn» Verdant Birtb« 



I 



\ 



fe^ 



I 



.'6t ' CREA riOJSr. Book' j; 

Befide&fcKe Pleafiire, which the Lakes afford. 
Are not their Waves with Fi(h delicious ftor*df 
Does not the wide capacious D&ep, the Skj 
V/ ith dewy Cloudsi the Earth with Rain fuppiy ? 
Do not the Rivers, which the Vally lave. 
Creep thro* the fccret Sobtcrrancan CaVe; 
And to the Hills convey the Refluent Wave. 
You then muft own the Earth the Ocean needs, 
!yvhich thus the Lake recruits, the Fountain feeds* 

The noxious Plant and lavage Animal," 
Which you the Earth's reproach and Blcmifh eallj 
Are ufetul various ways, if not for Food, 
For Manufactures or for Med'cinegood, 
Thus we repel with Reafon, not evade* 
The bold ObjedUoa* by Lufretiusmzdc. , 

Pyrrkoniam next of like ambitious Aim, 
Wanton ot Wit, and panting after Fame,* 
Who drove to fink the Scdh of chief Renowir^ 
And on their ruin'd Schools ta raife their own» 
Boldly prefum'd^ with Rhetorician Pride,. 
To hold of any Quedion either fide. 
They thought in ev'ry Subjeft-of Debate, 
fii either Serf* the proof of e^al. Weight.- 
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Ask, if 'a God Exiftcnt they allow,- 
The vain Declaimers will attempt to (howr- 
That whether you renounce hfm, or aflcrt, 
Therc'snQ fupcrior Pfoof on either part. 
5uppofeaGod, wemuft, fay they, conclude 
He lives, if fi), he is with Senfe endu*d i 
Atidif with Senfe enduUmay Pain perceive, . 
•And what can luffeii Pain may ceafe to Hve. . 
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90»f/i»/, wea Living God adorr,- 

xhauftcd Spring of vital Pow'rj 

Immortal, UncreatH LtBe 

'ment teels, and no dc(lru6tive Grief. 

: by difTrent Organs raftc or hear ^ 

n Eye do Things tohim appear ^ 

a Mufcle or extended Nerve, 

to impart or Pain or Pleafureferve ?' 

'erfediion poifible poileftj 

s no Want, nor is with Woe opprelV, 

re can le'cr explore the Life Divine, 

und the bleA Abyfs by Reafon's Line, 

; not. Mortal Man, a Tranlknt Life, like thine 

rrs, to whom the whole Mechanic Tribe, 
n harmonious Sympathy fubfcribe, 
" wirh Einpire Univerlal crown, 
is high Queen the World's Creator own. 

, whatBoilder rea'd.theWorld,> demandr 
fay 'twas dbneby Nature's pow'rtul Hand, 
ence its Order and its Beauty ro(e,. 
?, they fay, did ib the Frame difpof^* 
at itsfteady Motions does maintain,. . 
dldsof Causes and ££Fe^sthe£^hainj . 
Iher Works thisSov'reign CauiepreiiJcs,. 
d& the Orbs, and all their Motions guides. 
:o her BotiTity we fuch Bkflings owo, ■. 
en'roos Beneta^r let us know. 
the Word Nature you exprefs, deckre 
'd in jour Minds wkat Image does appour ? ' 
mthat Teroa of doubtful Sound explain,*. 
itnoIdl&Offrfpringpf theBrain?. 



netimesby Nature your inhght'ned School 
is of thing^theUniyerfidWhole^ 



Som^ 
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Sometimes it IS the Qrder> thflt cenne£^9» 

And holds the Chain of Cau&s and Efieds. 

Sometimes it is the ManncTj and the Waj^ T ' 

la which thofe Caufcs d'o their Force confey, > 

And in Effedls thek Energy diiplay* J 

That (he's the Work it felF you oft aifert. 

As oft th' Artificer, as oft the Art. 

That is, thatwe-njay Nature clearly tract. 

And by your Marks di(lind:)y know her Face, 

She's new the I^uilding, now the Archite^, 

AjkI now the Rule whichdoes his Hand dircd^. 

ButlctthisEmprcfsbe whatever you picaijt y 
Let her be all, or any one of thcfe^ 
She is with Reafon, or (he's not, cndu'd ; 
If you the firft afikm,, we thence conclude 
A God, whofc Being you oppofe, you grant: 
But if this mighty Queen does Reaibn want>. 
How could this noble Fabrick be defign'd,. 
And faftiion'dby a Maker Brute and Blind f 
Could it of Art fuch Miracles invent t 
Andraife a beauteous World of fuch Extent ? 
Still at the Helnodoes this dark Pilot (hnd. 
And with a fleady, never-erring Hland, 

Steer all the Boatmg Worlds, and their &tCourfe com 
mandf 

That dearer .Strokes of MafteslyDcfign, 
Of wife Contrivance, and of Judgment (hine 
In all the Parts of Nature, weaflcrt. 
Than in thefarighteft Works ot human Art : 
And fhall not tho& be judg'd th' tikdt of Thougfatj. 
As well as thefe with. Skill inferiiv wrought f - 
£,et fuch a Sphere to India be convey 'd, . 
As Archimedeot modern H^^eoj made i 
Will not the Indian, tho' untaught and rude, 
ThkWork th'£ffiDft.of wiADefiguc^ude? 
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^s there fuch Skill in Imketba ftowB, 

AndinthethiDgig, w^Iipiutc^ i$noncf :. . . 
Are not our Arts by artful Nature taught. 
With Pain an^carefvl Ol?ierv4th>n &P2l^]t f 

Behold the Pfunter, who with Nature yics» 
See his whole Soul exerted in bis Eyes / 
He views her various Scfpaes, intent to trace 
The Mader Lines, tbaj( torjao l^r ^|)i|b'dF«ct r 
Are Thought aad Condud in tho Copy clear, 
Whijcnoneinalltb'OBigifisdapj^qkf? > 

« • ■ • 

Tell us what lfL9tSttu f&s Mecbtnicks fam'd^ 

Has one Machine fb adflfiii'ably firatn'd. 

Where you will Art in fuch F^irfiod^ieo granir» 

As in a living Qre(tufe> or a Plant ? 

Declare wbtt cuftout Wof k«M9(yp caavir . ■ 

Or with a Hand or Foot, an Ear or Eye ? 

That cantor Skill as aau€bApplau{V4e£ervc^ . 

*^ As the fine Textwe of tb^ fibrous Ner vc» 
' Or the fiupendous SyfteiB» which contains 
' Th' Arterial Chtfmels, or the winding Veins ? 

What Artificial Fraoio, wbatlnftruraent 

Did one Superior Genius yet invent, 

WbichtotheBonfsorMufclesisprefer'd, < 

If you their Order, Form, or Uic regard ? 

Why then to Works of Nature is aiTiga'd '1 

An Author Unintelligent and Kind, \ 

When ours proceed from Choice and confcious llSaA\ JJl 

To this you fay, that Nature'sare indeed 
. Moft artful Works, but then they ne'er proceed' 
From Nature adding with Deiign and Art> 
Who void ot Choice her Vigour does exnrti 
And by unguided Motion Things produce^ 
^flcgardlefsof their Order, EndorUfe, 
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By TuVy'^ Mouth thus Cotttk does dtfpute : 
But thus, with Eafe the ^sjomtkn we confute. 

Saj, if in artful Things no Artisihown, 
What are the certain Marks, that make it known 
How will you artful trom unartful bomd. 
And not th' Ideas in our Mind confound? 
Than this no Truth difplays before our S\^t 
A brighter Beam, or more convincing Light» 
That rkilful Works fappoie a skilful Cauie, 
Which adlsbyChoi'ce, and moves by prudent Lav 
Where you, unlefsyou are, as Matter, blind> 
Condufb and beautitoui Difpofitiod find, 
Confpiring Order^ Fitnefs, Harmony, 
Ufe and Conveniencei will you not agree 
That fuch E&ds could not be undefign'd» 
Nor could proceed, but fi-oai a Knowing Mind ? 

* Old SyftetBsyou may try, or new ones raift^ 

* May (hift and wind and plot a thoufand Ways \- 

' May various Words, and Forms of Di^ionufe, 

* And with a diff'rcnt Cant th* unjiidging Ear arouft 

* You may affirm, that Chance did Things create, 
' Or let it Nature be, or be it Fate ; 

' Body alone, inert and brute, you'll find; 

* The Caufc of all Things rs by you zfTign'd: 

* JAnd after all your fiuitlcfsToil, if you 
'•A Caufe diftindi from Matter will allow, 

' It muft be conscious, not like Matter Wind, 
■ And'fhew you grant a God, by granting Mind. 

Vaninus^ncxt, a hardy, modem Chief, 
A bold Oppofer of Divine Belief, 
Attempts Religion's Fences to fubvert. 
Strong in his Rage, but dcftitutc of Art, 
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In Impious Maxims fixt he Heav'n dcfy'd, . , 

An unbelieving Anti- Martyr djf'd. , 

Strange, that an Atheift Pleafure (hould rcf ufe> 

Relinquifli Life, and Death in Torment cbufc T 

Of" Science what a defpicable fiiare 

K4»i»«/own'd, his publifh'd Dreams decIarcT 

Let impious Wits applaud a Godlefs Mind, 

As bleft with piercing Sight, andScnfercfin'J, 

Contriv'd and wrought by Nature's careful Hand, ; - 

An theproud Schools of Learning to Command » 

Let them pronounce each Patron of their Caufe, 

Claims by diflinguiHi'd Merit jufl Applanfei 

Yet I this Writer's want of Senfe arraign. 

Treat all his empty Pages with DifHain, 

And think a grave Reply mifpent and vain : 

To borrow Light this Error to amend, 

I would the Al^eift toVunmHs fend. 

AtlengthBnV4»»fV8Soil, Immortal Shame! 
Brought fcMTtb a Sage of celebrated Name, . 
Who with Contempt on bleft Religion trod, 
Mock'dall her Precepts; andrenounc'dhisGod* 
As awful Shades and Horrors ot the Night 
Difturb the Mother, and the Child aCright, 
Who fee dire Spedres thro* the gloomy A tr 
In threatening Forms advance, and (huddring hear 
TheGroans of WandringGhoftsJandYellings of Delpa 
From the fame Spring, he fays. Devotion flows, 
Confcienqc of Guilt from dread of Vengeance rofe: 
Religion is the Creature of the Spleen* 
And troubled Fancy forms the World unfecff: 
That timorous Minds with felf-tormcnting Care 
Create thofe awful Phantoms, which they tear. 
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Such Arms were us'd by impious Chi^fis of old. 
Vain as this Modern Hero., and as bold.. 
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who wou'd not this Philofophcr adore. 
For finding Worlds difcov^r'd long btforc ? 
Can he one Flower in all his Garden ftiowv 
Which in hxsGremn Mafter's did not grow f 
And yet imperious with a Teacher's Air, 
Boaftful he claims a Right to Wifdom's Chair • 
Gafping with ardent Thirft ot falfeRenown, 
With Grecian Wreaths he docs his Temples crowDr 
Triumphs with borrowed Spoils) and Trophiesno 

own. 
ThcWorFdL he grants with Clouds was oreriprcad 
Truth ne'er ered^ed yet her ftarry Head, 
^itl he bright Genius rofe to chafe the Night, 
And thro' all Nature (bone with new-^rung Lights 

But let th' Enquirer know, proud B»V#«, whf 
Hope (hould not Goids, a$ wellatf^^ Ay^ I 
Does not th' Idea of a God inchide 
The Notiot Qi A^ncficcat ^ Gq9^» 
Of one to Mercy not Re?4a^ioclinjd» 
Able and willing torcUe?eMaDkiQd } 
And does nqt this I di^ VP^qrcapipear 
The Obje6l of our Hppe> thmoi oisr Fear ^ 
Then tell us why this PaiHon, more than that,. 
SJtould build their Altars^ tf^ the Gods create t 

, But let v^ griMit the wc^ and tim'rous Mind 
To SuperfiitioMs Terrors is ioclia'd : 
That luM'rid Scenes, and Mongers form'd in Aii^ 
By Night the Chirdrco and the Mother fcare ; 
That Apparitions by a Fever bred. 
Or by the Spleen's black Vapours fill the Head v 
Does that affcd: theSageof Senferefiz^'d* 
Whofc Body's healthful, andfcrenehis Mind? 

Yet more, infulting Bri/«if, let us try 
your Reafbn's force, ^oui Ki^umctvua^^lY* 
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You iaj, fincie Spc6lrcs from the Fancy flov^. 
To tim'rous Paiicj Gods their Being owe : 
Since Phantbms to the Weak item real ThmgSy 
Religion from Miflakeaod Wealu^fsfprings, 

But tho' the Vulgar have lUulions ieeo. 
Thought Objcfts we're without, that were within. 
Yet we from hence abflii dly fhduld conclude. 
All Obje^^s of the Mind, the Mind delude : . 

That our Ideas idlieare, that none 
Were ever real; an4 that N6thing*s known. 

Bat leaving Phantom s and illuH ve fear. 
Let us at Reafon's Judgment Seat appear. 
There let theQueftionbe fcverdy try'd. 
By an iospartial Sentence we abide : .. . 
Th' Eternal Mind^s Ex'iBxace we fullaia 
By Proofs ib iPull, by Evidenced plain. 
That none of all the Science^ have Ihown, 
Such DemonfiratioD ^f the Truths thi^ ow«i 

S^no/k.ncxty to hide his black Defigi^ 
And to his Side th' unwary to incline, 
For Heav'n his Eniigns treacherous diiplays, 
Declares for God, while he that God betrays: 
For whom he*s pleased fuch Evidence to bring, 
Aiiaves the Name, whik it fobverts die Thing. 

Now hear hk &boiir'd Scheme of impious Uie : 
Ho Subftaoce^D another e'er produce- 
Subftance no Lioait, no Confinement kaows^ 
And its Exiftencefrom its Nature Hows. 
The Subftanceof the Univerfeisone, 
;Which is the Mf-eauAent God alone. 
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The Spheres ot.£/^er, which the World endofe. 
And all th' Apartments, which the Whole compo&i 
The kicid Orbs,; theEarth, the Air, theHaui^ ' 
With every diflPreat Being they contain, 
'Areofwprodi^usAggrejgatedGoJ, 
Of whom each Sand is part, each Stone and God ] 
Supream Perfedlibns in each Infed (hinc, 
£ach Shrub is Sacred, and each Weed Divine. 

Sages, ao longer Ej[y/>i;'sSoi;isderpire, 
For their cheap Gods, and Savoury Deities 1 
Ko more their courfe Divinities revile / 
To Leeks, to Onions, to the Crocodile, 
You might your humble Adorations pay, 
JVcrc you not Ctfdsyour fclvcs, as well as they. 

As much you pull ReHgion's Altars down. 
By owning all Thiiigs God, as owning none* 
For (hould all Beings be^like Divine, 
Of Worlhip if an Objed you affvgn, 
God to him ■ielf muft Veneration (hew. 
Mud be the Idol and the Vpt'ry too. . 
And their Ailertions are alike abfiird, 
YVhoownnoGod, ornonetobeador'd* 
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BOOK IV. 



The ARGUMENT. 

lie Jntrodu^ien. No Mfin47appi that has not erniquu^d 
the Fears tf Death, The Inability of the Epiciiitao Scheme 
to accomplijh that Ind. Religion only tafabk offubdstini 
thofe Fears. The Hypothecs of Epicurus concerning the 
Formation of the Univerefe fhewn to he abfurd. L In a 
more general Survp cf the Parts of the Univer/e, II. By 
a more clojeand flriB Examination (f his Scheme. Ihie 
Trincipk' ^ Motion not accounted fir by tha4 Schema ^ 
nor the Determination <f Atone way. Bandus^ Gravity, 
Innate Mobility^ Words without a Meaning. De(ceni cf 
Atomes j Ufyoards and Diwnwards, a Middlf w Center 
sb/krdfy s^JJerted by Epiciuxu in in/mite Sface, Ess Hypo^ 
thifis not to bi Jkf ported, whether his Matter be fispfos'd 
Ttnite or InjmitOk His tidiculous AJfertion relating to th9 
DiumalandAnniMlMotum cfjheSun, The ImpoJjfbiUty of 
firming the World by the CafiialContourfe of Atomes, They 
€OHld never meet if they mov'd with equal Speed. Frian* 
,7ive Atomes being the fmalkft Tarts of. Matter % would 
move mere flewly than Bodies rf greater Bulk, which have 
-MW4QrMviyr]i$$h^MrtfUiptrdly fu^i9i*ik to ivMrut t^«. 
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fwifttfl. His AJferthn thatfime Frimkive Aumes , 
JireSp tmd others an inclining Motion^ imfiiesMC 
JiBam* Lacretibi his ExfLmatiM cf this incUmt 
titn tffomi firfi Atomes net intelHgitU, The ine, 
M D^ficmlty fffteffing the Atemes'mtheirfigk 
€Mtifing them te fettle ins frrm'dfForld. The ft 
JEMrth not to be fufinin^d in liquid j^. The £pi 
formation cf the Hedv ens very Ridtculous. No y, 
pvm by the Epicurcans^^w the Sun ahd$tarskre 
in jhiilMthfcT. their idle Atceunt ef the Ferm 
the Air. The variety cf figure smdSize givenhf '. 
rus tohisAtemeSf a convineingVroef afWifdoma 
fyrt. Another Froefts the d ifinffuttivn ef the Mi 
Dry Atomes in theVomMOien efthe Zturth, HisUi 
md childijh Aeceemt of the Forfnatien efthe HoL 
■ ^he Sen. No Account given hy Epicucus, or his Fol 
efthe Motion of the Heavenly Orbs, particularly 
Stm, 

GAKUSt wegratitnoManisblcft, but he, 
Wlix>& Mlhd troEBi iuxious Tb^ghts of D 

LctLaurcl Wraths the Viaor's Brt)Wsadoni> 
Sublime thro' ga?.ingThroi]gs in Triumph born : 
Let Acclamations ring around the Skies, 
While ^rling Clouds of balmy Inceo& rife ; 
LetSp6Usiiife&iellie» letTrepkiesgaiVdrnVVdr, 
Atld coiiqucvVl Kings atteodhis ro^UbgCar ; 
If Dmd of I>eath ftiil uAfubduVl remains. 
And fccrtt o'ertBc Vaoquifli'd Vidlor re]gft»» 
Jh' illuftrious Slave m endleis Thraldom bett s 
A heariirChaki* thanhis kd Captive wtius. 

With fwifteft Wmg the Pears of future Fate 
£lude the Guards, and pais the Palace Gate : 
Tk-averCe the lofty Rooms, and uneootroul'd 
V4y hoveiingr Yoond the Painted Roofs, and bold 

11» tketfdiAkfMcltfigi wdYOK^dkonfittk ^ Cokt 
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amiliar HoiTm'K hauntthe Monarch's Head, 
iod Thoughts ill-boding from the Downy Bed 
rinfegendeSleepi Uadt Cares the Soul infeft, 
ind broider'd Stars adorn a troobled Breafti 
a vaio they ask the charming L]rre» in rain 
'he FlattVcr'sfwceter Voice to hiU their Pain.' 
Jot and "Wine bat for a Moment pleaie» 
Idights they oft enjoy, t>ut tiever Eafi. 

WhatareDiftinaioh, Honour, Wealtli, and State, 
*hePomp*of Courts, the Triumphs of the Great} 
'he num'rous Troops, that envy*d Thrones fecure^ 
kod fpleodid Eofigns of ImperialPoWr ? 
Vhat theliigh Palaae reer*d with vafl £xpencr> 
farivaird Art, and Luxury imtnexdb, 
^ith Statues grac'd by. Ancient Gr^reiupply'd, 
^ich more than Tfrfian Wealth, and fyrimVtidc t 
Vhat are the Foods of ail delicious Kinds, 
^hich now the Humfman, nowthcTowler findf^ 
["herichefl Wines, which Gi»2i!ii»*s happy Field, 
^hichTi^4» Hills, or Thine iMt^^ jield t 

Nature deprav'd. Abundance does puriiir, 
ler lirft and pure Demands are cheap and few* 
¥hat Health promote^;, ^nd give^unenvy'd Peace« . 
s all Expencelefs, 4ind procur'd with Eafe, 
kholdtheShcplierd, fee tb'Indullrious Swain, 
Jf ho i^oughs the Field, or reaps iht ripen'd Graint 
i]ow mean, and yet how taifbful is tlieir Farel 
^ow^eet their "Sleep? Their Souls how tree from Gu«{ 
Aey drink the flreaming Cryftal, and cTc^ 
rh* inflaming Juices of the Purple Grape i 
ind to prote^ their Liml]f8 from rig'rous Air, 
jarments, their own Domefkick Work, they Wear; 
fet Thoughts of Death their lonely Cots moIeft» 
OSrJcfat the Hiod» and break the Lab'res'itUfc. 



Since tbcfe RefloAions-oft approachiQg Fate, v 
Diftruft, and i&-prcfagjng-Care create,-.: 
*Tis clear we ftri ve for happincfs in vain. 
"WhileFears 6t Eteath withiainfulting reign* 

But then lucreiiofi Witsabfurdlj frame* 

■ To (ink thoieinbred Fears, their impious Schem^y 
- To chale the Horrorfrof a Con&ious Min4 

. Thejdefperate Means, and wild Expedients find. 

■ The Hardy-Rebels aiming to appeafe 

■ Their fierce Remorfe, and dream a while at £aie« 

• Of crying Guilt th* avenging Power difbwn, 
' And pull their high Creator from his Throne : 
'That done, they mock the Threats of future Paia, 

* As Monf}:rous Fi£kion8 of the Poets Brain. 



Thy Force alone. Religion, Death diiarms, 
-Breaks alights Darts, and every Viper charrac* 
Soften*d by thee, the grifly Form appears 
"Nomorb the horrid Objcdof our Fears.. 
We undifmay'd this awful PowV obey. 
That guides us through the fafc, tho* gloomy Way 
Which leads to Life, and to the bleft Abode, 
JSVhcre ravifli'd Minds enjoy, what here they own'< 

Regard, ye Sages of X«<Te/i>» Race, 
l^Jature'srich Dre&, behold her lovely Face. 
JLookall around, Terrcftrial Realms furvey, 
Thclfles, theUivers, andtheipaciousSea^ 
ObfcrvethcAir, view with attentive Eyes 
The glorious Concave of the vaulted Skies ^ 
'Could thcfe from CafualHits, fromTumult thefc 
Can Rule and Beauty from Diftradlion grow f 
Can Symmetry from wild Contufion flow ? 
When Atomes in th* unmeafur'd Space did rove, 
Axid iatheiask £or:^QubtiUil Eznpire &xoye4 
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Did intervening Chance the Feuds compofe, 

Efhblifh Friendfhip, and diiarm the Foes? 

Did this the Ancient darkfome Horrors chace, 

DifliB^ion give, and fpread Celeftial Gfaee 

0*er the black DiftriAs of the Esiptj Space f * J j 

Could Atomes, which with undireded flight 

Roam'd thro' the Vpid, and rang'd the Realms of Nighc^ 

Of Reafondeflitute, without Intcnt» 

Depriv'dof Choice, andmindiefsof Event, 

In Order march, and to their Pofts advance. 

Led by no Guide; but undefigning Chance t 

What did th' entangled Particles divide. 
And fort the various Seeds of Thingsally'd ? 
To make primaeval Elements feleA 
All the fit Atomcs, and th* unfit rejcft? 
Diftinguifii Hot from Cold, and Moift fix)ci Drj,' 
Range fome to form the Earth, and fome the Sky? 
From the Embrace, and gloomy Arms of Night, 
What frec'd the glimm'ring Fire, and dlfcngag'd the Light? 
Could Chance fuch j ulf and prudent Meafures take ? 
To frame the World fuch Didributions make ? 
If to your Builder you will Condndi: give, 
A Power to chufe, to manage and contrive. 
Your Idol Chance, fiippos'd Inert and Bh'nd, 
Muft be enrol'd an adtve Confcious Mind. 
Did this your Wiieand Sovereign Archite^ 
Dcfign the Model, and the World cred f 
Were by bcr Skill the deepiFoundations laid, ' 
• The Globes fufpended, and the Heav'ns difplay '^t 
By what Elaftic Engines did (he rccr 
The ftarry Roof, and roU the Orbs in Air^ 

On the Formation of the Earthrcflcdl i 
Isthis^a blindFortuitous Effedt ? 
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Didall the grofler Atomesj at the call 1 

Of Chaace, file off to form the pondrous EalU > 

And undetermined into Order fallf J 

Didot thenlelvesth'aflembled Seeds arriyet 
lAnd without Art this artful Frame contrive? 
To build the Earth did Chance Materials chufe^ 
And thro' the Paru cementing Gluedifiuief 
Adjuft the Frontier of the Sea and Soil, 
' Balance and hang in Air the finilh'd Filer 
' Te tow'ring HiUs, whole (iiowj Peaks arife 
Above the Gouds, and winter in the Skies; 
' Ye Rocks, whichon the Shores your Heads advaic^ 

• Are you the Labour and the Care of Chance ? 

• To draw up Stones of fuch prodigious Weight* 

• And raiie th' amazing Heaps toXach a height, 

• What hugeMachine, whatfbrceful Inftrument 
Did your blind Builder of the World invent : 

• Could it diftioguiOi, could it walliround 

. The damp and dark Apartmentt xmder Groundf 

• With rocky Arches vault the hollow Caves, 
vAjid form the Tracks ot Subterranean Waves? 
' Extend the diffrent Mineral Vans, and ijpread 

• Jor rich Metallic Oars the^coial Bed? 

What could prq)are the Gulphs to entertain 

• Between their Shores the interpofing Main t 

' Dif-join the Land, the various Realms divide. 
And Ipr cad with fcatter^d Ides th' extended Tide } 
iRegard th' nnnumber'd Wonders of the Deep, 

• W here confluentStreams, their Race compleated, Qaf» 
' Did Chance the Compafs take, and in the Dark 

• 'JThe wide Dimcniions of the Ocean mark ? 

• ^iien dig the ample Cave, and Ikctch the Shored 

• tW hoCe winding Arms confine the liquid Stores, 

- WMch gufliing from the Mountain to the Maii^ 
' :jrhro\v£idantyalIiesdr%w their humidXraini 



ni 



Bbdk^: C RE ATI 01^. 8^5 

Did it deiign the deep^Abyfs^ and fpread' 
The ancient Waters on their Central Bed ? 
To the wild Flood did So?ereign Fortune (ay. 
Thus far advance* and here thj Billows (by : 
Be this thy Barrier, thi* enclofing Sasd 
Thou (halt not pais, not overflow theXand i 
And do the Waves revere hct high Command ? 



} 
1 
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Did Chy tnick Chance the Furnaces prepare, 
Raife all the Labour^Houfts of the Air, 
And lay crude Vapours in Digeftion there ? 
Where Nature is employ^ with wondrous SkiH 
Todraw her Spirits, and her Drops diftil: 
Meteors for various Purpoics to torin. 
The Breeze to cheer, to terrific the Storm, 
Did (he extend the glootny Clouds on high. 
Where all th' amazing Fireworks of the Siiy, 
In uncoinco^ed Seeds fertnenting^lie, . 
.Till the imprifon'd Flames areripe tor Birtfv» • 
' And ruddy Bolts exploded wound the Earth . 
What ready Hand applies the kindled Match, 
• Which Evening Tf aios of undious Vapours catch \ 
Whence (hoots with lambent Flint the falling Star; 
And Flames unhurtful hovering dance iu Air ? 
' What curious Loom does Chance by Eveningfprcad ? 
'With what fine Shuttle weave the Virgia*sThread, 
•Which>like the Spider's Net, hangs cTer the grafTy Mead 
«Let us the Moulds to faihlon Meteors know, 
'How thefe produce the Hail, and thofe the Snow ^ 
•What gave the Exhalations Wings to rife^ 
.To leave their Center, and poflefs the Skies. . 

Let US no longer mifltve Weapons throw^ . , 
But cloie the Fight, and grapple with the Foe : 
Submit to Reafon's (bideft Teft their Scheme, 
And by Mechanic Laws purfiie the hvddkd Fsaaic# . 

Fj Sec, 
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See,how th' ambitious Archite£bsdefign 
To xicx the World without the Pow'r Divioe. 
As Principlss the great Contrivers place 
Unbounded Matter, in unbounded Space, 
Matter was firft, in Parts Minute, endu'd 
With various Figures^ various Magnitude. 
Some moving in the ^acious Infinite, 
Defcribe a Line Oblique, and fbme a Right. 
For did not fomefrom a ftrait Courfe ddle6:» 
They could not meet, they could no World creSr. 
WbiJe unfiitigu*d from cndlcfs ^espafl. 
They rang'd the dark interminable Wafte, 
Oft claihing and rcncountring in their flight* 
Some Atomes leap aflde, and lome upright. 
They various Ways recoil, and fwiMy flow 
By mutual Repercuflions to and fro. 
Till (hufflcd and entangled in thefr Race, 
They clafp each other With a clofe Enibrace. 
Combin'd by Concourfe, mingled and compre(l, 
They grow in Bulk, and complicated reft. 
Hence did the World, and all its Parts arife. 
Hence the bright Sun and Stars, and hrnce the Skies,. 
Hence fprung the Air, the Ocean, and the Earth, 
And hence all Nature had its cafual Birth. 

Jf you demand what W ifc Dircding Mind 
' The wondrous Platform of the World defign*d 5 
Did range, divide, and in their Order Place 
The crude Materials of the untafhion^d Mais > 
' Did move, dire£b, and all the Parts controul* 
With perfedl Skill to fcrve the beauteous Whoici 
Fortune to this high Honour they advance, 
And no Surveyor want, no Guide, butChanct, 



riifrr«//4» Mafters, now. to make it plain 
In buiJding Workis how raw you vcp, and vain : 
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jiint tiiat before this mighty Frame wasrccr'd; 

^ore Confiifion fled^ and Light appear'd s 

n the dark Void and empty Realms oi Night, 

four reftiefs Atbmesdid purfiiethcir Flight i - 

I nd i n their ad renfe Patbs^ and wild Career 

iy Chance rencounter, and by Chance cohere^ 

rhusClafptin (Iri^Rmbraces they produce. 

Jnnumber'd cafual Forms for different u&m 

Tou, who to clearer Reafbn mskc Pretence, 

H Wit refined, and eminent in Senie, 

«etus« ye Sons ot EpicutHs^ know 

'b^^Spring, whence ail thefe various Motion! floWi- 

/hat VigourpttflnPriiMxval Atooa^fOQ I 

iTask a foreign iQipulftfivr thiir.owi^f J 

: 'twas a foreign delegated F«!!riEr« 

iFhich mov'd thdfe MfMi aod cbntroiiTd ihmi Courier . / 

ilerting this, you joop ewa Sche reo dftftroy, ' 

nd Pow*r Divine, to fwvk the Wofld; employ. 

: from a moving Principle within 

our a6^ive Atomel^thsii Flight begiis 

hatSpring, thatmoTtagPl'£Qcipleeiptei» 

nd in the Schools unnvaii'd yvu ffitfll mga> , 

declare its Nature, andtfligohaNkise? . 

or Motion, and its Cauic, are poC the &me. 

We know yon'U tell us 'tis tmfniUf va Weight, . 
lobility, otFow^ to move Innate I 
rofound Solution! worthy of your 3choots« . 
^here in its boafted Freedom Rdaibrxrules ; 
it thus you mock Mankind, and Language ule> , 
ot to inform the Mind, but toamiikl 
f Motionwe the Principle demand^ 
ou lay 'tis Pow'r to move, and there you ftandl )^ 
It is it to explain to change the Hamo ? 
not the doubt in different Woidathe fsune I -. 

.:.• ■ ..:f-4^ - . '5*- 
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Do foa revealtiie Spring of Motion more^ 

By wiielycalfing thata mo?ingPowVv 

Vkich-hf had tcrm'd a Principle before: 

The ]roungeft Head now vei^ ia Rea^^'osog knows* 

That Motion mud a Pow'r to move fiippo&r 

Which while in Tsda you labour to uainkJ* 

You clearly tell tts» that LM^rt/liuM hold 

An aAive Spring, a Principle approiv» 

DiftinA from K&tter» which muft Matter move* 

Hatter, asfuch, abftradedintheMind* 

We from a Po w*r to moredivefted find» 

Not moieto^ Motion, than tp Reft indin'd. 

The Pow'r> which Motion does to Matter give. 

We therefore muft dttind fr«ai both concei re, 

A Pow*r to Nature gtT*n by Nature^ Lotd, 

When firft he fpoke the high creating Woi4r 

When for his World Materials heprqwr'd^ 

And on each fart this Energy cooiierr'd.. 

Ye vain Philofophers> preiuaiptaoasRace^ 
' Who would the Great Eternal Mind difplace^ 
' Take from the World its Maker, and advance 
' To his high Throne your Thoughtkis Idol Chance t 
Let us th' Enquiry by juft Steps purfiici 
With Motion we your Atomes wiU endue. 
YVe ask, when in the fpacious Void they ftray, 
VV by will they beat one Track, and mo?e one V Va) 
Still the fame flight why do their Parties take ? 
y Vhy this, or that VVaymoDsgreflimi make /. 

What will to this our Atomifts reply \ 
They anfwer. By an Innate Gravity 
The pondrous Bodies ftill are downward boro». 
And never upwards of themielves return : 
Acute and lolid Anfwer ! See a flight, 
y^&a^l of fineft VVit^.and ^kareft Sight ! 
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DdW thefewUe Mechanic MaftersknoW|(- . 
That no Man can conceive or high or low». 
Nor find Difti&Aion of fuperior Place, 
Or of Inferior, in the empty Space 
Ubdrcttxnfcrib'd, and ignorant ot Bound, 
Aild where no Mid'^ no'Center cait be ficnrnd / 

P^hap$» TOUT Matter's Dodtine to fafhhi, 
And Matter's downward Motion to exphin, ' 
Yon with his&mous ^slUcFnead ailerr,^ 
Th:it is fuperior, whenceyour Atdmes ftart» 
Aadthat Infieriar in theemprj Space, 
To Which they ali direa their rapid Race.. 

NbwIetu$recoIled» andwhatyoufi)" ' 
Atlacge^ inonecontradedViewrunrey* 
YoirlayyourAtonftesnioYc; weaskyoB^ Whjf'7 
BMLufe it is thek Ntture, you reply : 
But finccthat Native Pow^r younercr flicw,- 
T6u only &y they move,- becoufe they do f . 
But let your Atomes osove, wc bid you iay 
Why they move iJiis, and not a diff rent Way I 
Tbu tellttsr^tisfrominbrcdGravity; 
That is, you tell us, 'tis you know not whj.- \ 
Till what is GraKtt]F'yoQ let us know, " 

Byienielefs VVordshowcan wcwiicrgroW ?' • 

We give you this lngenitc»- moving Force, . 

That makes them always downward take their Couri^ x.v 

VVV then demand^which Place lBfcri(»» is - - 

VVltbhitherpaciousuQconfin'dAby&? ■* 

Yok&y 'tis that, to which the Atomes>bend« ■ ^^ 

■fhcirfwiftCatcer.-trrftiUtheimuftdfefceodi ; f ^ 

Ttat is, they dowawird move, becauli they^ol^rnwwnd ? "^ 
tcndr.:^ -i^ 

F J* f : • l^- 
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liCtus^ Lucfitimsj now our Task purfue, 
Andof your Scheme remaJDing Wonders view* 
Say, if your Atomes of ImmortaTRace 
Are equal, and conunenfurate to Space: 
If fo, the boundlefs vaft Immenfity 
Whilethus poiTcft would full of Matter be : 
For in the Vacant/as your Schoo^sapprove) 
Should Finite Matter be fuppos'd to mo?e. 
Not knowing how to flops or whereto (!ay« 
It unobftruded mufk purfue its way, 
Beloilin Void Immenfe, anddiiUpated ftray. 
The fcattcring Bodies never woukl combine. 
Nor tocompofe a World by Concourfejoin. 
But if all Space is fuU»it allpof&fl, T 

Which Soppofition you enibrace as beft* r 

Then crowded Matter would for ever reii«. ^' 

Nature no Change of Place had ever feen , 
Where all is full no Motion can .begin. 
For if it (hould, you'll be compdVd to lay. 
Body does Body pierce to force its way > 
Or unconfin'd Immenfity retreats^ 
To give your Atomes Rjoom to changetheir Seats» 
And here with us Lncrefius does agree. 
That if fbme Place from Matter be not free. 
In Plenitude no Motion could commence* 
All would be ibgnant in the vad Immen^. 



If icbefaid, fmall Parts of empty Space : 
Are inter fpers'd thro' all the Spreading Mafs, 
By- which ibme Bodies give to others place: 
Then Matter you mud grant, would Finite be 
And ftrttch unequal to Immenfity ; 
And then, as EpitHruj judges right, 
It would forever take an ufelefs Flight, 
Loftjin Expaniion void andinfiaite^ 



} 
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Be this, OGree£e, thycvcrlafiingShamcu 
Tiutthoughtle&£/>ifMrMi.rais'daNams« . 
Vfho built by ajtleli Chance this mighty Frame. 
Couidone whofc Wi: fuch narrow Limits bouod^ ^. 
Nature, thy Depths unfathomable found ?. 
Of his iagacious Thoughts to give a Part* 
2>oes QOt this wife Philoiophci ailex t . 
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BeiSdes, allowing thro* th' extended Whole 
Small fcatter'd Spaces not of Body full. 
Then Matter, you I^fra/i^tf/nauft agree. 
Has not Exigence froni Nqcal&ty. 
Fjor if its Bdng neceflary were, . . 

Why are fome Parts of Space from Matter cleai^ 
y Vhy does it here ExiO:, and why notthere ? 

Zucretians, now which fide you pleafc, embrace j 
If in your Void you Finite Subftance plasc» 
'TisdifTipated thro'th'linmenie Aby& 
And you to form the World Materials miis. . 
TTou'li not the Progrefs of your Atomes (Uy, 
l^or to coWtGt the Vagrants End a way. 
Thus too your Matter's Scheme will be deftroy'c^ . 
Who wholly to polTefs the Boundlcis Vmd, , 
Ko lefs than Matter J nfialte employed. 
If you in Honour to your Foundet^s Skill, . 

The Boundleis Void with BoundlefsSubftancefill, , 
Then tell us, how you can your Bodies roU 
Thro' Space, of Matter fo com peatly full f 
The Force this fmgle Reafbn does exert, 
'Will the Foundaiionsof your Scheme Tub vert: 
Nor were it needful to purfue the Blow, 
Or form a frefh Attack, iinlefs to fliow 
Ho^ flight your Works in eVVy Quarter are, . 
How ill your huctdled Sentiments cohere. 
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Theradiant Sun'sestiDgaift'devery Night» 
Andcv'ryMOTi, rekindled, darts hit Light r 
That the vaft Orb, which caAs£b4irhiaBeanis# 
rifiich».oriiotmuchb^gBr> thanheieems^?- 
ThattheDixneniioiuot hii glorious Face^- 
Tw> Geometric Feet do f cffceicBiptfi r - 
Does he not makethe fickle.Winds convef - 
The Sim revolv.iog^thro* hisccook^ way ? 

But£dcehis SchlxiIhug^n'dfuchfpfeaduigFkin 
And modern Wits his Maller*SkiBprochkp % 
JLpt usfetfiuthercarrj tUs DeAttte, 
Andy as you «sk) coirfef <on Matter Weight - 
To make it more within the vaft Al^fs, 
Aotdownwaidtoo^ ev'n where noDowoward is* 
li this be true, a^youlMre/MA/iaj, ~ 
Thikt Atomes wing^with equal Spc;ed[d«eir way* 
Then how could this» that Atoac ovettake ? 
Howcoukhheydafli. andhowCbUifiOosmalqp? : 
Ifana UneOUique youi Bodiesrovc, . 
OrinaPerpeodiciiiarthcymoTe> . 
If fomeadrance not (lower iniheir Rsce,' 
A^dfome moTj^iWift fliould not purfixe the Chaic^^ 
How couldthey be entangled, how embrace/ . 
1^ Demondratioq, 'tiss Meridxad Light, 
ThofeBodies ne^er could juftle, .nei'^r coufd£ghr» 
Nor by thck mutualShocksbe ruffled in their flight* 

SiftceMatter of ^ greater Mrkgm'ttldd'i 
Ws^ be with greater.Gravity endu'd, 
Then the MiflatcftPstrts-mttftftill proceed « 
With Lefs/ the Greater with the Greater Specd,^^.' 
HtoceyourfirftBodiesy which^thefmalleftater , 
Oi^ wbichthe fwifctft "Motionyou confer^ 
Mu^beconteoted with theiloweft Pace, 
Attd 7iekUQ>bU€rdoC moxrBttU^thcRacvw. 
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Howwond'rouslittlemuftthofcAtomesbet . 
'Which you endow with fuch Velocity ; - 
Miiiute beyond Cooceptiei^ when we find ' • 
Bodies fb fmall, where many are comhin'd ^ 
Hovr many various Figures muft we take^ 
What numerous Complication ufe, to make 
Some compound Things, fo fmall of Magnitude^:. 
Thatall our Scnfes they with £aie elude/ 

* LightESchalations, thatirom Eanh arifc- 

* Attradled by the 8un-Beams thro' the Skies^ 

* Which the myderious Seeds of Thu jder bear#'. ■ 

* Of Wlndsr and all the Meteors o\ the Air» 

* Tho' they around us tike their conftant Flight - 
* Tbeir little Size efcapes the fharpeft Sight. 

^ The fragrant Vapours breath'd from rich Perfume%u 
T«KnIo^4»Spicetj and^M^iVMiGumst ■ 
^Tho' many Tears-they flow* wj)licarceabat9./ 

^ The Odoriferous Body's Bulk or W«igfat^ 

Tho'AntimoaialCQ^prepar'dwithi^Fe • 
Tbeir Force to Wine ^hio' Ages (houki impart ; 
IWs Diflipation* this profufe Ezpence, 
Nor (brinks theitSize, nor waftestheir Stores imiaeBfi^^ . 
Tlie Powder which ^leftrudive Guns explode^ • 
Afldby its Force tbeir hoUow Womybs unload* , 
When rarify'4 nH Space poficfles more . 
Somehundredtimesf than what it fill'dbefore«. 
The Seeds of Fem» whioh by prctlific Heat* .. 
Qieer'd and unfolded from a Plant ^ great» ;. 
Aie lefs a thou&nd-timesr than what the £y6. - ■ 1 
Can unaflifted by the Tube dercry% ^ 
By Glaflff^ aided w« in Liquor ie» ^ 
Some li?ing Thiog»Minutt to that degree v- > 
Thata prodigious Numbeunuft Unite, . . , 

T^jpaiiftthcImaUcaObjea Qt ihcS'ighL -^ 
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HowIittleBoffie&muIl: the Light coropoundy : 

W hich by your Maftcr is. Corporeal own'd? - 
SincethevaftDdogeoi Refulgent Rays,. ' f 

WhichinaDaythftSunathouiandwayst - -r - 

Thro' his wide Empire lavifhly conveys; • Jt,\ \ 

Were they collededin one folid Mafs, 
Might not in Weight a fingle Drachm furpa{s«- 

' At lead thofe Atomes wondrous fmall muA be» . 

Small to an unconceivable Degree^ > 

Since tho'theie radiant Spoils dUperfl: in Air . ^ 

Do ne'er returi^ and De*cr this Sun repair* - 

Yet the bright Orb* whence ftiU new Torrentfr^ow^ , 

Does no apparent Lofs* to Diminotio^ know. 

Now curious Wits» who Nature's Workinfpe^t . 

With Rapture with Aftonilhmeptreflc^ 

On the fmall dze ot AHrtnes* ^bick unico , 

To make the fiii>me{tParticlfl9f Light. 

Then how Minute FrimsevAlAfPinesiire, ; 

From this Account Lucretians may infer : 

Yet they on thefe, withoutregardte Rights. 

Confer tbe Honour of the quickelt Flight. 

Within the Void with what a fwift Career . 
Your rapid Matter moves will thus appear. * 

That all mixcBodies arein fpoedout*done 
By your firft Atomes, fou wi;h Eafc will own :. ; . 
For Compound Beings can noMotion have* 
But what their Hril ConAitnent Atomesgavt : 
Then your PrimxvalSubftances exceed 
The fwift-wing'd Wind, or fwittcr Light in fpccd* 
How foon the Sun-Beams at the^lorningfs Birth 
Leap down from Heav*n» and Itgfae upon tbe £arth? 
Prodigious Flight ! They in tew MomeKlCs poT^ 
The yaHEthcrial Interpoibg Spaee; 
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)uU JQU eAjoin a Rock fo hard a Task* 

vould more Years, than Light will Mibutesftsk. 

e A tome then. To you'll be torc'd to fay, 

ift Rocks and Hills and the whole Globe outweigh : 

ice it exceeds them by its fwiftcr flighty 

d fwifter Motion fprings from greater Wtlght. 
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[f Nature's Law your A tonaegd^'sefijoin 

I mov«diredlly tkiwaward in a Unc^ - 

Y^ how can any from that Path decline f S^ 

i'inclining Motionti?eii« which you Aippoi^ 

hence the fir ft Concourie of y ouf Atomes role %. . 

uft the great Maxim oi your Schools fufanrcrt» 

; hich ftill with one GonfiDfrato Voice aflert, 

hat Matter by Necci&ty dcicendsy 

iLinesdire^, yetpartObhqu^iytends^ 

od thus your Matter, by its Native Force, 

o ditf'renc Points would fleer a di£F'rent Conrle : 

etermin'dby the&me impulfive Weight 

love in a Line obliqtie, and in a ftraight. 

lib heal your Syfbm's deep and ghaftly Wound, 
/bcch this Objcdfon gives, Lucrefin^^found 
, method j who a Motion did invent . 
iot ft rait entirely, nor entirely beat : 
^hich tor ms a line to Crooked romewhatlike» . 
lanting almoft, and as it wetfe^ OhliquPj 
l/.ho does not now this wondrous Bard adoTfi ? 
lee Reafon's Conquering Light, and Wit's refiftlefsPo^r; 



If Atomes after their Eternal Dance, 
ato thisbeauteousFahrickkap'd by Chance^ 
f they combin'd by Cafual Concourie, iay^ 
0^jMt in a freeand unobftru^ed way, 
2id iaafull Career, your Atomes ftay ; 
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WBit Mcmndc, what Force, when nifliing from theUnght 
Of. Space Immenfe, coaMftoptfa^min their fiightT 
Why in their Road did they not forward pi(5#' 
But ftajt where now we find the lettled Mafs? ' 
Whjrdid they cca(e from moTtngin-defpight 
Of their own Natnrei and impdlhig Weight? ' 
Had the wiie Troops Sagacity to know* 
That there arri?'d , they ihould no hirther go ? 
That in this Poin^of aU the ipadous Void, 
Toforma World they wereto4)e employ'd f 
DidvheyinProipedof ib great a Good; ^ V> 

In this one Piaceof ail the l^uid Roadr* - i-< 

AUtheirencumbring Gravity unload? ' J/ 

Fktigu'd, and ipent with Labour i)ifiiiite»« 
Did they grow T«rpid, andunapt for flight f - 
Or in th' Embrace and downy Lap of Air 
£«U'd and enchanted*, did they iettle.therelL i 



Grant in this fingk Pl&ce by Chlkice theymctf '^ 
That there by Chance they did their Weight forget^ . 
It happened there they fbrmVi a mighty Mafs» . 
Where yet no Order, no Diftiodion was : 
Letthisbefb^jweask you to explain .. 
The wondrous Ppiy'r that did the Farts iliflaiiv 
For ftiU their Nature and-their Weight remain. 
Wliat from Defcent fbould pon'drou5.Mattcr fiay»^. . 
WJxen no mor^itj^u'drous Matter ftops its way ? - 

Can airy Columns prop the mighty BalU .. 
Its preffiire ballaocc» and prevent iu Fall f ..- 
An44&ef thisremainsamighty Task, « 
Which more than Human Skill and Pow'r will ask>.. 
The ftrongmyfterious.Cements to unfold, ^ 
yyhickAtQAiesAu&ly complicatedhoidL,. 






} 
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Bat let us leave the Heapio Air's Embrace, 
To refl oamov'd within the empty Space» 
Which know^no Height, or Depth, or middle Place: 
Tell, how you build the Chambers of the Skj, 
' Eitend the Spheres^ and hang the Orbs oixhigb, 
You (aj, when Matter firft began to fall. 
And iettle into this Terreftrial Ball, 
Prefs'd from the Earth thin Exhalations rofe. 
Vapours and Streams^ Materials to oompofe 
The fpaciwis Regions of the liquid Air, 
The Heav'ns, and all the Luminaries there. 
ThcfeVapoars/bon, miraculous Event! 
Shi^'d by Chance, and mix'd by Accident* 
Into fuch Ranks, and btauteous Order £ell> 
Am no Efied of WUdom can excel. 
licDce did the Planets huag in Ether ftrayi 
KcDcerofe the Stars, and hence the milky Way. 
Hence did the Sun along the Skies advance, 
The Source of Day, but fprung irom Night and Chancft 



But who can (how the Legends, that record 
More idle Tales, or Fables ib abiurd ? 
Does not your Scheme affront ev'n vulgar Senic, 
That Spheres of fuch a vaft Circumference, 
That all the Orbs, which in the Regions roll, 
Stretching from Eaft to Weft, from Pole to Pole, 
Should their Conftrudure, and their Beauty owe- 
To Vapours prefs'd from this poor Ball below ? 
From this fmall Heap could Exhalations rife 
Enough, and fit to fpread, and vault the Skieaf 
Luentius thus the Manner has difplay'd 
How Meteors, not how Heav'niy Globes are made*. 
But grant the Streams, which by ExpreiTion rofe. 
Did all the Spheres, and every Orb compofe j 
Since their Ingenita Gravity remains 
What Girdec binds, what Prop the FramaCu^^\tv^ \ 
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The Sun's bright Beams which you of Matter mtke* 
Ffboi Heav'n their downward flight {>er|>etual take:. 
Why docs not then his Body, which outweighs 
By infinite Degrees his golden Rays, 
By its own Force precipitated fall* 
And hide in Ruins this Terrellrial Ball 9 
Can Air, unable to fudain the Light, > 

Sdpport the Sun of fuch fuperior Weight, 
And all the pondrous Heav'nly Orbs fufpend 
Againftiheir Nature, which does downward tend / 
Tell, vrifcLucrefius, tcJl the fecreC Art, 
Which keeps the Heavens and Earth fo long» fo far tspuL ■ ' 

. : ": ■ '• 

Thus too the Air preft*d from thtrMai^ 7«vfiy* 
Between the Earthand Sktestxpandcdlay p . » 'a 

Not with Intention, that the f^it Light ; 

Thro' the thin Gulph nngb t take an et/ie ttigbt : 
Or thatwith nitrous Food it fhotrldiBfpire ', 

ThebrefethtngLungs,- and feed tboTital Firr. 
But maer Contingence did the Gulph extend* 
Regardlcfsof ConyeBience;U(et or£nd« ' 
Now, vaunting Poet, flx)ulditbeconfefs'd> 
Thatfrom the Earth the Air is thuscxprefsM: 
Since Things by heavier Things are upward throw B, 
Which tend with (bonger Gravitation down : 

Why are the Sun, and the fair Orbs of Light, r 

All which fo far exceed the Air in Weight, V 

HungfromthfCcnteratagreaterheight? j 

Whydonotthefe their Nature's Law obeyt. 1 

Ru(h from above, and near the Center flay, V 

And makcall lighter Bodiesgive them Way f J . 

Tell us, iMcntiHS, why they ne'er purfue 
This nat'raj Bent, and this undoubted Due. 
Since to the Earth you give the middle Plaqc> 
To which all heavy Thinga diredt their Racej 
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If nothing does obftrud)*. by certain Fate 
Things would in Order of their diflPrcnt weight 
Lye round the Earth, and make one mighty Heap, 

^ They would their Place, as diflFerent5/r/»/4, keep. 
Nor would the Air or interceding Sky 
Between the^iftant Orbs, and Worlds divided lye. ■ 
Ithtr and Air would claim the highcft Place, '% - 

The Stars and Planets would tbe Earth embrace* , V 

As now the Ocean floats upon its Face. J 

In rain you labour by mechanic Rules, 
In vain exhauft the PLeafon of your Schools 
ThefeQuefUoQstorefolye, and to explain 

' How fep'rate Worlds were made» aodijl^p'ntfi. fti]Ir4mMb 

• • • • 

Since to your uncotnpocuMled-AflonicByow 
Figures in Number infinite allow. 
From which, by varioas ComlnnBt]on> 'ijpTrngs 
This unconfin'd Divcrfity of Things 1 
Ar^not in this, De§gR and Conofel clear, 
Dtffs not the wiie Artificer appear, 

Wfto the corporeal-Particles cndtt*d - * 

With difiPrent Shape, ^nd di£Prent Magnitude, 

That from the Mixtvres all Thmgs might havcBirtb 

Inthe wide Sea, and Air, andHeav'n, andEarth^ 

To all thefe Figures of diitinguifli'd Kind, 

And di£F'rent Sizes, arc not Ends aflign'd ? 

Then own their Caufc did a6^ with wife Intent, 

Which did thofe Sizes iquare, and ^^*ry Shape invent. 

When Atoroes fird the World began to frame. 
Is it not ftrange that ev'ry Number came 
Of fuch a Figure, and ot iucha Siax, 
As ferv'd to found the Earth, and fpread the Skies ? 
Had they not met in fuch Proportion, were 
Their Form and Number not as now they ari^ 
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la a rude Mafi they had confa»*dly join 'd, 

Kotiiiafini(h'dWorld, liketbU, combiA'd, 

Did thefe adembled Subftances refle&» 

That here a bcauteousFrame they mud crc6^? - 

Did they a Gen'ral Council wilely call, 

To lay the Platform of each mighty Ball ? 

Tofettle prudent Rules, and Orders make. 

In reering Worlds^ what Methods tbey fliould take f 

To ev'ry Atome was his Task enjoin'd ? 

His Poft, and Fellow-labourers afTign'd? 

IXd tbey confent what Parts they^lhould'compore i 

That thefe (hould Etbtr make, and Water thofei 

That fome (hould be the Mooii» and Tome the Eardi». 

Thoiegi?etheSun, and thefe the Planet Birth f 

If all thele noble Worlds were undefign'dr 

And carr j'd on without a con(cious Mindf 

Oh happy Accident ? aD(i>fcious Chance I 

That in fuchOtder made the Work advance. 

At length to luch admti'd Perfe£^ion brought 

Thefinifh'dStrudure, as it had been wrought 

y^iih Art tran&endent and cooIummateThought I 

Since Vis an Outrage done to common Senle- 
To 6x a central Point in Space Imraenie» 
Why is a Middle to the Earth aiTign'd* 
To which your ponderous Bodies are incUnUl 

Be(idet, reflet how this Terrefirial Ma& 
Does the whole Sea a thoufand times furpafs^ 
Which in a Line, it drawn dire^ly down. 
More than a Mile in depth is rarely known. 
Now had by Chance more wat'ry Atomes came 
Than earthy tacompefi: this wond'rous Frame; 
Or had they both in equal Number met, 
Which^mightai wellhaverbeea» had Chance thought fi 
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ic watYy ( w€ no farther prcfi) 
ut an hundred times in Number lefsj 
lobe had lain, it notagen'ralFlood, 
: a Fen, a Mafi of Ouze and Mud ; 
o rich Fruity or rerdant Beauty bie(^, 
id unpeopled, or by Man, or fieaft. 



will our Orb's unequaTFace explain, 
iEficuKMs madejiU finooth and plain / 
lid thyUocks. O'Earth, thy Hills arife f 
lid thy Giant Sons invade the Slues? 
ius, dutithappen'dthus, replies. 

I? give us leave, great Poet, todemand» 
he capacious Hdlow in the Land 
:ftproduc*d, with Safe to entatain 
alTembled Waters of the Main. 
Earth was made, this Hollow for theSea 
>rm'd i but how ? It happen'dfb to bcj 
. time fell out, that ev'ry Wave 
>k the Earth, and fill'd the mighty Cave^ 

1 happen'Jd opportunely to be there, 

i now their Heads the rolling Billows reer. 
1 fell out, tlurt Stones did Rocks compo&i 
/ales fubfided, and that Hillsaroie. , 
:he Formation of the World you know ; 
Events &U oiit, and all things happened ib* 

iTalesnK>reftn(eIe(s, kidicrous and vain, 

jiter-fires old Nuries entertain r 

:his unfold how all Thingsfirft were made , 

3Ut Divine and Supernatural Aid ? 

enetration has£i«crf//i^ihown, 

ing Things proceed from Chance alone 

ar Efficient Caufci thac is> from none/ 
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The ARGUMENT. 

2A# JnirodaBion. A Defcriptm of tht CtUamitotu Smerf 

MMnkifutf by reafbn tf innumtrahU Was andSufirings t$ 

which thnart oinoxioHs. Difeafes (fthe Bodf. TrinhU 

jOfidQriif ff Mind. VkhneeindOpfreJJtm. TheVU^ 

tudi <f humsn jffiirs^ and the eertmn Vtofptd tf DiMtk. 

M'hefice if appears that it fiuts the State (fMankimit ni 

therefore^ defaabkt there JhoMbe ^Gcd. Arit^imis 

Mgainfi the Vatalifis^ who ajfert the Eternity of tht WM 

There mu^ be granted feme Self-exifient and Indepmtimt 

Being. The Corporeal World fannot be that Being. ^rmf*i 

from its Mutability y and the Variety cf Forms rtfagtmd 

^/appearing in thefrueral Tarts ef Nature, From the F^ 

bility cf-emceiving^ with out any eonfiquent ContmSOkii 

lefs or more FMrss v$ the World, than are aBualfy exSfett. 

Wrom tho FoffbiUty ifFlants and Animals havmm hat 

Mirent Shapes, and Limbs, from what they nem^m$lW• 

The pretmdodfytalChain of Things not fe^exifiont a»i 

independeuti iecaufeall its Links or Parts are defeudtat, 

,snd obnoxious to Corruption. Fate a Woxd without Smfi m 

Meaning. Two more Arguments againft iheFtermtyf 

the World, from the Contemplation afihe Light of the Stmt 

uad of Motion. Ariftotk V Siphtme tonpdefd mni t$ih 

fitted* 
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AH haplcfs Mortal Man ! ^ ngid Fate ! 
What Cares attend our ftort, uncertain Statef 
How wide a Front; bow deep and black aUcer, 

• What fad Varieties of Grief and Fcar» . 

• prawn in Array, exert their fatal Ragc^ 

' And gall obnoxious Life thro* ercry Stage, 
f From Infancy to Yoath* from Youth to Age? 

• . Whocan compile a Uoll of all our Woes f 

' Our Friends are faithlefs, and fincere our Foes. 
' Now fliarp [nve^i?esfirom an envious Tongue, 
' Improve our .Errors, and our Virtues wroQg: 

• Th* Oppreiibr now with arbitrary Alight 

' Tramples on Law> and robs us of oiir Right. 

' Dangersunfeen on ev'ry Side invade, 

'And Snares o'er all th' unfaitUoKjroundarelatf. 

• Oft Wounds from foreignViolcnce we feel, 
•Kow from the Ruffian's, now the Warrior 'sStccI: 

• By Bruifes or by Labour we are pain'd ; 
' A Bone disjointed, or a Sinew (Irain'd . 

' KoW fefl'ring Sores afflid our tortur'd Limb«, 
- Now to theyielding Heart thcGangrcne climbs. 

Acute DiRemper sfierce our Veins aflail, 
' Rufli on with Fuqt, and by Storm prevail : 
Others ^th Thrift difpcnfe their Stores of Grief, 

• And by the Sap prolong the Siege of Life: 
•"While to the Grave we for Deliv'rance cry, 
-Aadlpromis'dftill, arefUUdeny'dtodie. 

Q 
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Set, Cholic, Gout and Stone, a cruel Train 
Oppos*d by all the healing Race in vain, 
Their various Racks and liagrng. Plagues aziploj, 
iUlieve each other, andbyTurn^anoof, 
And^ Tyrant like, torment, butnotdtfiroy. 
We noxious Infects in our Bowels feed, 
Engemier Deaths, and dark Deftruftioabreed* 
The Spken with fulien Vapours clouds the Brakij 
And binds the Spirits in its heavy Chain : 
Howe'er the Caufe Phantaftick tnay appear^ 
Th' Efifed^ is real, and the Pain fincere. 
Hydropic Wretches by degrees decay, 
(kowing the more> the more they wafte away i 
By their own Ruins they augmented lye. 
With Thirft and Heat amidft a Deluge fry. 
And while in Floods of Water thele expire. 
More fcorclytig perifli by the Fcaver's Fire. 
• . Srretch*d on'our downy, yet iineaiic Beds, 

• We change oiifPillows, and we raife our Heads : 

• From Side to Side for Reft in vain we turn, 

• With Cold we Ihiver, or with Heat we burn, 

• Of Night impatient we demand the Day, 

• The Day arrives, and for the Night we pray : 
' The Night and Day fucceflive come and gOj 

' Our laftinyg Pains no Interruption know. 

Since Man isborn to fo much Woe and Care, 
Muft ftill new Terrors dread, new Sorrow shear, 
,Does it not fuit the State of human Kind, 
There (hould prcfide a Good Almighty Mind? 
A Cauic Suprcam, that might all Nature (leer. 
Avert our Danger, and prevent our Fear ? 
Who, when implor'd, mighttimely Succour give. 
Solace ouf Anguifh, and our Wants relieve : 
Father of Comfort might our Souls fuftain, 
\Whcnprcft withGricf and mitigate our Paiii* 

•*Tii 
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Tis certain Somethingfrom all ^gespaft 

Without Beginning ms» and ftill willLaft. 

For if of .Timeone Period e'er had been 

When Nothing was, then Nothing could begiik 

That Things fhould to theniielves a Being give» 

Relu€bnt Reafbn nerer can conceive. 

If you affirm, £fle6i:s themfelves produce. 

You ihock the Mind, and G>ntradidion chilie>. 

For they, *cis clear, mud adl and movebeiore 

They were in Being, or had MotivcPow'r : 

As ad^ive Caufes, muft of Right at once x 

Exigence cl«na, and as ££(e<5^s, renounce. 
' Then fomething is, which noB^mmng bad^ 

A caufeleft Cau^, or nothing could be-made> 
- Which mupft by pure Neccflity cxift, j^ 

' And wh)oft Duration Nothing can reiifl. 

< Let tf s enquire, and fearcli by dueDegcees 
What, who this Sclf-cxiftent Being is. 

Should the material World's capacious Fiiaine 
TJncaus'd, and independent Being^claini, 
1 1 would thus form'd and ta(hion'd> aswo&e^ 
Derive Exiftcncc from Ncceflfity, 
And then to Ages unconfin!d muftlaft 
Without the Icaft Diver^ty or Waftc. 
Neceflity, vicw'd with attcniivc Thought* 
Docs plain TmpofTibility denote 
That Things ibouldnot Exift, which Adualar^ 
Or in another Shape, or different MoJesappear. 

But fee, 10 all corporeal NatuK*^ Scene, 
What Changes, what Diverfitics have been ? 
Matter not teng the fame Appearand makes, 
§utftilt»hcr^, and anew Figure tftkcf, 
'_ * G « ft 
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• If now (he lycs in Winter's rigid Arms 

> Difhonour'd, and difpoil'dof all her Char ms« 

' Soft vernal Airs will ioofe tK* unkind Embrace, 

* And genial Dews renew her withered Face. 

* Like fabled Nymphs transformed (he's now a Tree, 

' Now weeps intoa Flood, and dreaming feeks the Sea. 

* She'^nOwagaudyFIjT, before a Worm 

> fielow a Vapour, and above a Storm* 

* This Ouxe was latea Monfter of the Maio* . n - 
« That Turt a lowing Gra3xr of the Plain, v 
' A Lion this did o'er the Foreft reign . J- . 
' Regard that fair^ that branching Laurel Plants 

- Behold that lovely bkiihing Amarant r 

- One Willit^m* & broken Frame m ight have aflum'd, 

* And pne from brightMori/t'sPuft have bloom'd. 
Thefe (hifting Sceoies, thefe quick Rotations (how 1 
Things hrom Neccflity could never flow, I 

^utnQui3: to Mind andC/ioice|^rec^feusieingiK>we^ J i 

Let us luppofe that Nature evcF was, 

'Without Bc^^ing, and withoutaCaufe; 

As her firft Order, Difpolition, Frame 

Mud then fubfiil Unchangeably the iame ; 

So mufl our Mind pronounce, it would not be 

Within the reach of RoflibiJity, 

That e'er the World a Being could iiavc had 

Different from what it is, or could be made 

<Of moreorleis, or other Parts, thanthole 

Which the corporeal Univcric compofe* 

Now, Faulift, we ask, if thofefubvcrt 
' iReafon'seftablifli'd Maxims, whoailcrt 

That we the World's Exiiknce may conceive 

Tho* weoneAtomeoutof Nature leave: 
« Tho' ibmeonewand'ringOrb, or twinkling Star; 

^Vcreabfent from thcHeav'ns, wJikknow im tbcre ; 

Th»* 
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Tho'fomeoneKindof Plant, or Ply, or Worm, 
No Being had^ or had another Forna* 

And might not other Animals arifc 
Of difl*renc Figure, and of difTrcnt Siae? 
In the wide Wombof Poffibility 
Lye many Things, which ne'er may a^iwl be : 
And more Prod u6tions of a various Kind 
Will caule no Conci;adi6^ion in the Mind. 
'TIS pofTible the Thii^s in Nature found. 
Might diffVent Forrasand di£Prent Parts have own*d« 
The Boar might w«ar a Trunk, the Wolf a Ilora, 
The Peacock's Train the Bittern might adorn. 
Strong Tusk^ might in the,Hor(e*s Mouth have grov7Q# 
And Lions might have Spote, and Leopards hone. 
But it the World knows no Saperior Ctule» 
Obeys no Soveraign'sarbitrary Laws > 
If abiolute Nece^ity matatains 
0\ CauiesandEifeas the ^t{il Chains; 
What could one Motida ft!Dp> change cme Eycnt t 
It wouM tranfceod the vfi^c, the vdit £xtent» 
The utippft ftrctch of PolTMity, 
That Things, from what they are, (hould difagree* 

. • • • 

I f to elude this Reas'ning, you reply. 
Things what they are, arc by Ncocflity ; 
Which never elfc (o aptly could coofp'rc 
To ferve the whole* and Nature's End sacqufrei 
Toform the Beauty, Order, Harmon/, 
Which we thro* all the Works of Katurcfcc. 
Ready we this ^ (Tertion will allow. 
For what can moreexalted Wifdom fliow ? 
With Zeal wc thii N^ceffity defend 
Of Means dire6ted to their nfeful End i 
But 'tis nouhat, whichFataliftsiatendf .. 

Gj ' Nop 
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Nor that, which we oppoie in this Debate, 
AnuncontroardNeceffitjfof Fate, 
Which all Things blindly does, and muft produce* 
Unconfcious of their Goodnefiand their U(e» 
Which cannot Ends defign^aor MeaBKonvenient c 

If you perfift, and fondly will maintain. 
Of Caufes and Efife^s an endief s Train % 
That this fucceifive Series flill has been» 
Will never ceafe, and never did begin : 
That Thing* did always* as they do, proceed, 
And no firft Can Q^ no wiic Diredor need : 
Say, if no Links of allyour iitalChain 
Free from Corruption, and unchmg'd remain >. 
It of thewhoIexachEartinTimearoie^ 
And x» a Caufcits borrow'^ Being owes % 
How then the whole ean Independent bei 
How have a Being from l^ecdBty^ 
Is not the whole, ye learned Heads, the fame- 
With all the Parts, and di&rent but in Name ? 
Could e*er that w4)ole theleaft Pcrie^on (how. 
Which from the Parts, that form it, did not flow i 
Then, tell us, can it from its Partsderive, 
,What in themfel ves thofe Parts had not to give ? 

Farther to clear the Subjed in Debate, 
Inform us, what you underftand by Fate. 
Have you a juft Ideain the Mind 
Of this great Cauie of Things by you afiign'd? 
if youtheOrderand Dependence mean 
By which Effed^s upon their Cauibs lean, 
ThelongSuccefTionof th' efficient Train, 
And firm Coherence of th' extended Chain $ 
Than Fate is nothing, but a Mode of Things, 
y^hich from continu'd Revolution fprings i 
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re Relation, and a meer Refpe^l 

recn the Caaie c&c€tive and th' £fFe<St. 

aufesand ££Feds tfaemfelves are that, 

ch your clear-£ghted Schools ktend by Fate > 

I Fate by no Idea can be known, 
one thing only, as a Heap is One; 
no diflingui(h'd Being by it mean, 

1! the Effc6ks and Caufes, that have been. 

.uaiTert, that each efficient Caufe 

adl by fix'd inevitable Laws : 

>u afHrm this N^cefTary State, 

:e]l us«his Neseffity is Fate; 

3 V7ill you blefs the World with Ligfatto ice 

Ipring and Sotirceof thiaNeceflky ? 

what did fodifpofe, fb Things orckin 

rm the Linksof all the cafual Chain i 

Nature by inevitable Force 

d ruhoBe Ring, and keep one fteady Ceurie f. 

Things muft needs in one fet Order flovr, 

II Events muft bat^pon, as they do ? 
ou no Proof of your Aflcrtion find ? 
ice no Rea(6n to convince the Mind, 
Nature this determine Way muft go f 

1 Things thus, becaufethey muft be fo ? 

rant with Ealc the^e is Neccffity, 

ource ot Things (hould Self exiftentba ; . 

en he's not a necellaTy Caufe,. 

ely ads by arbitrary Laws. 

fc to Beings motive Energy, 

Sbive Things to pa(&ve did apply; 

b wife Order all Things did dii{x>ic« 

\( Event&N^ceflity arole : 

>ut his Aid, fay, how you will maintain t 

atal Link of , Caufes i hence 'tis plain 

the Word Fate you thu&afiFcd to afi:;*. . . 

>in a (enklcfs Term th* unwary to amufe* 

G 4. You^* 
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You, who aflert the World did ne'er coramena 
Prepare againft this Reas'iiiflgjour Deience. . 
IF fblar Beams, which thro' th'£xpin(ioiuiar^ 
Corporeal are as learned Schools ai&rt» . 
Since fiill they flow, and no Supply repaya 
The lavifli Sun his difftpated Rays, 
^i^rant, that his i adiant Orb did ne'er begin» 
And that his Motions have Eternal been» 
Then by eternal, infinite Expence, 
By unrecruited \^ afte, and Spoils immenfe^ 
By certain Fate to flow Drftru&ion dooin'd» 
His glorious Stock long iince had been coolbaiV] • 
0f Light uothrtfty» andprofufierf Day* 
The ruia'd Globe had fpent bitlateft Ray^ 
Difperft in Beams eternally difpky'd. 
Had loft ia£/i&ifrpam'd, andloofein Atomesftra; 

Grant, tbataGrainof Matter would outweigh 
The Light, theSandifpencei^inaDay, 
Thro' all the St^gesof hisheav'nly Wayi 
That in a Year theGolden Torrents fent 
From the bright Source, its Lofles fcarce augmen 
Yet without End \i you the Wafte repeat^ 
Th* eternal Lofs grows infinitely great* 
Then Ihould the Sun of finite Bulk iiiftain 
Inev'ry Age, the Lofs but of a Grain» 
If wefuppofe thcfe Ages^to^nite, 
Could there remain one Particle of Light ? 

Reflet, that Motion muftabate its Force, 
As moreor lefsobftrii^ed in its Courie : 
That all the heav'nly Orbs, while turning round. 
Have fbme Refiflaoceh-om the Medium found ; 
Be that Reiiftance ne'er ib faint and weak. 
If 'tis Eternal, 'twill all Motion break. 
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If in each Age you grant the IciftDccrcafe, 

By infinite SuccefTion it muft teafe. 

Hence, if the Orbs have (liU redded been 

By Air, or Light, or Ethtrnt^tv Co thin j 

Ldng iince their Motion mud have been (uppreO:, 

The Stars had ftood, theSon had lain at reft. 

So vain, fix wild a Scheme you Fatalillt have drefs*d« 

* ■ 

Ltft us the wife Pofitions now for vey 
Of ^r//?0^/e*s School, who's pleasM to iay 
Nothing can move it fclf, no inward Pow'r r 
To any Being Mo^on can procure* 
Whate'er is mov'd, itsMotion muft derive 
From fomething elfe> which muflan ImpuUe giv:e» '. 
And yet no Being Mot ion^oukl begin, 
Elfe Motion might not have Eternal been. . 
That Matter^evcrdidbegin to move, "^ 

But in th* Immenfc from endlefs Ages ftroVe, - > 

The Stagyrite thus undertakes to prove: . J^. 

He fays, of Motion Time the Meafure is i ; 

Then that's Eternal toor as wellas this. 

Motion thro' Ages without Limits Ho W89 _ 

Since Time, its Meafure, no Beginning knowci» ■-. 

This feeble Bafe upholds our Author '» Hopes« . 

And aU his mighty Superfbu^ure props* 

On this he all his tow'ring Fabrick rceris, 

Sei^uelonSequel'heaps, to reach the Spheres^ ; 

Bun if this Definition you deny 

Of Time, on which his Building doesrely, . 

Ydubring'his lofty Babtl from the Sky. . 

A thoufand fine Deductions you confound i 

Scatter his wafte PMlofophy aropnd. 

Arid level all his atrudofcwilhthdGroand«> '.. 



} 
} 



We then this Deflakkwi thtliB defeat f 
TimeisnoMcaltifeFUciKanMidciODffiete. . 
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For Men of reu'AuigFaculries will fee 
That Time can nothing but Duration be - 
Of Beings^ and Deration can fuggeft 
Nothing, orof their Motion, or their Reft Y* 
Only prolong'd Exigence it implies. 
Whether the Thing is mov*d, or quiet lie». 
Tins fingk Bbw will allthe Pilefub?ert» 
So prouSy rais'd» but witKfo little Art. 

But fince the Amhor has fuchPame ac^ir'd, 
/nd as a God of Science been admir'd i 
A ffarider View we'll of his Syftem take. 
And of thePartsa (hort Examtn make. 
Letus ofafarve* what Light his Schemeafifbrds^ 
His undigefted Heapof doubtful Words. 
Great Scagyrite; thek>ft Enquirer ihow 
The Spring, whence Motion did for ever flow. 
Si&ce nothingjot it ielf e'er moves or drives, 
Tell what begins, what the firft I mpulfe gives. 



ir»- 



' Hear how the Man* whoallinFamefurmouotsy. 

For Motion's Spring and Principle accounts. 

To his Supreme, unmov'd, unaAiveGod 

He the firft Sphere appoints, ableft Abode: 

W ho fits fupinely on his Azure Throne, 

In Contemplation ot himTclf alone i 

Is wholly mindkfsof the World, and void : 

Of Providential Care, and uneroploy'd. 

To all the Sphereslnferior are afTign'd 

Gods Subaltern, and of Inferior kind. . 

On thefe he Self-Bziftencedoes confer, 
Who> asthe God Supreme, Eternalare. 
With Admirationmov'd, and ardent Love* 
They all their Spheres around in Order move. 
And from thefe Heav'iJy Revolutions flow 
All Motions* which are found in things below. 

11 
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If jou demand by. what Inspuliive Force 
TheUnder-Gods begin their circling Courie: 
He fays, as Things deiirable excite 
Defire^ and Qbje^s move the Appetite i 
So his firft God, by kindling ardent Love, . 
Does all the God s in Seats I nfer ior move ; 
Thus mov'd they move around their mighty Spheres^ 
With their Refulgent Equipage of Stars. 
FcomSphere to Sphere communicate the Dance, ^ 
- W hence all in Hcav'nly Harmony advance. 
And from this Motion propagated rife 
All Motions in the Earthy and Air> and Skies. 

And thus by learned Arijloth*^ Mind 
All Things were formed, yet nothing wasdefign'd^ 
Heowns no Choice, no Arbitrary Willr 
No Artifl's Hand, and no exerted Skill. . 
All Motion flows from NcccfTary Fate, 
Which nothing does redft, or can abate. 
Things (ink and rife, a Being lofc or gain 
InacoKfc€n^ uodifToIving Chain 
Ot Caufcsand Effei^s, which Nature's Cdurfefuftain. 
Th* Unmovable Supream the reft docs move. 
As proper Objedis raifcDefire and Love. 
They mov'd without their Choice, without Confcnt, 
Move all their Spheresaround vvithoutintent. 
Whate'er he calls his moving Caufe, to chule ' 
Hegive^thatCaufenoPow'r, ortorefu(e. 
And thus from Fate all arthil Ord?r fprings, 
Thisreer'd the World, this is theRife of Things. 



} 



Now give «s leave to^k, great $tagytit0. 
How thefirft God th' Inferior doesexcice. 
%)i hisown Subftance does he Parts convey,^ 
Whoie Motive Force the Under^Gods obey ; 
If &j he maj be ehang'd, he may decay. 



} 
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But if byiledfaft Gazing they arc taort. 

And Admiration of the Objcaio v'd : 

If thofe below their Motive Force acquire 

From the (Irooglmpulfeoi: Divine DeHre; 

Tell us, what Good jour God Supreme can grant,^ 

Which thoie beneath, to make them happy j wantw. 

If Admiration of the God Supream*^ 

And Heav'nly Raptures (houid their Breads inflame. 

Is thai of Motion a reiidleisCauie, 

Ot Motion conftant to eternal Laws ? 

Might not each Second God unadive lye 

On his Blue Sphere, and fix his ravifh'd Eye 

On the Supream Unmoveables and ne*er 

Be tcMTc'd to roll around his iolid Sphere ? 

Say, how'could Wonder drive them from their Place? > 

How in a Circle make them run their Race ? r 

How keep them fteadj in one certain Fto f ^ 

He thisaFundamental'Maxlmlays, 
That Nature wifely afts in all her Ways : 
That (he purfues the Things, which moft conduce - 
To Order, Beauty, Decency and Ufc. 
Who can to Reafbn this Affront eadure ? 
Should it Derifion caUfe, or Anger more^ 
To hear a deep Philojtbphcraflcrc 
That Nature, tiot endu'd with Skill or Art/ 
Ot Liberty, of Choice, of Rca&nvoid, 
Still wifely a6ts, whcre-everlhe'scmploy'd? 
Can Adiions be denominated wife. 
Which from a Brute Neceflity arife, 
Wh'ch the Blind Agent never did intend. 
The Means unchofeny and unknown the Endf 

On this be laid the Strefs of this Debate^ 
What wifely adl| can never %St by Fate. 



}; 
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The Means and^End mud firil be underftood; • 

The Means, as proper, and the End, asgood*^ 
The A6b muft be exerted with intent 
By ufing Means. to gain the wifli'd Event. . ^ 
fiut can a fcnfelefs and unconfcioai Cauie . . • 
hy foreign Impulie mov'd, and fatal Lawsp^ 
This Thing as good, and that as fit rcipe6^, 
Deflgn the End, and then the Means de^ r • 
Nature you grs^nt can no Event intend. 
Yet t-hat ihe adis with Prudence you pretend. 
So Nature wikly a^s, yet a^s without an Etidr 

Yet while thfs Prince of Science does declare 
That Means and Ends were never Nature^s Care» ' 

That Things, which ieem with periedl Art cof>(riy'^ , 
By the refiftlefs Force of Face arriv'cH 
This caatioas Mader to iecurehis Fame, 
And (cape the AtheiA's ignominious Name, 
Did to his God's of all Degrees allow . 
Counfcl, Delign, andPow'riochuieandknovrv... 
Yet fince he's pleas'd'io plainly to aflert / .. 

His Gods ix> A6lof Rcas'niag Pow'r exerr. 
No mark ot Choice, OF Arbitrary WilJ, .. i ' 

Einploy'd no Prudence, ftndexprefs'dnoSkili > 
In making, ordireftingNaturc^^Framei 
Whrch from his Fate inevitable came j 
Theie Gods mud:, as to us, be-Brute, and Biind, 
And as unufeful, a&if v<Md of Mind. 
Adiiiig without Intent, or Care, orAimr 
Can they our Prayer regard, or Praifes claim ? ^ 
Of all the Irreligious in Debate, ' 

This (hameful Error is the ConMnoo E^tes • 
That tho'tbcy cannot but dilHttdJjr lee • 1^ 

In Nature's Works, and wiioleOEcadoiny. V 

Deflgn and JudgQcati&abighdqsre^ 3 

■ • " "^" " This 



Grant that their Admiration and thdr Loire - 
or the firft God, may all th' Inferior move $ . 
Grant too, tho'oo'Necel&ty appears. 
That with their Rapture mov'd, they movetheir S 
Theie Queftionsktthc Stagy riterefolve. 
Why they at all f why in this Way revolve ? . 
Declare by what Neceflity coatsourd 
In one determtn*d Manner they are roll'd t 
Why is their fwift Relation Weft and Eaft, 
Rather than North and South, erEaft and Wcft.^ • 
Why do not all th' Inferior Spheresobey . 
The higheft Sphere's inevitable Sway 2 
Tell us, if allCeleftial Motions rile 
From Revolutions of the Starry Skie<» 
Whence of the Orbs the various Motions come? 
Why fbnae the gen*ral Readpurfue^ andfbme 
InEthtr ftray, and difi>bedieat roam? . 
If yours the Source of Motion is, declare - 
Why thisisfix'd, andthatawandVingStar^ * 
Tell by what Fate, by what re&ftleis Force . 
This Orb has one, and that another Courfe? . 
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What Charms in thole enchanted Circles dwell; . 

That with controulmg Pow'r the Sun repel t 

The Stagyritc to this no Anfwer makes; 

Gf the va(f Globefo little Thought he takes. 

That he to fol vc thefe Qgcftjoo s never ftri?c5,' 

NoCaufe, or of its Place, or Motion gives. • 

But farther jtt, applauded Creeky fiipppfe^- 
Gsdeftial Motions firom your Sprhsg arofe ; ~ 
That Motion down toaU the Worlds below 
From the firft Spheremay prq^agated flow; 
Since you of Things to (hew t h' efficient Source^ . 
Have always to Nece(fity recourfe ; 
Rrom what N eceffity do Spheres proceed 
With fuch a meafuc'd, fuch a certain Speed f' 
We fiiin would this myfterious Caufe cxplorc> . 
Why Motion was not either lefs^op more 5 . 
Bhit in this due Proportion and Degree, . 
As (uits with Nature's juft OEconomy* . 
This is a Caufe, a right one too, we grant/ 
But 'tis the Final, we th' Efficient want. 
With greater Swittnefsif the Spheres were whirl'di;. 
The Motion giv'n to thb Inferior World 
Too violent had been for Nature's Ule, . 
Of too great Force xnix'd Bodies to produce: 
The Elements, Air, Water, Earth and Fire, 
Which now t»<nake compoUndedThings con(pure; . 
* By their rude Shocks could never have combioVl^ . 
Or had been direngag'd,as foon as join*d«; 
But then had Motion in a lefs degree 
Been giv'n, than that^ which we in Nature feci « 
Of greater Vigour ihe had flood inJDeed>, 
To mix and blend the Elementa* Seed : 
Tt> temper, work, incorporate and bind 
1 hofc Principles, that thenceof cf Vj KM 
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The various Gxnpoand Beings mightariie>v - 
Which fillthe Earth and Sea, and flore the Skies. 
Say, what NeceiTity, what fatal Laws 
Did in fuch due Proportion Motion caufe. 
Nor moreor ]ei(s» butjuftTo much, as tends 
To frame the S^orld, and Icnre all Nature's Ends 

Ask why thehigfaeft of the rowing Spheres, . 
Deiek*d to Profufion with refulgent Stars, . 
And all with bright Excreicencies: emboft, 
Has the whole Beauty of the HeaT'ns engroil : - 
Wiienof the others, to difpel the Night. 
Each owns a fingle folitary Light. 
Only one Planet in a Sphere is found. 
Marching in Alkrkis melancbolj Round : 
Nature, he tells us» took this prudent Care, } 
That the fiiblimeft^nd the nobleil Sphere 
Should be with nobler Decoration bleft, . 
And in Magnificenceout-ibtnethereil^ 
That fo its greater Ornament and State 
Should bear Proportion with its greater Height^ . 
It feemsthen Nature does notonly ^M 
Means to be Good, Beneficent and Kind, 
But has for Beauty and for Order car'd, 
Does Rankand'Stateand Dccericj regai^^^ 

Now ftiould be not confidering Men forgivci . 
IF, fway'dby this Af&rtion, they believe. 
That Nature, which does Decency reiped» 
Isfomething, which can reafon,chofe, reflet?* 
Or that fome wife Diredor muft prefidc 
Ocr Nature's Work's, and all het Motions guide I 
You here (hould that Ncccfliiy declarfc, 
WhyalhheStarsadorn thchigh^ Sphere ! 
Say, how is thiith-'EffeAof Fatal Lawi^ 
^Without reflf ding on a final Caufe i 



} 
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One Sphere ha$ all the Stars \ we ask you Whj f 
When you to Beauty and to Order fly. 
You plain afTcrt the Truth, which you deny : 
That is, that ^fatu^e has wife Ends in view. 
With Forefight works* and does Deflgns purfuc. 

Thusall the mighty VVita, that have cffay 'd 
To explicate the Means, how Things are made 
-By Nature's Power, without the Hand Divine* 
The final Caufes of £iEFc&s aflign. 
Theyiay, that this or. that is £b or ib. 
That fuch Events in fachSucceifioQflow» . ■ 

Becaufe G)nvenience,, Deceacy and U& 

Require, that Nature Thwgs ihoold thuf produced 
They in their Denvonftrations always vaunc 
Efficient Giufis, which they always want#t 
But thus they yield tW Qaeftion in dtihate. 
And grant the Impotenceof Ohaiiccand Fatet^ 
For'tilltheyibowbywfaatNqcc&j. ... ..... 

ThingshavetheDirpoiition» whi^weicv, . 
Whether it be dcxiy'dtromFatcor Chance,. . * 
Not the leaft Step in^Sdcnce they advance* . 
• • 

Grant, Nature furniih'd, athervaftExpence, 
One Room of State with fuch Magnificcnov, 
That it m ight ftiine above the others Bright^ 
Adorn'd with num'rouf burniih'd Balls of Light- . 

Does ihe on one by decent Roles difpence ': 

01^ Conftellat ions fuch a Wealth immenfe. 
While the next Sphere in Amplitude and Height 
Rolls on with one Erratic, lonely Light ; 
But be it fo, theQucftion's ftill the fame. 
Tell us irom what Ncccflitj it came t 

Let usthc great Phiiofbpher attend, . . 
While to the Worlds below his Thoughts defcend. 
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His ElementB, Earth, Water, Air and Fire, 

He iay^ to make all Compound Things confpire. 

Me 10 the midft leaves the dull Earth at JksStr 

In the fott Bofom of the Air careft-. 

Thered-wiog'd Fire muft to the Moon trile*. 

Hover in Air, and lick contiguous Skies. 

No Charms, no Force can makethe Fire defcend^- 

Nor can the Earth to Seats Superior tend. 

Both unmoleftcd Peace for ever own. 

This in the Middle* that beneath the Moon.. 

V Vater and Air not /6 i for they by Fate 

Adjgn'd to cooIUat I>uty, always wait { 
Ready by Turns to riiie or to dcfccnd* • 

Natureag^ft a Vacant to defend : 

For (hould a Void her Monarchy invade, 

ShouU in her Works the £malle(l Breach be made. 

That Breach the mighty Fabrick wo«ikl dilTglve^ 

And 10 immediate Ruin dM involve. 

A Confequence (b difmal to prevtntt 

VVaterand Airareftili (asi^) intent 

To mount or fall, this Way or thatto fly. 

Seek fubterranean Vaults, or climb the Sky, 

While thdfe with fo much D uty are opprefl-. 

The Earth and Fire are privilcg'd with Red. 

Theie Elements, 'ciscJear* have not difcern'd 

Thelnt'reftof the Whole, nor are concern 'd. 

Left they, whpnoace an inter poling Void 

Has Nature's Frame o'ertura'd, (hoi^ be deftroy 'd« 

Tell, why thefe fimple Elements are Four f 
Why juft fo many, why not Icfs or more ? ■ 
Docs this from pure Necedity proceed I 
Or iay, does Nature jaft that Number need V 
If thisj you mock us, and decline the Task, 
You give the Final Canie^ when we th' Efficient ask. 
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If that, how often (hall we callin vain 
That you would this NeceiTity explain f 

But here forgive me, famous Stagyrite, 
If I efteem it Idle to recite 
The Reafons, fo you call them, which you giver. 
To make us this NccciTity believe : 
Reafons fo trifling, fo abfurd, and dry, 
Thatthofe(houldblu(h» who make a grave Reply. 



Your Elements we grant : But now declare 
How you to fornl compounded Things prepare, 
And mix your Fire and Water, Earth and Aii ? 
Theiwift Rotation of the Spheres above. 
Yon &y, mufl all inferior Bodies move : 
The Elements in Sublunary Space 
Are by thislmpulfeforc'd to leave their Pkcet 
By various Agitations they combine 
la difiPrent Forms, by diff rent Mixtures joHn* 
Bkndedandjufllytemper'd, they compound 
All Things in all th' mferior Regions found. 
Thus Beings firom th' incorporated Four 
Refult, *y undefigning Nature's Pow'r. 
Ikoce Metals, Plants and Minerals arife. 
The Clouds, and all the Meteors of the Skies. 
Hence all the Clans that haunt the Bill or Wood, 
That beat the Air, or cut the lim pid Flood : 
Ev'nMan, their Lord; hence into Being eanne, 
Breath'd the pure Air, and felt the Vital Flame 
Say, is not this a noble Scheme, a Piece 
^Worthy the Stagyrite, and worthy Greece} 

But now, acute Philofopher, declare 
How thisRotation'of the heav'nly Sphere 
Can niingle Fire and Water,. Earth and Air f 
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The Fire, that d ivells beneath the Lunar Ball « 
To meetafcending Earth, mufl: downward fall« 
Now turn your Sphere contiguous to the Fire, 
Will from its Seat that Element retire ? 
The Sphere could nevef drive its Neighbour dov 
But give a circling Motion^ like its own. 
So give the Air Impreflion from above. 
It in a Whirl vertiginous would move : 
And thus the rolling Spheres can ne'er difplace 
The Fire or Air, to make a mingled Mafs ; 
The Elemcntsdi(lin(a might keep their Scat, 
Elude the Ruffle, and jour Scheme defeat. 

But fince th^ applauded Author will demand 
For Complex Bodies no Direi^or's Hand } 
Since Art without an Artift he maintains, 
A Building reers without a Buikl6r'« Pains: 
He comes at length to Efi^urus^^htrncs 
Fkas'd by his liik>dclcotDp<»un<i Works tQ ftzXri 
One all his various Atomes does unite , 
To form mixt Things, thfciamous Stagy rite 
By his invented Elements c6tnbin*d, 
Compofes Beings of each difiPi*ent Kind. 
But both agree, while both alike deny 
The Gods did e'er their Care or *T bought apply 
To form, or rule this univeriai Frame, 
"Which or from Fate, or CafualGoncourfc carin 
"Whether to raifc the World you are inclined 
By this Man's Chance, or that Man's Fate, as bl 
If ftillMecbanick, NecefTary Laws 
Of m'^ving Matter muft all Beings caufcj 
Jt artful Works from a brute Cauferefult^ 
From Springs unknown, and Qualities occult 
With Schemes alike abfurd our Rcafon you infi 
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And now to fini/h this Icls pleafant Ta^If* 
Of our rcnown'd Philofbphcr wcask. 
How was the Earth deter m in'd tp Its Place P . 
Why did itifirft the middle Point embrace? . t 

What Blandi(hment8> what ftrong attra&i?e FowV» 
What happy Arts adapted to allure. 
Were by that fingle Point of all the Vojd 
To captivate and charm the Mafs employ'd f 
Or what Machines, what Grapples did it caft • • 

On Earth, to fix it to the Center feft ? 

Butit theEarthbyftrongEncbantmentscaughe, ' 

This Point of all the Vacant tondly &ught» 

Since it is Unintelligent and Blind, 

''Could it the Way, the nearcfl could it find 1^ 

When at that Point arriv'd, how did it know 

It was arriv'd, and (hould no farther goi 

When in a glorious Form collc^ed there, , . 

What wondrous Cement madethe Parts cobcTje / 

Why did the 'Orb rufpende4 there rc;main 

Fii'd and unmov'd ? What docs its Weight (uflaio t 

Tell what its Fall prevents \ can liquid Air 

The pondrous Pile on its weak Columns bear t 

The fi^h muft, in its Gravity's Deipight, 

Uphold itsfclf J ourcarelefsStagyritc 

For its Support has no Provifion made^ 

^o Pillar reer'd» and no Foundation laid. 

Whenbyoccult and unknown Gravity .^^ 

*TistoitsStationbrought, it there muftlyc 1 

In undillurb'd Repoie, in vain wc ask him Why t \ 

Say , if the Woi Id uncaus'd did ne'er b^m. 
If Nature, what it is, hasalwayaibeen j 
Why do no Arms the Poet's Song empby 
Before the I*«^4» War, or Siege of 2r^? 
And why no elder Hiftories relate 

^icJWfcof anj*€s, aodthcTurw'Of Stated 
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If Generations infinite are gone, 
Tell, whj ib late were Arcs and Letters known ? 
Their Rife and Progrefs is of Recent Date, , . ^ \^ 
And ilili we mourn their young iroper fc A State. 
If uBcqnfin'd Duration we regard, 
And Time be with Eternity corapar'd. 
But Yefterday theSagesof theEaft 
Firft fbme crude Knowledge of the Stars expreft. 
In (acred Emblems j^p/*s Sons conceal'd 
Their my fticLeaming, rather than reveal'd. 
Grtici after this, fbr fu^nle Wit renown 'd. 
The Scieoces and Arms improved or found % ' , 

Fir (I, Cauies fearch'd, and Nature's fccret Ways \ 
Firft taught the Bards to fing Im mortal Lays. 
The Charms of Mufick and of Painting rais'd. 
And was for Building firft, and firft for Sculptureprais'i 

Man in Mechanic Artsdfd late exceL 
That fuccour Lite, and noxious Pow'r repel j 
Which jield Supplies^r neceffary Ufe, 
Or which to Pleafiire or to Pomp conduce. 
How late was found the Loadftone's magick Force, 
That feeks the North, and guides the Sailor's Courfi ? 
Howntwly did the Printer's curious Skill 
Theinlightcnd World with Lcttcr'd Volumes fill^ 
But late the kindled Powder did explode 
The maffy Ball, and the Brafs Tube unload. 
The Tube, to whofe loud Thunder Alhson owes 
The Laurel Honours, that adorn her Brows. 
Which awful, during Eight renown'd Campains, 
From Beigia's Hills, and Gallia* s Frontier Plains, 
Did thro' th' admiring Realms around proclaim 
MaMro's fwif t Conquefts, and^reat Jma*s Name. 



By this the Leader of the Britiflj Pow'rs 
SbookMemf Ulla^ wAhx^Ganda'iTovf'tBi 
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extluswide£ngtnesle7ell'dri9»r»4y'aPride« • - - 

hoielofty Walls advancing Foes dcfy'd. 

bo' nitrous Tempefts* and dandefline Death, , 

ll*d the deep Caves ^d num'r ousYaultsbeneath* 

hichform'd with Art, and wrought with eniUefiiTqili 

an thro' the faithlefs excavated Soil \ 

«", the intrepid Briton delves his VVay» 

nd to the Cavtrns lets in War and Day : 

uells fubterranean Foes> and rifes crown'd . 

Villi Spoils, from Martial Labour under Ground* 

'0;?j» to reward B/4ri^»fVs glorious Field, 

o MarUro*s Terrors did fubmiifive yk]d* 

he Hero next aflail'd proud Doway*& Head, 

ndfpiteof confluent Inundations fpread 

round, in fpite of Works for fure Defence 

.ais'd with confunomate Art, and Coft immenie, 

'Vith unexampled Valour did fucceed^ 

Miliars, thy Hofl beheld the hardy Deed :) 

tria, Venantlny Bethnneznd'Bouchain 

>f his long Triumphs clofcth' Illuftrious Train, 

Vhile thushis Thunder did his Wrath declare^ 

nd artful Lightnings fla(h*d along the Aic, 

*9nma\ Caftlelwith th' impetuous Roar 

tloniihM tremble, but their Warriors more : 

dtetia's loftvTow'rs with Terror Arook, 

aught the Contagion, and at didance fhopk. 

ell, G/i //ii; Chief s, tor you have often heard , . 

■s dreadful Cannon, and his Fire rever'd. 

ell, how you rag*d, when your pale Cohortsrun 

rom MarlMs Sword, the Battle fcaice begun. 

cU ScMist Le^a tell, how to their Head 

Our frighted Waves in reiluent Errors fled, 

WhilcJ^f/w/^r^'s Cannon thus prevails by Land, 
ritain'^ Sea-Chiefs, by ^ma's high Command, 
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Refiftlefs o'er the TtmfcMt BiOnwi ride, 

AodftrikerebellowiogCavesoneitlierSide,. '... ,*', 
YheirSulpbi^ Tcmpefts ring ftom'S.£iore»Stp>ei|,^ 

Sbakei her proud Hills, and rollsfrom Dome toDom 
Her miter'd Prince's hear tteeccboingNoift, 
And. JlbuH, dind thy Wrtth, and awful Voice. 
Aided by thee the \4up1tn Eights liis 
Sublime; dti^triumphinj£«rianSkie«, 
Whit Pannic Fear, whatAn^ifh, wlutDidrefti 
What CoDftcraatibn GmUWs Soatexpcit, 
Whi'ectemblirigontheCoan, tlicy from afar 
View the wing'd Tenors,. and the floaangVyar! 
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l!be:AKG.T7M:ENT. 

ItheMuUus Aeuunt of the firft BJfe cf Mankiml given ly 
the tmciim ?otts.."Thi OfinsMs tfmaky tf^ht Greek 
Thilofofhtrs tomcmiing tha$ Point not l^riiHcHlous. Th$ 
jiJfhrtiomof%jfwaxm»ndiHS FoUovors, that our ftrft P0r 
rents wore the JpomMnpusFrodtiBion of the Earthy moft 
iUffurdMndinmShk. . JhetrueOrigmeofMMn enquired 
into. He isjfoii'd to be at frfL Created Sy an Intelligent, 
Arhitrarjf Caufii from the Characters and ImpreJ^iuof 
Contrivance, Avt, andlfydom, which appear in his For' 
motion, Thwonderlul frogrefs of it. The Figure^ ^i* 
tuation and Connexion tf the Bones. The Syftem of the 
Veins, and that of the Arteries^ The neannor of the Cir» 
jetdaiimef'theJS>Uod[defcrib*J. Nutrition ho» perf»rm*d* 
The ^fiem^.the Nerves, Of the Animal Spirits, how 
made, ana %ow emfky'd in idffetdar Motion and Senfa- 
tion, A iHifi InteUigmt Caufe ivfirfdfrom tbtfe Ap* 
feorsnteu 
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THEPannWorkl» t»CiNMM9*s Realms unknown, 
tl^hefttenovRed^j^gn'd/yod LigHl Cddl&l (iMdi 
']3cAbyik^tfafeParbtufAf)^N#ne» - - -- 
Forgot their Stock, and wonder'd whence they c«ine^ 
•Unguided in the Dark they ftrove to find> 
JNl^ fcuidel&Toil, the Sousceof human Kind* 

TheHeathen^s, w1i6^dle^bl(4Jlre4 
lUufive Dreami in Myftic Vecie exprefs'di 
And Foes to Natural Science and Divine, 
In beauteous Phraic mtidc impious l^otions (hind 
In Strains fublim tlKi^dftTrlhrFiAohsfdilg, 
Whence the^rftParents of our Species fprung, 

Trcihethtibf "firfefhe elder ^Poetyfty, 
TiSfeper-d attdfd^'*aaPaftfc'6f pUTcrefcif, 

Tb Which, i^li'mif^l^ Wieh the Rfytfr^^ft^Mb 

T^finhthil'Marid'^l^lteliUnnft Shki^ - 

i'ben^ithwarSiLtfe'hi^J^igdr^.tdinQ^^ ■ 

•Ihebbiat^pojcAorMetaiftralFW'.- ■ 

-While othetstell ushdw theliath«ft Brood 
<Hv'd tfaeir^roduaions to the fruitful Wo6i. 
«>w from the Ditlrd and the Aih th^ Cpr\al^^ 

^he ciijde Cdtictjjtfonir^eh! tlic bending TfccrJ 
"Til chcrKhM ifriih tHciuh-bcatns, bj di^i&. 
RfpeCKlMrcn df6{>p*d'on^ t&SoiFarbund,- 
iCcqpledthc Woods, andovcrfprcad the Grouflff. " ^ 



Great 7«9^^» iiilmeworepleas'dto&ig^ 
Ot 'f&U-Qsdfc <!bc Ftfther and the Kiitt. 
The moving Pray *r ot JEacHJ did grants 
AndiBti9McA^Woiiicfi«im*dche.AoC» . • 

Some tell^ JMuesUm and his Tyrfha threw 
Obdurate Stones, which «'er their Shoulders flevr« 
Then ftufting Shape ceGciv'd« vital Fhnie> 
AndMenandW-osieOi woqdjKuuChangel heiounec'. • 
And thus theiiard and ftubbom Raceoi Maa 
From animated Rock^ and Flintbegan.. . 

Now to the Ldimed Schools ttf 'Qmct'ttpAi 
Who Chance the Autlior <rf the WWldtScckBc; 
Then judgeif WifeTlilkRfofiiersexcdi 
Thofe idle Tales^ Which wamon PoastdU 

They fay, at«£ffi-toEvn^Thii^tiie€utii 
At her Fonnatiop^avrfpo ntx ico p s'Birtft, 
When youthful Hear was thro* the GlcbC'dii&is'd* 
Mankind, as well at^fnft&s, Ae prodnc'd. 
That Gecid WMnbaliy Farent Chance were fcrm'^ 
Adapted to the Soi}« ^wfaach after warm'd 
And chertfli^^yt be Sao?svnlnreniagfieam, 
Wirhhuman(Oib|pnagsiiid4n fimbrjFoteafli. 
Thefe nonrilh'd tbei^Ywhile imprcfim'd ky. . 
Then broke th^'yinktifig'Bsidf,. aadiorc'dtheir WlQr%>. 
The Fields Crop^o^'ffeas'ntng QMatwes cvownVl, 
And crying Iniarittgpovdl'd oAtheOronnRL 
A milky Store washy the Mother Eardi 
Pour'd from her Bofom, to ioftam thcBirth. 
In Strength and BuHt €0000$% the £arth4)or|i Raoc 
Could move^ and walk, md'reiidychangertheir.naoe: .^ 
0*er ev'ry Hill^nd vcrdinc Paftune ftray* 
Skip o'er the Lawns, and by the Rivers play ; 
Corid^tftlbemider Plant, «ndbydegrces 
Brouieoft«heiOinibi^ tad crop thcbwidiqgTncti 
' - U % '^^. 
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The fragrant Fmic from bending Branches (hake 
Ami with theCryftal Scream their Thirft at Pktfiire 

The Earth by theie applauded Schools, ^ (aid. 
This fingle Crop of Men and Women bred i 
Vho grown aduk, fo Chance it £ccms enjotnV)^ 
Did Male andFemale propagate their Kind. 
This wife Account LMa^etisn Sagiesgive, 
Whence «imr'&APtrencs their I>deentda1v& 

k m 

Severe!/ on this Subje^ to difpdtc. 
And Taleslo wild* ib&nfelefstoconfutc^. • 
Were with inebrious Labour to di%race 
TheSciux>ls, and Reaibn's Dignity debafe. 
Btttfince. with this of Man's Original, 
.The Parts remalningt>f theu'ScheiEne muft fall; 
(Tet fu:ther<o por^ the pctient Theme j^ . 
Behold how f ain jPiiiJoi^pliiBrs may dream* 

, t 

Grant, "Epcnrmt thftt<by<:3iiualBtrth 
Men fprung Spontaneous from the frnitfuIEartlir 
When on the Glebe the naked Infuit«'lay, -' 
How were the heiplefs Creatures fied ? You fiy, ' . 
The Teeming Soil did from its Breafts eufkide 
A (oft and milky Liqaor for their Food. 

I wtU ikxt ask Kvhat thitapt Humour mi^e^ 

Kor by what wondrous Channels *twas convey *d« 
For if we fuch Enquiries make» we know 
Your (hort Reply, ft happened to be ib. 
Without affigxiing oncie a proper Cau{c» 
Or {oWingQueflionsby Mechanic Lawfl;^ 
To ev'ryDoubt your Anfwer is the&mc^ 

I I £) fell out^ and ib.b/ Chanoeit came. 

fl»wtiudld2e!New*l3om Racethdr Food cmnman 
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Gran t that the Glebe beneath will never dnn&» 
Nor thro' its Pores let the foft Hamoar (ink r 
V^ ill not the Sun with bis exhaiiag Ray 
Defraud the Babe» and draw his Foodawaj t 

Since for fo long a Space the human Birth 
Mud lye expos'd, and naked on the Earth ; 
' Sav, could the tender Creature, in defpighr 

• Or Heat by Day , and chilling Dews by N ight,' 
' In fpite of Thunder, Windsr and Hail and BSua^ 
' iUid all inclement Air» ita Life maiatain / 

• In Tain, you fay, in Earth's prinMevalState, 
' Soft was the Air, and miki the Cold and Hear.. 

Jor did not then the Night iucceed the Day X 
The Sun as now roll thro' its stimial Way ? 

• Th' EfFc^s then on the Air muft bethe fkme, 

• The Frofttof Winter, and the Summer's f]MXCs^ 

InthefirilAge, youiay* the pregnant Ground 
WithhunMn Kind in Cnn^odid abound. 
And peur'dher Offspring on the Soil around* 
But tell us, Efkmm» why the Field 
Did never fince one human Har feftyield / 
And wh y we never ice one ripeoiog Birth 
' HeaveintheCkbe, andftm^lethro'theEarth/ 

Tou &y, that vdm the Earth was firefli tod joung^. . 
While her prolific Energy was ftrong, 
A Race of Men (he in her Bolbm.bf cd» 
And all the Fields with Infant People ^rcad. 
But that firft Birth her Strength did £> exhautt« . . 
The Genial Mother fb much Vigour loft. 
That wafted now by Age^ in vain we hope 
She flKHild ag^bringfortba human Cro]^* 

H 5 '>9«^»^ 
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MeaatinM:fie^»Qt vrifch Labour b aiiich worn. 
But flic can flill theiHilkwtdL Woods wian. 
See, fromheiJeitn»Borani]unvi)epoii9» 
Verdant Goncf ftkoi, asidflefinefl^d«JdiShow.Ys 
Covers the Field witk Com» aodptiati the Mead with^ 

Flow'rfti 
See, her tall Soni, the Codac» Oak. aod Pine, 
7he fragraAt M jrtk» and the juacj VJoe» 
Their Parent's undecayiog $uength dcclar«> 
Which with hcfli Labour, tod uoweaiirK} Qar^, . 
Supplies new Plaoti^ .h4r|«p0e^co repair. 
Then fince the Earth retains her fruitful Pow'r 
To procreate Plaints* thcForcfttoieftocc: 
Saj, why to nobkr Animals alone 
Should (he be fecbh» anduafraitfol^rown?' 
After one Birth fhe ceas'd not to be Yot^cig, 
The Glebe wasil^cukoi^ the Mould was Siong^ 
Could (he at once fadcv^herBerftd Bloom? j 

,Wafte all her Spirits, and ha Wealth confiune ? ' 

Grant that her Vigour ought kpAit decrqafi^' 
from like Produftioos fsuft (he ever ceaft f 
To form a Race (he mightiiave fiiU indio'd* 
The* of aoion/lfoui. or a dwarHih Kind^ . 
Why did (he never, by qtut crude Ei&y. 
ImperfedlLineiandRu^aacntsdiii^]? 1 

hi fome fucceediog Ages had been found 
A L^ or Arna nn&niib'd ia'thc Cxousd': 
And iometimes in the Fidds might ploughing Swains' ' " 
Turn up foft Bones, and break imtafliion'd Veins. 



« « 



But grantthe Earth wa^ hf iff) of her PpwV,. 
And fpent at oncdier whole prolific Store: 
Would not lb long a Reftncw Vigour give, 
iJ^daiJhcrfirftFenilisyTetrietref • * w ^ 
*• Learn 




Learn, Iptcurns, qt t^h* cxj^xifitK'dSwji\n^ 

When frequent ^onnis tei^e ^cnrn di'impoverillK'd FlaxQ» 

Let him a while the Farnovf oot^cdelt 

But leave the Glebe'to hcav'nljr t)ew^ aiid Rt^- 

If then he Till and'SiyWtheliarrcn^diFicSd^ 

WilinottheSoiiApkpteousHarveftTJeld?. , , 

The Sun, by you, Lucrf'^Ans, ilaffigA'^^ ^ 

The other Parent ot alHiuman Kind* ^ 
But does he ever languilh'or decay? 
I>oes he not equal lof^^i^ccdifplay, . 
4ad pierce the' Plains Yiiih t^e |e|ip< f d^ive Raj F 
If then the GI^ warm*d with ^e ^ohf Flf me 
Men once produ('d> iti[liII(h.o^l^(fQithe%i^r 

You fay, the Sun's prolific BcA^ $ caq fprpn 
Th' induftrious Ant« theg^i^y $iy s^<} W<^9 ' 
Can roakeeach Plant, and Tro^t^&rd'ner's Cart/ 
Qefide their Leave^ thfir fxppc^ InfoQ^bf^ : 
i!hcu might thelieav'Qa ip f^ove peculiar ^tafiC* 
Oi lucky Aipea, ,|^fefB4 Mw 'c^^^ 

But latp ¥4«^M$%!2i m^9mf? Mt 

That every Infe^ of cachdiflrrcnt Kind, 
[n its own Egg chgiur'ij bj fbcSbl:^ Ray^, 
Organs involved, and iacent Litedifplayi : 
This Truth di{cover'fi (i^ SjUg;^:J9Us A^t, 
Does all Litfrre/f^ArrpgjLjpcefy^byeift. * ' 

Proud Wits, yourFrcii:pyoVJi)» jt1Ad(MKfBC9f^ 
By Reaibn's Foccc^ be vo^ tcir ever dURdW 

If, learned Eftcttrus, wK^^v^ 
3ur Race to Earth Primeval Being owe^ 
-low did (he Male siod Female Scxc$ frame* 

»ay« if from For tune thlfrOiftiniftion£ainc>f^ 
:>r did |bc ciy {ciqoU*«Ptlt rhffi fcsrcfe, 

^r-QCfiLConceptioa (he (bouki Barren be» 
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Aiidtliertfore» wiidy proytdcnt, defign'd 
Virolific Pairs to prc^pagate the Kind » 
That thus pre(erf*d» the Godlike Race of Man» 
Might not expire e'er yet itfcaiceliqgui. 

Sinceby thefe various Arguments *tU dear 
The teeming Mould did not our Parentsbear^ 
By more fevere Enquiries let us trace 
The Origineand Source of human Race. 
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' I think, J move» I therefore know I am f 
While I have been, Iftillha?ebeentbefimcr 
Since hrom an Infant*. I a Man became. 

* But tho' I am, few circling Tears are gone, 

* Since I in Nature's Roll was quite unknown. 
Then fince'tis plain I have not always been, 
f ask, from whence my Being could begin f 

I did not to my (elf Exiftence give, n 

Nor from my fdf the fecret Pow*r receive, > 

By which 1 reaibn, and by which f li ve^ I; 

J did not build thisFrame, nordol know 
The hidden Springs from whence my Motions flow> 

If Ihadform'd*myielf, Ihaddelign'd 
A ftronger Body, and a wifcr Mind, 
From Sorrow free, nor Uable to Pain j 

* My Paflions (hould obey, and Reafon rcign> 
Nor could mry Being from my Parents flow^ 

Who neither didthePartSr or Stru£tarc know ^ J..;. 

Did not my Mind or Body under (bnd. 

My Sex determine, nor my Shape commancl. 
' Had they defign'd and rais'd the curious Frame, 

Infpir'd my branching Veins with vital Flame, 
' Fa(hion*d the Heart, and hollow Channels made, 
' Thro' which the circling Streamsof Life are play.'d » 
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Had they the Qrgansof my denies wrought; 
And form'd the wondrous Principle ot Thought ; 
Their artful Work they muft have better known, 
Explaia'ditsSpringSy anditf Contiriyanceihbwiu ' 

If they couM make, they migHt prefcrve mc'too^ . 
Prevent my Fearf, ofr diflipate my Woe, 
When long in Sicknefs languifliing-t lay. 
They with CompaiTibn toach'd did mourn and pfay.T 
To footh my Pftin and mitigatemy Grief, 
They iaid kind Things, yet brought mcno Ktiicf; 
But whatibever CauS my Being gave. 
The Power that made me, canitsCpeaturefavef* 

If to my filf I did not Being give/ 
Nor from immediate Parents did rcccivej 
licould not firom my^Predeccflbrs Rovr^ 

They, than my Parents, couH not more bcdovn 
Should we the long depending Scale afi:end' 
Of SonsandFathers, willitneverend? - 
II tv^rill, then rauft we thro* the Ordernm 
ToibmeoncMan, whofe Being ne'er begun^ 
II thatone Man was Sempiternal,. Why « 
Did he> (ince Independent* everdyef' 
If fromhimfelf bis own Exigence came* 
TheCaufe, thatcoulddefboy: his Being, iianae« 

To feebmy Makeiri thns tn-vato I Xvaccf 
Ihe wholefucceiiive Chain ot human Riace^ - 
Bewilder'd I my Author cannot find, 
^iUibmefirft Caule, ibme Self-eztftent Mind, * 
3l^hofoKa'd» and rules all Nature, isaffigoVk 

"When fitdthe Womb did the crude Embryo'hold, 
What IRap'dthe Parts f what didthe4imbs W^^- 



d*er the whole Wock iu fectct^fftfid^ 

Giirequick'aiag Vigour, aod each Midoa guide* 

What kindled in theDsark the vitaUHaoM,. [Stream ^ 

And e'er the Heart was ioro'^ puih'd.on. tb; .red'WK 
Then for the Heart the apteft Fibres ftrung f ' 
And in the 0reaft th' impulfiYeEn^eJiung f 
Saij, what the various Bones io y^S^j wrougbt ? 
How was their Frame to fiich Perfeaion broughtl 
What did their Figuresfbr their U6s fit. r 
Their Number fix» ao4 Joints adapted knits . 
And Doadethem alijo tKatjuH Order (land* 
Which Motion, .Strength and Ornament decnaod I- 
What for the Sinews ipon lb ftrong a T^ead } 
Hie curious Loom to weave-the Muiclesfpread ? 
Did the nice Strings of iender .Membranes drill 
And perforate the.Nerf e withib much Skill, . 
Then withthe adiive Stream thedark Recedes fill? 
The purple Mazesof theVeipsdi{play'd> 
• Atid^ ch* ArterialPipes in Order laid, . 

' What gavethe<boundiog Current to the Bloo4^^ 
' And to andiraconvejr;d the reliefs Flood h 



The living Fabrick now inpieoes take> . 
Of evVjPart dneX}biervatioa make \ 
All which fuch 4vtdi£bover» £o coadnec 
Tb Beauty^ Vigour, .aDdeacbdeftin'dUfe^ . 
The Atheift, if to feacch for Truth incUn'd, 
Majin^himfHf htafuIIGbnvid^ionfiiid, 
And from his fiodj^teacLhiserrbg Mind. 
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Whenthe-crudeEVnltrjo careful Nature breeder 
Sfeehow (he Works, and how her Work pscceedsl? 
Willie thro' the Mafs her Ehergy (he darts ^ 
T191 freeandfweUtfaeromplicated Partsi 
Whiclf onlydoesuaravel and untwift 
ttlkrdcqpULimbs^.lba^^^t^vu^ 



Andaiseacfivi^alSpecJt, in which rcijiains ' 1 

Th'cDtire, burrump'ed Amnul, contains f 

Organi per picjt, and Ckes of twining Veinii - *■• 

SocVryFtctiJsbcarsafccrct Hoard, 
With fleeping, QncxpandedlffiieJlofd; 
Which natn'rous, butunquickenyPtogen)', 
Clafp'd aoiinvf rap'd withiaeach qtbcr lye : 
Engendring Heats thcfcone by ooe unbind, 
StretchiheitfniallTubes, andhamper'd Nctyesunwuii;- 
And thus wficaTimcfliailtirain^eacbMagawnc 
Crowded with MeoUDboril, unripe' uofecn, '. 
NoryetorPartsoafoMtd, ooIncrcajFe 
dnfoUtmr, alfprolifick'PowcrmuSceAlc. 

Th' ElafKc Spirits which remain at reft 
IqtheftraitLodgingaot the Brain compteO-. 
While bf theanibitnt Woin'b^eillJv'iiiog Heat ' 
Qieer'dandawakea'd, fijArliemielTesdilatCi - 
Then quickec'd and expanded ev'rj way 
The Genial t^b'rcr^^all their Force difpl^y. 
They now begin to jiforlc the wojpidrous FnmCt . 
To (hape the Farts,' and f;aifc the n^l Fbmc* 
For w heath' extended Fibres pi the Brain 
THeir adive Ouefttno loi^;ct ClDvcIhain, 
They backward fpring, whichdvc.EjE^tcpmpete-' 
The lab'Hng Spirit* to foT&^ctbeirCdls: 
TheSpiiiutbusexulo^ iV^m their ScWt-. -i-; 

Swift from the He^to the^iext Parts xe^rear,- V, 

Force [heir Admi0(D9, ind t heir faflige beat, J " 

l^r Tours aro^nd^'un^fpeo'dAlGlt theyta^e^ ■ 
ifii by a tt)ou£^ Waystbetf Inroads make : 
'Wltheteiefilled they their .B,Uvi(^ea. 
A*dbackWard,to,thcirSouixe,i^ir.^y.<lUcd.' 
Thui,iy)tha aetdy.a^iUltcaiate''^qil 
Tlieyiflbe&oiD, a^to*tilreiji|ea(L^c<;(»lL 



ij8 X:REATtON: Booktf. 

By w hich their phftic Fundioa they difcharge. 
Extend their Chiuinels, and their Tracks tbkdrge. 
For by the fwift Ezcurfions which they make. 
Still (allying trom the Brain, and leaping back, 
T hey pierce the Nervous FIbre» bore tbc Vein, 
And ftretch th'Arterial Channels, which contaia. 
The various Streams of Life, thattoandfix)>« 
Thro' dark Meanders undireded flow : 
TlfhifpededEgg, this gradual ChSsngebetray 9^ 
To which the brooding Hen expanding Heat con'vef s. 

The beating Heart demand^f fitft for Uie>. 
Is the firft Mufcle I^ture does produce. 
By this impulfive Engise's conftant Aid 
The tepid Floodsare ev'ry way convey *d: 
And did not Nature's Care at firfi prov ide . 
Thea^ ve Hifcart to pufh the circling Tide, 
All progrefs to her Work would be deny 'd. 

The Salient Point, fo fir i! is call'd the Heart, 
Shap*d and fufpended with amazing Art, 
By Turns dilated, and by Turns compreft; 
Expels, and entertains the purple Gueft. 
Ic&nds from out its Left contra£led Side 
Into th' Arterial Tube its vital Pxide : 
WhichTube, prolong'd but little from ftsSourcci 
Farts its wide Trunk, and takes a double Courfe^ 
One Channel to the Head its way direds. 
One to th' inferior Limbs its Path i nfle6ls. 
Both (mailer by degrees, and fmaller grow, ■^■ 

And on the Parts, thro' which they branching go, l 

A thoufand fccret, fubtlc Pipes bcftow. J 

From which by num'rousCbnvo'Htions wound; 
Wrap'd with th' attending Nerve, and twitted rounds . 
The complicated Knots and Kernels ri(e^ 
Gi vaiious Figures, and of various Sixe. 
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'tb' Arterial Duds; when thns invohr'd, produce ' " ^ 

tJonumber'dYjfands, atrd of important U&. 

itot after, a9 they farther ftogrds make. 

The Appdktibn of a Vein thcjr takes 

For tho'th* Arterial Pipe»tbein(elvesexteiKl' 

In fmalleft Branches, yet they ncver^nd : 

The fame con tinu'd circHng Channels ran 

Back to the Heart, where firft their G^iirfi^egnm ' 

TheHicart, asfiidi from its contradled Gayc 
On the LeftPSfdd, ejcds theboundidg Wave. 
E^lodedthv^^ asfplittmgChaflnelslead, 
Upward it fprings, or downward is convey 'd;. 
The Crimfbn Jctsrais'd with Elaftic Force 
Swift to the Seatsot SenfepurAie their Courier. 
ArteriahfTtreams thro' the foftBitfindifiilej • • . 
And water allits Fields with tftalDcwfs . • - 

From this o'erflowihg Tidethe curiou's Brain 
Does thro* its Pores the purer Spirits ft rain : . 
W hich to i ts inmoft Sea^ tfieiir I%fl&ge make, 
Whence their dark Rife th* extended SineWstak^. 
With all theif Mouths the Nerves thefe Spirits driofc,. 
Which thro*lhe Cellsof the fine Strainer (ink. 
Thefe all the channerd Fibres cv*ry way 
For Motion and Sen&tion ftUI convey^ 
The grcatcft Portibnof th* Arterial Blood.- 
By the clofc Stru^ure of the Parts withffood, 
Whofenarrow Mefties flop the groflerEIood* 
By apt Canals and Farrows in the Brain» 
WhichhercdifchargcthcOfficeof a Vein^.. 
Invert theirflttrrenr> andtheHeartregain. 

The ihootii^ Streams, which thro' another Rotdi^ 
The beating Engine downward did ejrplode. 
To all th'InferiorrPartkkfcend,- andkre « 
Hie Members with their circulating Wairc^ . 
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As Nature's Eii$is^eii)fu^, tttt G^V^f^ffl^r 
Still more contnded, asfihejrfartl^go, ' , 

Befides the Glands, ^lyhicha'ertj^Qetdjf ^(^p. ' 
Fiee complicated CImm of ncrvoufi TJfread» 
Involv'd and twifted with tV Arterial Puft 
Therapid Motion of the Bloqd obftrud : 
Thefe L^yrintba the cirfliog Current ((ay 
For noble Ends, which after we di/play. 
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Soon as the Blood hat ptkft tbe wkSiiig WajFs; 
And various Turnings of dKH^vondroosMa^ > 
FVora the entangled Knot of VefTds freed. 
It runs its Vital Race with greater Speed; - 
And from tiie Pitts and Members moft reoaote 
By thefe Canals dieStreami are backward brought^' . 
Which are of thinner Oiata>Uid fewer Fibres wroogjUi 
TiUall thecooflucDt RlUsth^ir decent joiog. 
And in the anople fmtk Vein^comb^De. 
This larger Ghanod by a ijboufand Roa^s 
Enters the Li veri and its Store unloads. 
Which firom that Store by proper Inlets firaina- 
The yellow Dregs, iudibids them by the Veins 
T6 thclargc Cift;rn which the Gall coqtajins. 
Then to the V«n, weCdx/isr qfme> th^B^od 
(fUlsiathefcat^i'dStreafia^andrecoilc^^ . 



•As when x}^'li»kmts advas^es thrp' theP^^^ . 
^th his frefli Waters to dilute jtbe Mai^^ 
Ife turns and winds amidft theflojvry t&ffAtt^ 
AN nowcontrafo, aadao.i1^b> ^Viiteripct^ds^, 
Here in a Courfe dired he forward tends, 
Therc^tQU»HeiMM»h.WAV]esreioitcd.I^s.v ■ 
See, nowthe^^tlvcFilQpdin^X^KQdi^ijjcs 
HiaSilvei Train, ^(fitiv^tb u;^^ . 
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cms witn erring Strcamsthc RiCfdjr Iflci 
jtbcoUcdlmgaUhisWatryBap^* '' 
ceaiito augment he leiaves tbc Land- 
red Currents ki their fecret Maze 
3US rounds thro' dark Meanders pafs^ 
. affembled in the Cf^v^ Vein 
;o the Heart's right Side their Crimion Train y 
I now cOmpr'cft' with Force Elaftic drives 
^ood, that thro' the fecrct Pafles drives, 
oad that to the Lungs thisS^ore tranfmits 
nnumber'd narrow Channels fplits. 
enal Blood crowds thro' the winding Ways» 
ro' the Tubes the broken Tide conveys: 
: nurn'rooaStrearoSk their Kofy- Beauty gone, . 
>y£xpence, and faint with Labour grown»' 
I the Lunga enrich'd> which reinipire 
inguid Joicest and reftore.their Fire. 

e large Arterial Dads that thither leisid, 
bich the Blood is from the Heart convejr'd 
'either Lobe ten thouAnd Branches ijpread. 
its bright Strean> the bounding Current par t9« 

:hro' the- various Palftsfwihly^arts: 

fubtle Pipe« ei^ch winding Channel fifls 
iTprightly (.iqubrs* and. with purple Rills « 
Pipe, di^njguiih'd by its grifily Rings» 
herifh Life Aerial Fafture brings » 
:h the fbh breathing Lungs with gentle FotcD' 
lant enabrace by Turns, by Turns divorcee 
fpringj Ai^'tbis nitrous Food inspclla^ 
>' all )ihe fpuogy Farts and bladderVi Celk^ 
whhdllating Breath t^e Vital EeUowsfwells* * 
adnaittedNitre agitatesthe Flood, 
ivesitsFire^ indTefemaenutheBloodr 
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Behold, the Streams Dcwchangethnrldnguxd Blue,. 
Regain their GI017, and their Flame renew. 
With ScarletHononrs re-adorn'd the Tide 
Leaps on» and bright with more than T^ri/fiiPrid^^ 
Advances to the Heart, and fills the Cave 
On the Left Side, wKich the firft Motion gave/ 
Now thro* the fame involv'd Arterial Wajrs;, 
Th' cxpbded Jets th* Impulfi vc Engine play^^ 

No Sons of WiOom could this Cusrent ttacc» 
Or of th* lonUt or It/dU Race : . 
From thcea. Democntus, it hj conceal'J, 
Tho' yielding Nature much to thee reveal'd... 
Tho' with the curious Knife thou didft invade/- 
Her dark' RecefTes, and haft oft difpla/d 
The Crimfbh Mazes, and thelioirow-Rdad, 
Which to the Heart conveys the refluent Bloods 
It was to thee, pcoxStti^rite, unknown. 
And thy Preceptor of Divine Renown. 
Learning didne'er this fecret Truth impart^ 
Tb the Greek Maftdrs.of tht healitig Art. 
•TVas by the Oflw's piercingEye unview^^,^ 
And did attentive C/»/^»'sSearch elude. 

Thou, wondrous H/ir'UfyyWho/e Immortal F4xne^> 
By thee inftrufled, gratetul Schools proclaiin , 
Thou, Albion's Pride, didft firft the windmg Waj^; , 
And circling Life's dark Labyrinth difplay. . 
Attentive from the Heart thoii didft purlue 
The ftartin^ Flood, and keep it ft ill in view* 
TBI thou with Rapture faw'ft the Channels bring-- 
The Purple Currents back, and form tbcVital Rin^ . 

See, how the Human. Animalis fed, , 
Bsm N^uiifhmentis wrought, and bowcoovey'd.' 
" ^ ~ "' Tl 



Bookff. CREATION. 145 

The Mouth with proper Ficiilnes^cn4u'd 

Fir ft entertains, and then divides tbeFood. 

Two adverfe Rows of Teeth the Meat prepare. 

On which theGlands fermenting Juice confer. 

Nature has various tender Mufcies plac'd, 

Bj which r he artful Gullet is einbrac*d : 

^me thelong Funnel's curious Mouth extend 

Thro' which ingcded Meats with£afedelcend» 

Other confederate Pairs for Nature's Uie 

Contra^^ the Fibres, and the Twitch produce 

Which gently puftieson the grateful Food 

To the wide Stomach, bj its hollow Road. 

That this long Road may unobftrudedgOf 

As it defctnds, it bores the Midriff tbro\ 

The Urge Receiver for Concodtion made 

Behold amidft the warmeft Bowels laid. 

The Spleen to this, and to the ad verfe Side 

The gbwing Liver's Gomfort is apply'd, , 

Beneath, the Piisrreiii has its proper Seat, 

To cheer its Neighbour, and augment its Heatl 

More to affift it for itsdeftin'd Ure» 

Thisample Bag is flor*d with a^ive Juice, 

Which can with Eafe fubdue, with £alc unUdl 

Admitted Meats of ev'ry different Kind. 

This powerful Ferment mingh'ng withtheParts^ 

The leven'd Mafsto milky Chyle converts. 

The Stomach's Fibres tins concoded Food 

By their Cbntra£bion's gentle Force exclude; 

Which by the Mouth on the right Sidedeicends 

Thro' the wide Pafs, which from that Mouth depends* 

In its Progreflion fbon the labour'd Chyle 

Receives the confluent Rills of bitter Bile, 

Which by the Liver fever'd from the Blood, 

And ftriving thro' the Gall-pipe, here unload 

Their yellow iStrcams, more to refine the Fiood* 1 
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X4t exp^rf&ff, Sf* 

TbecompltotedGlwdSi iBTtfiHuEiaQkc ; ■■ 
Difpos'd aloDg tbc Neij^b'ring Cbu^'i Banluj 
By conlbnt weeping mix t l^cir watry ^caie 
Vith the Chjlc'i Currepi. aiii}i^>tfEJtp]9^ . 
Th'intGftincRoadiiiifleftciJaod'ilKlui'd 
Innrious CoDToludotis turn u^.w Wi 
Tfa« theie AfeaiuleT* toa? % rri^eiu^yt ' 
AndtbedefccndUigCIijflrbyuiit^hiijr 
May thro' the milkj VcflHt fiad it* way': 
V/hoCc Httle Mouths ii the Iwje [^%ii¥l's ^^C 
Suck in the Flood, ud 4iif>fc~ ^V^f tin^^iW Tii^- 
Tbdeaum'routyf^nf, %^i>'c^ec4r)^ufpja^c,' 

Receirethe putei|i!felMIS"flB§WW» t 
Bat no corrupt or ijf^£jPm^i44ut 
Toform theBIoci^ <fffj:^ji>c^nnb|,4;D|^ 
Th'InteftiDcrpiralf^^itfkpJipptocru^, ' *" "■ 
And horn the njqi^ Th^* 4t k°&^ ^^t>il?> 

OUervt, thelefaiallC^naUconffiiietO Ill^fl- 
WichalltheirTreafuTe pnccapacio^isj^j^lLet 
WiofccoBKnonReccpt^df (Hiptaipi ;.■■'■■ 
Th'unitedSsre^miaf 4tiie4^f4e?IVS'B«i* : ' -,-■ 
HithertheR.illsqf Water arc con »cyV ' ' 

In curifius AqujcJudUbj Naturclaid- 
Tocarry lii ttifiim^id 8m»<»«^ftrw'4» 
AndfromtbeBlft»(1.4wi4cdt!n^*5JWl^i- ' 
V/Hich mingling Cqrrems.with Ab mil^y Juice . 
MakesitmoreaptwflaWj »Hrte*tfwU*e. « ■, 
■iTiefe Liquors, wtiiclnb<wJ4fRMei«cifiil, 
Prepe'dwi5hi,<J>»ur/i8dr):6p'4^tbSkill, . 
Another Courfe to diftafft Parte hegin. 
Thro' Roidj that ftrctch along iheBack withm. 
^isufefuIChtbnd, UKlyknown, afcendi, 
J^ad iu the Vein neu the left Sboukla' endsi 
VhichtheteunkxdiitsWealth, tb^withittettood 
M«r flows io one incorporated Flood. 



Soon by the VelaHijito the Heart CQnv«;*4» ' 
And ii by that Qaftick Zngwn play M 
Intothei^UAgs, wI»eocr>>fde£:rib'dbefeiie» 
It onward fpr ingat mkI ^f^cs.the woo^roi^ TouTf. 

' Nowalltb^BAiikstKekasMhiiPgB^iv^Uv^ 
With daoeing Stitama, aod anim^ted:Wav«i > 
New florid HotKKirs tiod gay Youth beAowa> 

' QiAifiog Tital yigQW, where it fiowa^ 
^pfdieytccflxSpirita t# tfte Uyiog Fca«lf » . 

-AQdkiixiks in the Ejcaa brighter FlMit. . -v :; 

Mufcksiinpati^itoiiefiew-fil^roiiaTfajrdadr ' 

' And e?'ry Bone is with rich Marrbw fcd : . 

' Nature rewfctvchflerMwiAtiiefmiUI^TUfo^ '^ 

' And Life regard difplays ill purple Fri^ . 



Bat how the wondrof»SiAvft«|]«i^>inaA^ 
How to each Partita properfodd^eMivvy'ds ' 
H#w fibrottf Stribgafir MitfMiiMM M w % 

BywhatconvegfincttotbeftlvAli^krom^ . - 
How rang'd for Motion, how fcf Biaoqr«iiaWf • 
With viul Cement howth*Axtffam8afe^6ra» 
How they agrtein iraripns V^stojoirf, 
I^a tranfverfe, a ^aight, or crooked Line } 
Ifare loft in Wofider< we adcnring ftand, 
with Rapture own the wife D&eftor'sHandi 
Who Nature made> and does her Works commaQd, 



Let ushowe'ertheTheflae^^rpiurtaCs i 
Aslearn'dObfevffrs kflow* or lhii»klWy49«. 

■ • ■ . • . . ■ 
Mixt with thefibod in the fime ciedhtgTidf 
The RiiLnotritkaitcbro' the Vetfdif glUe «. 
Thofe Pipes fiill I^flTfiiogaatlMty ^xm^. .p^*.. . . 
Retard the Pc9gre(siot . i)ie awtti g g H a C L v. 



) I 



• ft . 



» -• .« 



-t 



f 



• < • •■ •^.t* ,*f <*. 



■^^fe 



14(5 CREATION. Book A 

The Glands, that Natore o'er the Body fytM^ 

AU artful Knots of various holbw Thr^ids, 

Which Ljrophaedads» an Art'ry, Nerve and Vcia 

InvolvM and clofe together wonnd coritaiob 

Make yet the Motion ot the Streams more flow* 

IVhich thro' thoieMas&es intricate niuftiftow^. ' 

And hence it comes the interrupted Bleed 

Diftends its Channels with its fwelling Flood. 

Thofe Channels turgid with th' oWftruOed Tide ^ 

Stretch their fmallHeleS) and make their MefiieswUe^ i 

By skilhil Nature piercV! on evVy Side. j 

Mean time the laboor'd Chjie pervades the Pores 

In all th' arterial perforated Sho^s. 

Theliquid Food; Which thro' theie PaflhslbiTe» 

To ev'ry Part juft Reperatioa gives : 

Thro' Holes of various Figures various Jmce 

Infinuates, to lerve for Nature's U/e. 

Sce> fofter Fibres to the FkCh are fent, 

.Whik thethiB Membrane finer Strii^saugnMiitr 

The tOQghaad ftrong are on the Sinewslaid^. 

And to £e.Bones.theharder are SoA^y'd. 

But what thf Mafi nutritious does divide. 

To difEVent Parts thedifPrent Portions guide ^ 

What makes them aptly to the Li mbs adhere. 

In Youth increale them, and in Age repair* 

Ttiedeepeft Search could never yet declare.. 



J 



Nor Ids Contrivance, nor lefs curious Art 
Surprize, and plcafc in ev'ry other Part* 
See, how the Nerves with equal Wiidom mtdc^ 
AriHng from the tender Brain, pervade 
And fecretfafs in Pairs the chaxiiaeird Bone#. 
And thence advance thro' Plsithsand Roads unknowitk. 
Formed of th&fineil complicated Thread, 
Thefe Bum'rousCosds are thro** the Body fpreid^ . 
■'■"" J 
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A thoalafld Branches firom each. Trunk they icn^ - • ., 

Someto the Limbic damt tq the Bowdt tend* . . 

Part in ftrait Lines, part in Tranfver& arc ibund» 

One forms a crocked Figure^ ope a Round. 

l%e Entrails thefeicinbracc in 4>iral Strings, 

Thoit clafp tb' arterial Tubes in tender Rings: "j 

The Tendons ibme compared clofeprbdiitqc;^ . v* 

And ibm^thin Fibres fpr the Skip diffiift^ , \ 

• ■ " ■ .... I I ■ . . . . .. ;.\ 

^ ■•■■'■ ■■■ ■ '^ 

Theiefnbt}Quia«pcls, £uchisev'xj. Nerve; , . Y 

|RorvitalE4iii^^ioos» Si^^ '\ 

Induded Spirits thro' t^iccret Road i jj 

Pafttoandfiroi as thro' thQ Veins the Bjood. » 

Some to the Heart advancing take their wa7» / , ^ 

Which moy^ and make the beating Miiicle plaj. 
Part to the Spleen, par; to the Liver gof . -. 

ThefetotheLungs, tboietotbeiStomachJSow«. \-. 
They help to labour and ^oncod the FoQcU. ■ ; 

Refine the Chyle, and animatethe&loodi . ^ 

£xalt theFerments, and the Straineraaid* 
That by a conftant Separation made* 
They may a due Oecoxtomy maintain, 

£xclude the noxiousFarts, the^ood retain^ 
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Tet we thefe wondrous Fu«&ionf ae*crfia'ceiYC^ 
Yundions, by which^wemove^ by which we live: : / , , 
itjnconfcious we ^heic Motionsnevcr bec4* . • <.'.:..;' 
^yhether they err, orbyjuftLiawsproceed. 

But other Spirits govern*d by the Will 
£hoot thro' tbeirTcaoks,: and diOantMuiciesfl]^; ' 
This Sov'raign by his arbitrary Nod. .>.>., 

^Hefirains, or (ends hi^ Mini Aets abroad* 
Svrxh and obedient to hit higbCommandft 
They (lira Finger, or they, lift a Hand f C 

They tune our Voic^or they awvcottfUjrefi ....... 

^ytheft wewalk, «r from the Croundaxi&; ^^ 



Bf dielc wetttiir, tr frAA H k) ily t MH i | 
GontraaaX'ittA'ttrfedbi^ i»c«tttd* 
And tho' dttft^jrir^ .V(FUdi^bifeq|Ak]i|^^ 
Rocm not the PSiYlU/{Llb^Mdli4^ 
Norcaooar liAtiidinttrua^AKtti bithfiftrlf^y. 
Of aU their Rdiids as ig^iOiiiit, tf ffaejr I 
TetieU(m) ehbgtlli^4ittasiilAM^ 
Aikl reach that i^FaA» >»U^h^t»«imis^ 
UogQided thej a juft Diftia&ion make, 
This MofclelMlU «d%aV6 tfefe <i[!^ 
A^i when t h fe B r 'B arefef hla fcitpb o^'Aat MMeghj 
QttT Will the Meafu /e c ff th a t f b rtt-dittlrtn • 
The Spirits whkbdiftmfltUAn, tawepfeaft 

iHSii&'Dttqrcafe. . 



Thefe Out-au^eiF dfttSfind'aMttiit abriiad» 
Afld ftiU ptfttt^g^tttrth ettdjgiihYWg Rbid : 
Or CO the Parts Tttttatt dbtdMtRf, 
Keep Poftsadvanb^d,'aiid6n the FixNrtier Ife^ 
The watchful Cditfttels attyyy ©Htc, 
At ev'ry Paflage to the Sed&iUhk. 
Still travel toand fro die Nervous lilftejr. 
And their Imprefiions tb tUrftakrcentvjr, 
Where their Rjeport the Vital Envoys quiIm^ 
And vrithntWX yii A l k 1 »timam^ 
Quick, «s a darted BesTiA of 'I^ghr, <ffeftS^, 
T£ro* difPrent Parts todllP^hftOyglii'stflo%i^ 
Whence they rcfle6tasl^lft1ytdthte Brain, . 
To give it Pleafure, or to give it Pain. 

Thus hat theMufe adaring Wiilgdi^y*d> 
Thro' tracklefs Skies ambitiousFKght eflayldt 
To fingche Woodtraof the Human iFrainei 
Butohi bewailsfarwcsk, unec)ittlflaaie« 
Te skilful Ma/tersof MidkMw'fRac?, 
^ho Na^rc'tttiy lairiadw'ovoe. 



-* >-1 



Book*. CR£j^TfpJ^. 

And to iublimer Sphercsof Knowledge rife^ 

& i|M>u^4Fir9» u^late-invented Ejq i 

f5S|, liowjoarSeftrdilitilieitdQdedbcai;" '*- ' ' > 

ibw'crft^mazM and r»f ifii'd jou httre feen 

tiheC^odu^^^ Ptadeitce> tttd fhipett^^ .< 

Aad Mafter* ftrokes in each Mecianic Part. 

Tdl, wbaykl^Ebdul %fif ries ttmain «... . ^. ^ 

UfM&l^ «^ xnif infolor ydkcdlOthk J ,^ [J 

Who can thia Field of Miracles funrex, 
Aadntwkh4?<i/wiailinRaptiirr(ay» .... . 
£eluddaGod, Adorclitin, andOixry * 



I 



« If •* 



• • 




1 .. 



••••■. • » 

- • ... ♦ 

. . I . \ - 1 

. .. "■ •■ ^» 



taW w vi .. «L 



CR1.K- 



•"- 1 » J«^ 3 



-■- .J* 



.': ^-r,^ 



»*"■- 



^ •'■•.., 




C R EAT ION; 

i ■■■'■. ■ ' -^ 
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The ARGUMENT. 

!;{« Introdm^icnp in Tmltatim^ King Solomon*/ fronkii 
Cmctffms to the lAiirtlnt, The Creator ajjtrttdfrom the 
Contemplation cf Animals. Of their Setfe -^ Heim$gt 
TafHng^ SmelBng, and effedalfyef Suing, OfthonoUtr 
Opiratkns if ^nimaU €ommwijf eaWd Infim&s, lie 
Create demonftrateJ further from the ContempUtien tf 
HumMk Undmjflliiilmgt and At TerftBiens^of the Mial 
TheJ^mtrdmfm^aepofThoMdft. Simple Fereoptiea, 
lU^aion. OfiieifmJjifwterffJtpa^ng.XJmag^ 
mad Separating Ideas. (Hihe 'BacuUy of Reafomng^ er 
deducing we frof option from ttoo others. ThoFomer^ 
buman Underfitmdmg in inventing ski^lJf§Mts» andia 
0ther Inflances, The Mind's felf determining Fofwer, er 
IFreedom efChdce. Her P^ver of eliding an Ai^ mi 



ch^gMeoHstoattmn that End, Of Control 
fetites, rejeSingfleafurest and chu/rngPah, fUme, aid 
Death itje^^ in hopes of Hafpinefsina diftant unheoim 
State of L^. The Conclujion, being a fhort RecaphtslO' 
tion efthe WhU \ with a Hjmn to the Creat$r tf the 

WHILE 
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WHSc rofie Youth its perfed Bloom maintaniir 
Thoughtlefsof Age» and ignorant ot Paiof: 
I ' Wfcflb from the Heart lich Streams with Vignir fpring^ 
L • Bound thro' their Roads, and dance their VitulGbg, 
And Spirits, fwift as Sun-beams thro' the Skies^ 
Dart thro' thy Nerves, and fpiurkle in thy Eyes; 
While Nature with full Strength thy Sinewsarms, 
Clows in thy Cheeks, ^uid triumphs in her Charms » 
Indulge thy Inftinfh, and intent on Eafe 
With ravi(hing Deljght thy Senics pleaie. 

Since no Uack Qouds difhonour now the Sky» 
No Winds, but ^my genial Zephirf* fl/» 
£ager embark, and to Ui' inviting Gale 
Thy Pendants looie, and fpread thy Silken Sail« 
^ * Sportive advance on Plcaiure's wanton Tide 
* IHiro'flow'r y Scenes, diffused on either Side. ^ 

* * See how the Hogirs their painted Wiq^sdi^jr. 
a ' And draw, like harnefs'd Doves, thefimlingDijI 
>^ ' khall this glad Spring, when adive Ferments dimW 
^ ' Theie Months, the faireft Progeny of Time, 
^ ' The brighteft Parts in all Duration's Train* 
^' AskthectoieiaethyBliis, and aakin vain f 

Tetbeirpwvailing Smiles thy Heart refign. 
' ' And wifely make the pro£fer'dBleffiog thine. 

» - Near ibmfe fair River^ on reclining Land* 
^ ' Midft Gr oves^nd Fountains let thy Palace fiand* 
' Let ?Mrian Walls unrivail'dPempdifplay, 

' And eilded Tow'KHcfled angme&tcdUvt 

I let 



• Iax Porphyry Pillars in high Rowsuphold 

- lfhei(xureRoo£etirich*dwithVeiiMof<Md^r ': ^ v:n 

• A]K!tfaefairCriniiire»»ftlieSculpt«^Art~'. -^•'^- \i-'-^ 

• Part grace thy Palace, and thy Garden Part. 

■ Here let the fcentfiil Spoils of opening Flow'rs 

' Breath from thy Citron Walks* aqd Je/mke Bow'rSt 

• Hefierisn Bloflbms in thy Bofi>in fm^S j . 

• Let ail '^^^in thy Garments dwelL ' 

That coftly B^mqiietsand (kGcfotisFeafts 
' May crown thy Tskik toregale thy Guefts, 

• flanfack the Hills, and evVy Park and Wood. 
. The Lakeunpeople, aoddcfpoilthelFlood. 

ProcureeachfeatherM Luxury, that beats 

• Its natife Air, or fVdffl its dime retreats, 
' 4And by alternate Tranfmigratioji di^s 

O'er interpofing Sea'sl, a&dchanges Skies : 
Let artful Cooks to raiie their ReliA Arive, 
V^ich all the (picy Tfl[ftes the /ffiSfi give. 

While Wreath$Qf Rofts round thy Tempfes twitt^ 
£n)oy the fparkling Blcffings of die Vine i 
Let the warcnl^r^^r all thy Veins inipire« 
^lace thy Heart, and raiieth* Vital Fire. J 



• Next letthe Charmsof heavenly Mufick cl 

• Thy Soul with RapturieUft'n^giB thy Ear. 

- LettunefiilChiefsexert their Skill, to (how 

- What arttul Joys from ttnnag'dSouiid can flow:' 

- Now hear the meltiiig Voiceand tfetnbling Soiag; 
' jLetPi^Mci&touchtheLyMf 9mdM^jmitM^ag. ^ 

While wanton FeiixfMAtsfwrilihy ^owii^Veins^' 
' TotbewarmPteffiongivethc(lsifkeii*4IUins. 
' Thy gazing Eyes wlthbloonling Beauty Feaiit 
JELoGeiyeitspan^mdbiigit^ . 
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From Fair to Fair Vith gay InconfttiiceroTft 
Taftc cv'ry Sv^eee» tod c\oj thy S6al wih Lore. 

f ( ■ ■ 

Butmidfttbyboimdfefsjoy, wibridledYouA» 
Remember (lill this ftd> but certam Tmtfas 
That thou at kft fererely muft accoum i 
To what will thy congeftedCaih amoant f 

Allow a God, he mud: our Deeds regard » 
A Righteous J ddge muti punilh and rewird: 
Yet that he reers no high tVfbuflal here, 
Impartialjufticeto^ifpence, Is clear. 
His Sword tmpanifhM Crin iaals defie. 
Nor by his Thunder does the Tyrant dia : 
While Heav'n's Adorers, preft with Want anS Pato; 
Their unrewarded Inxlocence mainfaio. 
See his Right Hand he uii^Xtended keeps. 
Tho' long provokM,th'ttnadiive Vengeance fleept.' 
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Hence we a.World fucceeding this infer. 
Where he his JtiHicc will aflert; prepare 
To (land arraign'd before his awful Bar, 
Where wilt thou hide thy ignominious Head ? 
Shudd'ring with Horror what haft thou to plead } 
Delpairing Wretch, hell frown thee from his Throne; 
And by his Wrath' wUl make his Being known. 

Yet more Religion's Empire to fupport^ 

TopufhtheFoe, andmakeourlaftEfibrCi 
Let Beings with Atteatton be reviewed. 
Which, not akme with fital Power endu'd. 
Can move themfU?es, can Organia'd perceive 
The varbus Smokes, which various Obje^ gire» 
By Laws Mechanic can Lucretius tell 
How living Creatures fee, or hear, or fmelL 

I 1 ^BJtl 



i,j^ -eti^EATlON. Book;, 

How is the I mage to the Seoie coQ vey'd ? 
On the toa'd Orgaa how the ImpoUemade f 
'How, and by what more nobk Part the Bnin 
TerceifesthUdea, can their Schools ezpkdnf 
Tis dear, in that Superior Seat alone* 
The Judge of Objcda hu her (caret Throne* 
'Stoce» a Limb(c?er'd by thewoundingStecl» 
vVTcftiU may Pain, as in that Member, feel. 

Mark how the Spiritswatchfulin the Ear 
'Seize undulating Sounds, and catch the vocal Air. 
Obicrve how others, that the Tongue poffid% 
Which Salts of farious Shape and Size impre& 
<From their a&£led Fibres upward dart. 
And di£Prent Taftesby diffxcat Strokes impart, 
tlemark, howthofe, which in the NqftrildwdU 
Thatarttul Organ deftin'd for the Smell, 
JBy Vapours xnov'd their 'MSngt upward take. 
And Scents unpkafint or delightkil make. 

Jf in the Tongue, the Noftril and the Ear^, 
Ko Skill, noWifdom, no Defign appear, 
LiWTe/ij»/, next regard the curious Eye, 
Can you no Art, np Prudence there defcry ? 
By your Mechanic Pnncipks in vain 
TheSenfe of Sight you labour to explain. 
You {ay, from all the Objeftso^ the Eye, 
Thincolour'd Shapes uninterruptedly : . 
As waadring Ghofts, ib ancient Poets feign, 
Skim thro' the Air, and fweeptH' Internal Plain, 
-So thcfe light Figures roam by Day and Night, 
But undifco vcr*d , 'till betray'd h^ Light. 



But can corporeal Form s with lb much Eaie 
ideet in their Flighta thouiand Images, 
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And jet no Cotifltdl,-noGollifi¥e Force ^ ' "* 

Break their ihto Texture, and difturb their Grarfe ? 

What fix*d their Parts and made them fo cdicri^ 

That they the Pidhirc of the Objea: wear ? 

What is the Shape, that hrom m I'ody flie»? 

What moves, what |;>ropagates,. what multipliet 

And paints one Image in t thouiand Eyes f 

When to the Eye the crowdhig Figures pa^. 

How in a Point can all pofTefs a Place, 

And lye di(lingui(h'd in Inch nanow Space f 

Since all P«.rceptioa in the Brain h made, 

fTho' where and how was never yet difplay'd) 

And Unce fo great a difta^ce lies between 

The Eye-ball, and the Seat of Senle wiebiii^ 

While in the Eye th' arrefted Objed (Uys» 

Tell what th* idea to the Brain convey s ? 
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You (ay, tfheSpiritt in. theO(Mck Nerve^. 
Mov'dby the intercepted Image, lerve. 
To bear th' Impre(!ion to the Brain, and give 
The Stroke, by whieh the Obje&wtperceive, 

How does the Brain^tondi'd witb a ^fMot Stroke 
The Whale diftingiuih firom the Marble Rock I' 
Pionounce this Treea Cedar* diat tn Oak f 
Can Spirits weak or ftroinger Blows exprefs. 
One Body Greater $md another Left f 
How do they make us Spaceand Dtilance know ? 
At once diftin^i a thou£uul Objefts (hovv f 

Lwrre^iiiifx, now proceed; contemplate all 
The nobler Adtionsof the Animal, 
Which Inftinafome, fome lower Reafon call. 
Say, whit Contexture did by Chance 8^rrive» 
Which to Brute Creatures did that Inftinft give 

I J Whence 



Thsfc in the Rockt, tad dufe in Woodi abide) 
Whence tim'rous Beads thro' Hills and Lawns purfu'd^ 
B/ar tful Shifts the rav'ning Foe dude. 

What various Wonders may Obferrers fee 
In a fmall Infea, the £igtcious Bee! 
M .rk how the litde untiaght Builders iqaare 
Their Rooms, and in the Dark their Lodgings reerl 
Nature's Mechanicks the/ unwearied ftrive» 
And^ll with curious Labyrinths the Hive. 
See, what brighc Strokes of Architedure (Une 
l*hro' the whole Frame, whatBeauty* whatDefigal 
Each odoriteroi>6 GdU and waxen Tow'r, 
The yellow Pillage^t the sill^ FkOTV. 
Has twice three Sides, the only Figure fit 
To which the Laborers may thieir Stores comoni 
Without the hofsaif Matter, or of Room. 
In all the wondvbus Stnidtiireof the Comb. 
Next view, Spc&ttor, with adn^iring Eyes, 
In what juft Order all th' Apartments rife! 



Andprovidcatof Wloterl^ogbciorf^ ' • 
They ftock their Cafoi, and heard their Oomty Smkw 
la Peace tJiey rule their %x^tt with priidisC Cirf» 
Wifely defend or w«gc offcnfivc.War, 
Maro, thefe Wonders oflfer'd to his Thought, 
Felt his knowq Ardbr, ftod the &Aptutt.dMight; 
Then rais'd his Voice> and io I fompff alleys 
jyid, high as Heav'a, the Inieft Nation ra»^. 

If, Epicurus, this whole artful Frame 
sDoes not a wife Creator's Haod proclaim j 
To view the IntelIedual-Worldfldvance> 
Is this the Creature t«o of Fate ot Chance I 
Turn en it felt thy God-liko Rea{bxi*s Ray,. 
Thy Mind contemplate, andi^ Powers (kt^vf 

What high PerfedHoas grace the Human Mti4»' 
In Flelh impriioa'd, and to Earth coafiq'd! 
What Vigour has Ihe? WhatapierciagSight? 
l^ong as the w'inds, and ^r jgBt)y a^ th^ U^t t 
^movesuawcary*d« a^tWaif^iveFiye^ 
^ad, like the Flames ber Flights tp He^v'a a^ire. 

cy Day her Thoughts ia neveT'^ea^xig Stx^amf 

Flew clear, by Night they drive ia tvoubled Pr^fn^i 

She draws tenthQU&od Landfchapes la thcBr^iOy 

Drefles of Airy Fqr m s aa endlefs Train, 

Which all her Intdk^ual.Sceaeaprepnrf* 

Enter by turns the Stage, aad diiappear , 

To the remoter Regions of t^Sky 

Her fwift-wing'd Thopgju can ia a MoooQi^t Aj\ 

QimbtotiieHeightsoi Heav'n, toi?eca9ploy'd 

In viewiag theace th' laterminabk Void. 

Caa look beyond thc.Stream of Time* to lee 

TheftagaaatQc^nef i&(eraity' 

Thoughu in an Inftant thro' the Zodiack run» 

Ji Year's long Journey for thelab'riag Sua : 
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Then down tlicy |ho«t, as fwift as dar ttng Light; 
Nor can oppofisg Clouds retard their Flight : 
Thro' Subterranean Vauks with Eafetbey ^eepy 
* And iearch the hidden Wonders of the Deep. 

When Mm with ReafiHidignif y'd isbom, 
No Images his naked Mind a^Mm t 
No Sciences or Arts enrich his Brain, 
Nor Fancy yeidifplays her pi^r'd Tnun, 
He no Innate Idea^can dif^em 
Ot Kiiowledgedeftitute^ tho' apttoleam^ 
Oar Intelledual, like the Body's Eye, 
Whilft in the Womb» noObjea can dcfcry j 
Yet is difpos'd to entertain the Light 
And judgeof Things when offer'd totheSfght« 
When Objedh thro' the Senfes Paflage gain» 
And fill with various Imag'i'y the Brain, 
Hh* Ideas, which the Mind does thence perceive* 
To think and know the firft Occafion givsk 
Did (he ndt u&tbe Sdnfes Miriiftry^ 
Nor ever Tafte, or Smell, orli^r, or See, 
Gou'd (hepoficilof Pow'r perccptivebe t 
Wretches, who fighdefs into Bemg came. 
Of L^ht or Cobur no Idea frame. 
Then grant a Man his Being did commence. 
Deny 'd by Nature each external Senfe. 4 
Thele Ports unopcn'd. diffident we guefi, 
Th' unconfcious Soul no Image cciild pofifefs* 
Tho' what in fuch a State theTcftlefs Tram 
Of Spiritsurould produce, weask in vain. 
The Mind proceeds,- and no Refledlion goes. 
Perceives (he does perceive, and knows (he knows. 
Reviews her A6ls, and does from thence conclude 
She Is with Rca&n and with Choice enda'd. 

Ffoih 
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From Individuals of diftinguiAi'd Kiod, 
67 her ablbradling Faculty, the Mind 
Precifcly General Natures can conceive, 
>^nd Birth to Notions Univerfal give. 
The various Modes of Things diftinftly Aiows» 
A pure Refpedly a nice Relation knows» 
And fees whencecach Reipedland each Relation flows. 
• By her abftrading Fow'r in Pieces takes 
The Mixt and Compound Whole, wHicfi Nature makes. 
On Obje^s of the Senfes (he refines. 
Beings by Nature feparated joyns. 
And fevers Qualities, which that combines. 
The Mind firom Things repugnant, fome RelpeAs 
la which their Natures are alike, fele^s. 
And can fome Di&rence and Unlikenefs fee^ 
la Things which feem entirely to agree $ 
She does Diilinguifli here, and there Unite, 
The Mark oi Judgment that, andtliisof Wit. 



As (he can reckon, ftp'rate and compare. 
Conceive what Ord^, Rule, Propdrtion are. 
So from one Thought iHe ftil! can more infer. 
' Maxim from Maxim can by force exprefs, 
' And makedifcover'd Truths adbciatc Thithscrnfefs, 
' On plain Foundations, which our Reafonlayr, 
' She can ilupendous Frames of Science raiie: 

* Notion on Notion built will towering rHc» 

• Till th'Inlclleaual Fabricks reach tbeSkiet; 
The Mathematic Axioms, which appear* 
By Scientific Demonlhation clear. 

The Mafter Builders on two Pillars reer. 

From two plain Problem s by laboriousThought 

U all the w ondrous Supcrflru^re wrought* 

TheSou],asmentidp*d, eanberfelf infped^ 
Br Afts reflex can view her Adsdiredti 

is 
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ATMktoohardf«rSenie> fortho*tfaeE7C 
Its own rcfle^ed Image can defcry. 
Yet it ne'er iaw the Sight, by which it few, 
Vifion afibf ds no colour^) Images, 

The Mind's Tribunal can Reports rqed 
Made by the Senfes, and then- Faults correct. 
The Magnitude of diftant Stars it knows, 
'Which erring Senfe. as ^whikling Tapers, fhow^^ 
Crooked the Shape our cheated Eye believes, 
which thro' a double^edid m it receives ; . 
Superior Mind does a right Judgment make, 
Doclares ii ftnit, and mends tiK Eyes Miftake. 
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Where dwells this Sovereign Arbitrary SouI> 
Which does the human Animal controul. 
Inform each Part* and agitate the \yho2c ? 
O'er MJnifteria] Stt£ti does preHde, 
To all their various Provinces divide. 
Each Member noove, and ev'ry Motion guide 
Which by her fecret uncbnteftcd Nod 
Her Meflcngersthe Spirits fends abroad* 
Thro* ev'ry nervous Pa&, and ev'ry vital Road, 
To fetch from ev'ry difliant Part a Train, 
Of outward Obje^ to enrich the Brain. 
Where fits this bright Intelligence enthron% 
With numberlefs Ideas pour'd around ? 
Whnre Wiidom, Prudence, G>ntempIation (bnd^ 
And bulie Fantoms watch her high Command ; 
Where Sciences and Arts in order wait» 
And Truths Divine compofe her Godlike Sute, 
Can the difTe&ing Steel the Brain difplay* 
And the auguft Apartment open lay, 
Where this great Queen ftiU chufes to reiide 
Inlntelkfiuall^ompi as:idbright Ideal Pride? 
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Or can the Bye aflifted by the CHafs . , 

Difcerothedrait. but hofpitable Place, 
In which ten thou£tnd Images remain. 
Without Confufion, and their Rank maintain f 

How doec this wondrous Principle of Thought* 
Perceive the Objed by the Seoles brought ? 
What Philofophic Builder willeflay 
By Rules Mechanic to unfold the way ' 

How a Machine miiift be dffposM to thinks 
Ideas how to frame, andhoiV to tink f 
Tdlut, iMcrums, Epicurus, teH, 
And you in Wit unrivali'd fhall excel. 
Hew thrcf theeutward Senfethe Obje^bflieSi 
How in the Soul her Images arife. 
What Thinking, what Perception is, expWpt 
What all the air y Cfeatttres of 'the Brain i 
How to the Mind a Thought refltf^ed goes; 
And how the confcioys Engfine k|iow« it knows* 

The Mind athon&nd skilful W6rk« can fi-Mfitf^ 
Can form deep Pvojed^s to procure her Aim« 
Merchants [or EaAern Pearl and GoMeo Oar 
To crofs the Maii\ and. reach cht Indum Shores 
Prepare the floating Vui^% and ipread the Sa% 
To catch the Impulie of the breathinjE Gale. 
Warriors in franiiig Sdhemcs their WiiBom^ihotil^ 
Todifappoinc or^ifCumyeoctheFoe; 
Th' ambition* Stacdfitnan labours dark Defigfi^ 
How open Force employs, now underminefti 
By Paths dired hi« £o4 he now purfuvs, 
By£de approaches now, andflandag yiows* 



See, how refiAk& Orators peifwade, 
Drawottt their Forceiiy and tb9 Heart i^ade: 
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Toodi ev'ry Spring and Movcmcntof the Soul, 
This appetite excite, and that controuL 
Their pow'rful Voice can fljing Troops arreft,. 
Confirm thcweak, and melt th'obdurate Breail » 
Ghace from the Sad their melancholy Air, 
Sooth Difcontent, and folace anxious Care. 
When threatening Tides o( Rage and Anger riic^. 
Ufurp the Throne, and ReafbnsSway deipife, 
Vhen in theSeatsof lifie this Temped reigns* 
Betts>thro*the Heastsrand drives along the.Veins, . 
See,. Eloquence with Force perfwafive binds 
The rcftleis Waves, and charms the warring Winds ; 
Refiftlefs bids tumultuous Uproar ceafe, 
RecalstheCalm^.tndg^vesthcBofom Peace.. • 

Did not theiiltnd». on heavenly Joy intcnti 
ThevariousKindsot Harmony invents 
She the Theorbo, ihe the Viol found,. 
And all the moving Melody of Sound, 
^le gave tobreathing Tubes a Pow'r unknown. 
To fpeak infpired with Acmits not their owoi ' 
Taught tuneful $onsef Mufichow tofing. 
How by Vibrations of th' extended String, . 
And managed Impu^fe on the lufiPr ing Air, 
T'extort the Rapture, and delight the Ear. 

See, Ivvv Geleftial Reafon does command 

The ready Pencil in the Painter's Hand ; 

Wbofe Strokasafied: with Nature'sfelf to vie^ . 

And with filfetLifc amule the doubtful Eye. 
' Behold the ftrong Emotions of the Mind, 
' Exerted in the Eyes, andintheF^ceddign'd; 

Such is the Artift's wondrous Pow'r, that we 

E v'n pidur'd'SouIs, and c^our'd Paflions (eei . 

Where withoot Words (peculiar £k)quence^ . 

The buiic Figures fpeak their various Scnfe* 
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Wbatlifiiig Face doesnaore Diftrcfi Or Woe, • *% 

Morefiniih'dSbuDe, Confuiion* Horror know« > 



1 



Than what the Mailers of the Pencil (how } 



Mean time the Chizel with the Pencil vie* % 
The Sifter Arts difputetiie doubtful Prize. 
Are human Limb^ ev'n in their viftl State, 
More juft and ftrong» more free and delicate. 
Than BoMii^tf^A'scariout Tools create! 
He to the Rock can vital inftindb give> 
"Which thustransform'd can rage, rejoyce or griet^ji 
His skilfiil HaiidtioesMarble Veins infpire. 
Now with the Lover's, now the Hero's Fire. 
So' wdl tk' imagined Adors play their Part» 
The filcnt Hypocrites fuch Pow'r exert, 
ThatPalTionS) which they feel not, theybeftom^ 
Afiright us with their Fear, and melt as with their Woe*. 
There NM^r leans weeping on her Arm, 
Howjier QA Looks, and beauteous Sorrow charm I 
See, here a Venus 2bft in P«m» Stone,. 
A VmIIms there to ancient Fables known ,- 
That from the Rock aroie, not from the Maio^ 
This not from fwt^ but from the Sculptor's^aio; 

■ ■ - 

Admire the Carver's fertile Energy, 
With raviih'd Eyes his happy 0£Fspring fee. 
What beautoousFigures by th' unrivali'd Art^ ' - • r. 
Of Mntifli G'xbbcm trom the Cedar 4art ? 
He makes that Tree uniat^ve Charms afliime, 
Uilirp gay Honours, andanetker's Bloom. 
The various Fruits, wiiichdifierentQimatesbcai^ 
And all the Pride the Fields and Gardens wear : 
While from unjuicy Limbs without a Root 
. New. Buds dctis'd, and leafyBrtnchcs (hpoc,^ 
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J^ human Kiddcan \>jzvih6ti\jtQ: 
cdve and Know, thm Reaibt! and Refled: 
Soihe Self-moving Spring has Pewer to draici • 
Thefe Methods to rejedr, and thofe to ufe. 
She can defign and profecirtseatt End, 
Exert her Vigour, or her A& foipcnd* 
Frte from the Infules of all foreiga Powtr^ 
Sh(t does her Gcrf^ke Libertj fbcnre : . 
H^ Right and high Prax>gttive masiitiiiis^ 
Impatientof the Yoke, and fcornscoercm Chains^ 
She can hpriiir^ Train of Forms dislMLoil/ 
And nukes new Lereesat herown Gommaikk 
O'er her Ideas Sovereign (ie prefides^ 
At Pleaiiire the& uoites, and thoft di^ndes. 

> 

The readf PlKiafionM at her Nod ad vancet 
• And form die boficItKeUc^ualDaiiatf: ' 
While her fair Sccnsfr ca VAry. or hipp|lfv 
Shefin^qtttficimagca».th0t^ ^ 
In Memory's Records, . which £iJdifdLhoId* 
Objedh immenfe iaiccrct Marks inrdi^d. 
The deeping Forms at her Goom^aodftawak^ 
And no^ retarn* and now tkfltr Cells fiar&k^ %. 
On a^ive Fancy's crowded Theater, . 
As (he dire^s, they riieer diApycan 

\ 

Objeds, which thro' the Senfix makt their Wajr^ 
And juft Imprcd^sto fiieSodlcomrey, 
Give her Occafion firft her filf toittore^. 
And tocxcrtherHitred, orberLorc. 
Ideas, whkhtolbmeifiiptilfivcfom, 
A£l not upon the Mind, bttttfaaton Aanr 
When (he to foreign Ob}e£b AcnSiencegivesi' 
Their Strokes and Motions4ntht ftram percewa% - 
As thefc Perceptions we Ideas name, 

FUta bcr own PowV and afti ve Nature came* 

a 
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So when difccrn'd bj InteUe^usd Lfgiitr 
Her felf her>arkK)3 Pa(riofis<]oei excite* - 
To 111 her Hate, to Good her Appetite ;. 
To Ihun the fir(t, the kitter to procure. 
She chufes Means by tree Eleftive Pow V. 
She can their Tarious Habkttdesiliirrey, 
Dfbtte their Fitneis, andtheir Merit wefglr. 
Aid while the Means fiiggeftedlhecomptref^ • 
She to the Rtf ah tht&or that prcfeffw^ 

Bj her fuperiocPtm^-the Reasoning Sotil . • • 
Can eac& relaxant Appetitecontronl : 
Can cv'ry Paffion role, and er'ry Senie, 
Change Nature's Cotirfe> andwttbber Low^di^peofin; 
Our Breathing to prevent, (be canarFcft 
Th' Extenfioo, or Contra6non of the Bmftr - •• 
When pain'd with Hunger ^Gon Food reftifiy- . ~* 

And wholcfome Abflmence,' or Fafoiae ciMifti ■ ^• 

Can the wild Beaft hisInfisnArdifiibegF, • - /. 
And from his Jawirel^e the Captive PrtjF I- - - . J 

Or hungry Herds on verdant Pafhirw lye ■* 
Mindleftto eat, andfefbhrtettrdiel' 
With Heat expiring, can the panting (fort 
Patient of Thirft-from tl»ciM$irctttykt deparef 
Can Brutes at Will imprikMi Bireatb detam)^ > . 
Torment prefer to Eaie> mdlifediiclaitt? 
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From all Reftramt, from aliCompuUSoAfTci; 
Unforc'd, andunnecefikatcd. w« . 
Ourfel?esdetermine, aii4#iiPl^ecdoi»pFove# 
If^henthiswefly, and totfaatObjcft move. 
Had not the Mind « Pow'r to^ wiB and elmfef 
OneObje£l:toembraoe» mdofie riff die- v • 
Could (he not a^, or not her K6t fulpend » 
AsitobibuO^, oradranc'dfaerla^ .... 
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Virtue and Vice were Names without a Cauie^ 
Tms would not Hate deier ve« nor that Appladie. 
Juftice in vain has high Tribunal^ reer'd. 
Whom can her Scntgice punifb. whom reward ? 
If impious Children (hould their Father kill. 
Can they be wicked, , when they cannot Will ^ 
When only Cauies foreign and un&en 
Strike with refi^lefs Force the Springs within, 
.Whence in the Engine Man all Motions muft begin. 

Are Vapours guilty, which the Vintage MmSl ? 
* Are Storms proKrib'd> which lay the Foreft wade f 
Why lies the Wretch then tortur'd on the Wheel» 
If forc'd to Treason, or compell'd to fteal ? 
Why does the Warrior, by aufpicious Fate 
With Laurels crown'd, and clad in Robes of State^. 
In Triumph ride amidft the gazing Throng,, 
Deaf with Ajpplaa^es, and the Poet's Soo^ ^ 
If the Vi^orious, but the Brute Machine . 
Did only Wreaths Inevi^ble win i 
And no wife Choice.or Vigilance has ihown t 
Mov'd by a iatal Impiilie, not his own / 

Should Trams of Atomes human Senie unpc]^ 
Tho' not ib fierce, ibHrong, fo^Fifible 
As Soldiers arm'd,. and do not Men arreft 
With Clubs upheld and Daggers at their Brcaft, . * 
Yet Means CompuUivcare not pkiner (hown» 
When Ruffians drive, orGonqo^orsdraguson:. 
As much we're forc'd, when by vol Atomic*! Sway^ 
Gontroui'd, as when a Tyrant weobey: 
And by whatever Caufe conft^ain'd to ad, . 
Wcmerit no Reward, noGuilt contra^ . 

Our Mind ot Rukr-tf&elsA.GoniciousAwe,, 
Hevemi thdr Jufticc^ . and reg^ds their Law. 
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She Rcditudc, and Deviation knows. 
That Vice firona one, from one that Virtue flows. 
Of thefc (hcrttcls unlike Effbas within. 
From Virtue Pleafure, and Rcnoorfc from Sin, 
Hopes o( a juft Reward by that are fed; 
Bj thii of Wrath Vindldtive fiicred Dread. 
II1C Mind, which thus can Rules of Duty learn, 
Can Right from Wrong, and Good from 111 difccrn. 
Which the (harp Stroke of Juftice to prevent 
Can Shame exprefs, can grieve, reikdb, repent} 
From Fate or Chance her Rife can never draw, 
ThofeCauftsknow not Virtue, Vice, or Law, 

She can a Life fuccceding this concei ve« 
Of Blifs or Woe an endless State believe. 
Dreading the juft and univerfidDoom, 
And aw'dby Fears of Punifhment to come, 
By Hopes excited of a glorious Crown, 
And certain Pleafores in a Worldunknown^ 
She can the ftmdDefires of Senfe retrain, 
Renounce Delight, 'and chufe Diftre(s and Paia t 
Can rufl) on Danger, can Definition fiiee^ 
Joyful relinquifh Life, and Death ensbrace. 
She to afflided Virtue can adhere. 
And Chains and Want to pro^*rous Guilt prefer ; 
Unmov'd thefe wild tempe(hious Seats furvey. 
And viewferene this reftkrfs rolling Sea. 
In vain thcMonftersWhi^h die Cbaft fnfel^ 
Spend all their Rageto interrupt het Reft : 
Her charming Song the Syren (ings in vain, 
Shecan the tuneful Hypocrite diiSain: 
Fixt and unching'd the faithlefs Work! behoM, 
Deaf to its Threats, and to its Favour coM.. 



Sages remark, welabournorto>(howr 
The: Will is free, but that the Man is b^ 
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For what inlightenM Rei^'ner <mo iccUxc 
WhatHuinan WilltDdUoderftandiogsure? 
What Sdence irom ^ImTc Obieds caa we frame 
Of which we ItttW know, befldes the Elaine f 
The Learned, who with Anatomic Art 
DifTeet the Mind,. a»d thinking Subftahcvf^t^ 
And various Po w'r s and Facilities ^fier t y 
Perhaps by fuch Ablbadiion of the Mind 
Divide the Things that are in Nature ioyo^d. 
What Mailers of the Schools can make it dear 
Thofe Faculties, which two to them appear. 
Are not refiding in the Soul the fame. 
And not diftind^, but by a difPrent Name ? 

Thus has the Mu& pttriii'd her hardy Thcann 

• And fung the Wonders of this artful Frames . 
' E'er yet one Sub(ciTinean Arch was niiade« 

• One Cavern vaulted, or one Girder kid : 

• E'er the high Rocksdid^'ef thcSboKStfift. t \ 
' Or fnowy Mountains tower'damidft die $Ufc( • . ^ 
- Before the watry Troops fil*d off from Lsffdj 

• And lay amidft thp Rocksencreneh'd in SAad^ 

• Before the Air its Bo^bm did unfold. 

. Or bumifh'd Orbs in blue Expanfion roll'd i 

• She lung how Nature then in Embryo lay, . 

• And did the SecretjS pf bet Birth dtfplay . 

When after, atthMImigbty^shighCommandi. 
' Obedient Waves di? ided from the Land ; 
■ And Shades and bay Mifts were chss'd away, 

• While rofie Light diflFus'd the tender Day : 
When Uproar ceased, and wild Conhifion fled. 

And new-born Nature rais'd her beauteous Head» ■ ■ ^^• 
She fung the Frame of this Tcrreflrial Pile, 
The Hills, the Rocks, (be Rivers and theSeO« 

.Sitf 
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Sheview'dthefandy Frontiers, which reftfaia 

The noifie Infiilts of th* imprifpn'd Main : 

Rang'd o'er the wideDifiufion of the Wtveay 

The mpift German Walks and fcarch'd t\)t Cof al Cvr^^ 

■ 

' JShe then (urrey'd the fluid Fieldsof Air, 
And the crude Seeds of Meteors faibionVi there. 
Then with continu'd Flight fhe fped- her way^ 
Mounted, and bold purf u'd the Source of Day • 
With Wonder of Celeftial Motions fang. 
How the pois'd Orbsare in the Vacant hung : 
liow the bright Siuces of Etherial Light 
How fbiit» defendthe Empire of the Night, . . 

And now drawn up with Wife alternate Care 
Let Floods of G^ory out, and fprcad with Pay the Air.* . 

Then with a daring Wing (he ibar'd fubfime* 
ftoiti Realm to Realm* from Orb to Orb did dimbf 
Slyift thro' the fpacious Culph (he urg'd her Wajr« 
At length emerg,'dia Empyrean Day ; 
Where far, oh far, beyond what ^ortakke^i 
In the void Diftri^ of Jmmenfity» \ 

The Mind new Suns, new Flanctscanexpioifi* . . 
And yet beyond can ftiU isoagine more* 

" ■ ' 

Thus in bold Numbers did th' adyentVous M^fis 
•TofingthclifdcfsPartsof Nature chufe, 
' And then advaiK'd to Wonders yet behind* 

* Survey'd , and f ung the. Vegetable Kind • 

' Did lofty Wood^ and humb{e Brakes review^ , 
'Along the Vallyfw^pt, and o'er the Mountains flewl 
•Then left the flow'ry Field and waving Groves 

* And uatatigu'd withgrataful Labour ftrove 
To climb th' amassing heights of Senic, andfiog 
The Pow*r per^eptiieCi and the inward Spring- 
Which ^gatatssand guides each living Thing. 



I 
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She next efla/d theEmbr)^'s Rife to trace* 
From an unfafliion'd, rude> unchanneU'dMafi^ 
And Tung how Spirits waken'd in the Brain 
Exert their Force, and genial Toil maiotaiof 
Ered thebeating Heart, the Chaoneli frame« 
Unfold entangled'Limbs, and kindle WtalFhtmc. 
How thefoiail Pipesare in Meander skii<), 

* And bounding Life ii to and fro convey *d« 
How Spirits, wbichfor SenieaodMotion (erve, 
Ungukied find the perforated Nerve, . 
Thro' every dark Receis purfue their Fhght» 
UncoDfcious of the Road and void of Sight, 

Yet certain oi the Eud (lill guide their Motioas rig] 

Prom thencea nobler FKght flie did eflay, • 

The Mind's extended Empire to lurvej. 

She iung theGddh'ke Friociple ot Thought, * 

And how from Obje€tsby tfMSenfesbrought^ 

The Intelk^hial ImtgVy is wrooght. 

How (he the Modes of Beings can difcerow 

AniceRefpe^ *meer Relation learn: 

Can all the thin abflra^ed Notions reach 

Which Gre^MW Wits, or, Britsm, Thine can teach 

Still, vanqui(h*d Athcifts, will you.kecp the Fiel 
And hard in Error {till refufc to yield ? 
See, all your broken Arms lye fpread around. 
And ignominious Rout deforms the Ground. 
Be Wife, and once admonilhM by a Foe, 
Where lies your Strength, and where your Weaknef 
No more at Rcafon's folcmn Bar appear,. 
Hardy no more Scholaflic Weapons bear. 

• Disbandyour feeble Forces, and decline 
•rte War, tiomorein Tinfel Armour fliine; 

' Nor (hake your Bullrufh Spears, but fwift repair 
' To your (trong Place of Arms, the Scoffer's Chaic; 
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nicefupported with a mocking Rio{^ 
c Darts and keen Invedives fling 
: your Foes, and fcornful at your Fcads 
m vanquilh with decifive Jefls : 
with refi^efs Laughter Heav'n aflail* 
uiih Rcafoo, and let Mirth prevail. 



d Heav'n! that Men, who vaunt diicerningSight, 

rogant from Wifdom's diftant Height 

lown on vulgar Mortals, who revci e ^ 

c Supreaniy flxould their proud Building reer 

at one Prop the pondrous Pile to bear. 

ouch the Judge, who docs in Heav'n prefide, 

:k s the Scofo, and contemns his Pride ! 

» the fad Unftt&rable Hour 

ces near, which will his Error cure i 

he compeil'd ihalldnnk the wrathful Bowl^ 

.in'd feel Immortal Vengeance roll 

all his Vans, and drcnchhia inmoft SouL 

KingSapream! of Pow'rImmenicAbyfiJ 
of Light ! £zhauiUcfs Source of Blifi ! 
Uncreated, Self-eziAestCaufCf 
i>ul'd by no Superior Being's Laws i 
fant Light ellayd todartthe Ray, 
heav'nly fwect, and try'd to kindle Day ^ . 
e wide Fields of Ether were difplay 'dt 
rer Stars Cenilean'Spheres inlaid $ ' 
t the eldeft Chikl of Time was born* 
dant Prideyoong Nature did adom» 
Art» and ^idft Eternity employ 
nolefted Peace, in Plenitude of Joj. 



ts Ideal Frame the World defig&'d 
Ages paft Uy fi&Uhldin t;hy Miod* 
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Conform to tbftDiTiQelmagin'd Plan, 

With perfe^ Art th^jiinaung Work began. 

Thy Glance fnrvey'd the Solitary Plains* 

Where (htpelefs Shade inert and fUent reigffs $ ■ 

Then in the dark and undiftinguifli'd Space* 

Unfruitful, unindos'd and wild of Face, V ' 

Thy Compafs fcr the World mark'd out the fil^ftin'dj 
Place. . ^. 

Then didft thou through the Fields of barren Nig&t \ 

G# forth, coUeded in Creating Might. 

WJiere thtra Almighty Vigor didft exert; 

Which £q)icant did thisand that Way dart 

Thro* the blapk Boibm of th^ empty Space 5 

The Gulphs confefs th' Omnipotent Embrace^ 

And pregnant grown with EJen)ental Seed 

Unfinilh'd Orbi, and Worlds in Embryo breed. 

Fnim thecrude1Mafs» OmnifcientArchite^l, ' i 

Tipu for each Part Materials didftfclcd^, -' . \ 

Addi with a Maftcr-hand thy World eredt. J 

■ Laboured by thee, the Globus, vafl lucid Buoys. 
By thee uplifted float in liquid Skies. 
By thy cementing Word thciy Parts cohere. 
And roll by thy impulfivc Nod m Air. 
Thou in the Vacant didft the Earth lufpend. 
Advance the Mountains, and the Valesextend ; 
People the Plwns with Flocks, with Beafts the Wood, 
And ftore with Scaly Colom'cs the Flood, 



Next Man arofe at thy Creating Word, 
Of thy Terreftrial Realm sVic^rcntU>rd, 
His Soul more artfiil Labour, morerefin'd, . 

' And Emulous of bright Seraphic Mind, 

* Ennobled by thy Image fpotiefs (hone. 

' Frais'd the« her Author, and ador 'd thy Throbe : 
Ahic tQ know, admire, enjoy her God, 

Shc4id her highFcUcity a^gifUud. 



i 
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IctothcclctiDObcdfcfftpay, ■ - 

taring Surirdiat dance thdf deft'in'd Rrng " . 
e in Sky, with VixsJ Planets flng 
•ratcPraifc to liec, O Great CriMtor King, 
thin Diftri^ of the waving kit, 
cancers of Sound, thy Skill declare, 
nds, the Breathing Creatures of the Skies, 
Bach tig^rvnsCale, that roving Bles 
d or Sea, theq one loiid Trinfflph raift, 
their Blafti tnipfoy in Songs of Fralfe. 



le pahitedtldrald-Birds thy Deeds proclaim, 
I then: fpreading Wings convey thy Fame : 
gles, which in Heav'nsBlue Concave fbar, 
ulof Earth fiipsrior Seats explore, 
fe with Breafts €tt€t againft the Suo« 
liftersto bcv thy hrigift Renown, 
irry ardent Praifes to thy Throne. 

E^'ilhafTumeaVoice, with Praifes^D 
sUow Rock, and loud rea<^ive Hill, 
ons with their Roar their Thanks Exprefs, 
fVcclafsatioas (hake the Wilderness, 
bunder Goiidf, tii^t float from Pole to F^ole, 
Salvosknid &lute thee asthey roil. 
>nftersoiFtheSea, ye noifie Waves 
with Applaufb the repercuflive C^ves, 
lil and Raifif let Meteors form'd of Jire, 

mbent FlamtihitfaicUtift Work ob&fpire: 
e high Cedar and the Mountain Pine 
y to thee. Great King* tfaflir Heads incline, 
r'ry fpicy Odoriferous Tree 
ititslocenfcj and its Balm to thcc* 
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Andtluta, [Ieti'ii'iViceroro''trtlKWQHdbclow> 
' la di( bl^ Talk Superior Artilor fliow : 
'.To Tiewtb]! Jiif mflcd tliy Rnlba's IU71 
• mtsre'iTe^aiilh'd Theater iurfcji . .. 
' naiiUocFKetheAuthoT'iSlullador^ 
' AodinloadSoi^cxtolCreatingPawY, 

- DcgcnenceMiidtm maz,; Error ioA 
•MiycombitHeiv'o, udimpiousTriumpIubcwflj 
' Bm while m; Veini^ anwitthig Fiiu, 

- And vital Airthu brnthing Breall inlpiret, 

- Cnieful to Hcar'o TU Ihetch a pieui Wiog, 
■AadfinghiiPnifc^ whogaTcmcPow'itofiii^. 
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